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RECAPTURING TEXAS

Texas Demp Chairman

“I don’t meapfﬂﬁnund Jrnespnnsmfe but this
Texas government under the Republican Party is as
close to the Mafia as this state has ever been. It’s
unbelievable.” — Charles Soechting
Tbxﬂs Demﬂcranc Party Chmrman
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4 PIRATES WIN AGAIN!

I  Come-Back Kick Axes Lobos
: In Double Overtime, 27-24

Charles Soechting,
Texas Democratic
Party Chairman

Pirates Now
Move To
Regional

Quarterfinals!

Story, Photos
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TROPHY TIME was shared by the members of the Crawford Pirates after

their dramatic double-overtime win against the Cisco thnes last Frhdzw

‘"--...,___- night at Tarleton Memorial Stadium in Stephenville. Photo By Sinphen
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U.S. Debt Ceiling Raised By $800 Billion

WASHINGTON — While in transit
to an economic summit meeting in
Chile, President Bush on Friday
signed legislation raising the U.S. debt
ceiling by $800 billion,

The House of Representatives ap-
proved the measure after debate last
Thursday on a highly partisan 208-204
vote. The Senate had earlier approved
raising the debt limit to $8.184 trillion
on a 52-44 vote.

The higher limit allows the U.S. gov-
ernment toissue payments owed to in-
vestors in government securities and
to beneficiaries of Social Security,
among other programs. The U.S. Trea-
sury had told Congress that approval
was a necessity by Thursday to avoid
governmental defaults, since the gov-
ernment last month had reached the

$8.2 Trillion

limit set by Congress on the Treasury’s
ability to borrow.

In the interim, Treasury officials had
moved money among government

pension funds, canceled the sale of
state and local governmental securi-
ties, and postponed an auction of four-
week bills.

This was the third increase in the
debt ceiling since President Bush took
office. In 2000 there had been a federal
surplus of $237 billion.

President Bush commended Con-
gress for approving the debt ceiling
increase. According to a written state-
ment by the White House, “Passage of
this legislation was important to pro-
tect the full faith and credit of the
United States.”

Arguing in favor of the increase was
Rep. Kevin Brady (R-Texas), who ex-
plained that the inereased authority to
borrow would allow the government to
pay Social Security benefits and its

other bills.

Rep. Charles Stenholm (D-Texas)
who was defeated in the Novembe
election but is known as a hawk wher
it comes to debt, offered legislation or
behalf of the Democrats that woulc
provide some short-term relief, but al
low the new legislature to take up the
debt problem again in the spring.

Democrats have argued that the
debt is a direct result of Republicans
tax cuts and lack of a desire to adopt ¢
pay-as-you-go policy.

Rep. Charles Rangel (D-New York
expressed outrage at the attempt to pu
the country in deeper debt. “Don’t ge:
us involved in any more debt unless you
have some kind of a cockamamie plar
to get us out of the debt yvou put us in,’
he said.

GOP Loosens Party Rules To Keep
House Leader In Office If Indicted

CRAWFORD — House Ma-
jority Leader Tom DeLay (R-
Sugarland) can sleep a little
more soundly after U.S. House
Republicans approved a
change to their own rules last
Wednesday in Washington that
could let DeLay keep his lead-
ership post if he's indicted by
a grand jury.

In closed session and with-
out issuing a vote count, the
House Republican Conference
ruled that a party committee
would review any felony indict-
ment of a party leader and
would recommend whether
the leader should be removed
from office.

The old rules required
House party leaders and
heads of various committees
to vacate amember’s seat if in-
dicted for a felony. The new
rule still would automatically
allow for the removal of a
member from Republican

membership convicted of a
felony.

The Democrats are raising
issue with the GOP's internal
rule change because a Travis
County grand jury in Austin is
currently investigating state
political corruption charges
related to the 2002 legislative
elections. Republican wins in
those races paved the way for
a congressional redistricting
plan in Texas that enabled the
GOP to pick up five U.5. House
seals,

In addition to DeLay’s three
associates under indictment in
Travis County, eight corpora-
tions have been charged in the
probe of alleged campaign fi-
nance law violations.

There's no indication, only
speculation, that DeLay will be
indicted by a Travis County
grand jury in the probe led by
longtime District Attorney
Ronnie Earle.

DeLay has called the probe
a partisan attack. A Democrat
and former member of the
Texas Legislature, Earle has
noted that he has prosecuted
four Republicans and 12
Democrats during his career.

Earle said that although the
Republican rules change will
have no effect on his investiga-
tion, the public should be
aghast to see their leaders
substitute their judgment for
that of the law enforcement
Process,

The leader of House Demo-
crats, California’s Nancy
Pelosi, said the rule change
shows Republicans “simply do
not care if their leaders are
ethical.”

In the last few months,
DeLay has been rebuked
three times for alleged un-
ethical conduet by the Repub-
lican-led House Ethies
Committee.

President Bush Yet To Appoint,
Nominate Democrat To Cabinet Post

CRAWFORD — With
speculation as to the ap-
pointment of at least one
Democrat, President Bush
has tapped four longtime
lovalists to Cabinet posts
for his second term of office,
an act which so far has not
reflected his promise of bi-
partisanship made soon af-
ter the Nov. 2 election.

The recently announced
personnel changes come
mainly from some of the
president’s closest confi-
dants from the White House
as well as from his time as
Texas governor.

President Bush named
national security advisor
Condoleezza Rice to be his

nominee for Secretary of
State to replace Colin L.
Powell; domestic policy ad-
visor Margaret Spellings in
place of Education Secre-
tary Rod Paige; White
House counsel Alberto R.
Gonzales to succeed Attor-
ney Gzeneral John Asheroft.

All four of President
Bush's high-level nominees
or appointees have been
with hiz administration
since the start of his first
term four years ago, and
three even longer

It has been reported that
President Bush could offer
a Cabinet position to a
Democrat, such as moder-
ate Sen. Ben Nelson of Ne-

braska.

The list of likely replace-
ments for other Cabinet of-
ficials who might leave
include Medicare chief
Mark B. MeClellan for
Health and Human Services
in place of Tommy G. Th-
ompson; Homeland security
advisor Frances Townsend
to succeed Tom Ridge; eco-
nomic advisor Stephen
Friedman to replace U.5.
Trade Representative Rob-
ert B. Zoellick.

Of recent two-term presi-
dents, Richard Nixon's sec-
ond-term Cabinet had the
most new members at nine,
compared with President
George W. Bush's six thus far.
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RECAPTURING TEXAS

Texas Democratic Chairman Ready To Fight
Exclusive Iconoclast Interview With Charles Soechting

AUSTIN Texas Demo-
cratic Party Chairman
Charles Soechting, 54, is still
cashing in on light-hearted
bets — i.e. free lunches — he
won from friends concerning
the outcome of the Texas
House elections, three weeks
after the Nowv. 2 general elec-
tion.

It's these tiniest of rewards
that seem to fuel his intensity
to restore focus and drive into
the TDP which had waned in
the 199%0s to serve the voters
of Texas an alternative to the
GOP “We're making this party
more accountable than it's
ever been to the people of
Texas,” he said.

The spark of this new
accountablity is a 5th-genera-
tion German-Texan who grew

Charles Soechting

up in San Marcos. Up until
month ago, Soechting hived
about five blocks from where
he grew up, six miles from
where his great-great grand-
father, Friedrich Heinrich
Andreas Soechting, first
settled in Texas in 1850s.

“I love being in a small town
where my kids are known as
Charlie's kids and [ was known

as Elwood's boy,” said
Soechting (pronounced lhike
“intersecting”), “but I'm the
type that thinks the world 1s
bigger than a small town."”
Right out of high school, he
joined the Merchant Marines
and learned first hand what it
meant to have a “good union,”
he said. After a very “unspec-
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tacular” first semester at
Southwest Texas State, he en-
rolled at Wharton County Jun-
ior College, he said.

“Most people didn't know
vou can make that many hours
of Fs in one semester. I
thought that if you quit going
to classes, they'd give you an
incomplete,” he joked.

Four weeks after graduating
from Wharton, he joined the
Texas Department of Public
Safety where he served as a
highway patrolman for three
vears. While there, he became
one of the first-ever mmority
recruiters in the nation during
“changing times"” in the early
19705,

“If 1 had anything growing
up with my dad and grandpar-
ents, it was that we didn't know
racial boundaries in San
Marcos. Everyvone pretty
much got along in those day. I
can't remember people not
getting along,” he said.

As he worked for the DPS,
Soechting took college classes
and got his degree from South-
west Texas State. What tipped
him off to be a lawyer was
watching a bungling young
lawyer in Austin handle a traf-
fic court case involving Officer
Soechting in Austin. “The law-
ver was the worst lawyer I had
ever seen. He was driving a
brand new Mercedes convert-
ible, and I thought, “Well, if a
bad lawyer can make money,
then how much could a good
lawyer make? I learned later
that probably his parents gave
that car to him.”

Soechting’s days driving
sports cars have been over
since 1988. Today he drives a
four door Chevy pick-up.

Through law school at South
Texas College of Law in Hous-
ton, he was a bailiff in a
sheriff's office. “It was a great
job for someone who was in
law school. I alzo saw some of
the best lawyers there ever
were,” he said.

Soechting cut his political
teeth in law school working for
a Democratic judge, Robert
Lowery, the first juvenile judge
in Texas. “If there is anything
that is going to reinforee your
Demaocratic leanings, it's look-
ing at kids who have not had a
shot in life, other than maybe
a hit across their face by their
parents,” he said.

Since 1981, Soechting has
been a private practice attor-
ney, and has managed the San
Marcos office of the Houston
based law firm of O’'Quinn,

Laminack & Pirtle, In 1982, he
was the Hays County Coordi-
nator for the Lloyd Bentsen
campaign.

After chairing the Hayes
County Democratic Party for
two yvears, he served as TDP
General Counsel for two years
because, as he said, he had a
known-record of defending
Demoerats from frivolous law-
suits filed by Republicans.

To serve out the remaining
term of outgoing chair Molly
Beth Malcolm, Soechting was
elected on the second ballot
(34 of 62) as the interm chair-
man of the Texas Democratic
Party in 2002. He beat out five
contenders including his
friend Garry Mauro, former
land commissioner and
former gubernatorial candi-
date against George W. Bush.

Mauro reportedly stormed
out of the meeting, but now
“when [ have a conflict — Ijust
can't be at two places — I'll
call, and Garry will go for me.
It's hard to beat that,”
Soechting said. “He's a good
guy and a good friend. I hated
the devil that we ran against
each other”

Soechting was reelected
chairman in June 2004 from
the floor of the state conven-
tion. “Roughly 9,000 people
said yes and three or four said
no,” from the greatest number
of delegates, about 10,000, to
attend the convention in the
last three election cyeles.

At his office at Texas Demo-
cratic Party’s headquarters in
Austin last Wednesday, exactly
a week before his prostate sur-
gery, Chairman Snenht:ing sat
down with the LoNE STAR
IconocLasT's Nathan Diebe-
now to talk about the power of
the “ATM States,” the four bit-
tersweet U5, Congressional
races in Texas, and the hite
the Texas Republicans will
feel come the next election in
two vears.

SOECHTING: You probably
want to know what [ think
about George W. Bush, huh?

ICONOCLAST: Okay, what
do you think about George W
Bush?

SOECHTING: It's a sad
thing because the very simple
fact is John Kerry is a better

See SOECHTING, Next Page
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« SOECHTING: ‘Bush is still the most overated thing since number two pine.’

Continued From Previous Page

man than George Bush. [ can't
even say that George Bush
stole this election because he
didn't steal it this time. They
got a few million more voters.

24, so [ can be in Orlando, Fla.,
to attend the Association of
state Democratic Chairs con-
ference on Jan. 10-11. We're
going to have a lot of impact

“I think I'm the meanest

and input because we're
one of the ATM states —
xas, California and

chairman they 've ever had.” wew york,

— Charles Soechting

We're going to show
what not reinvesting in

Bush is still the most over-
rated thing since number two
vellow pine. Anybody who
knows whoever built with
number two yellow pine knows
what I'm talking about. He is
just not as capable or as com-
petent as he was thought to be
at first, and I think that the fact
that you've got a shake up of
monumental proportions in
that cabinet right now 15 some
evidence of that. I don't think
he's replaced any of them with
any better than he had to start
with. The notable exception is
General Colin Powell who by
all accounts is a very decent
Iman.

ICONOCLAST: But he's
more decent now that he's out

a blue state can cause to
happen. Texas is already turn-
ing into a Republican state,
and we're trying to turn it
back. California and New York,
if they are not careful, if they
disregard them like Texas this
vear, it won't be good. In this
election cycle, I believe Texans
contributed around $15 million
to out-of-state campaigns. No
Democratic money was spent
in those states. It all went to
into lowa, lllineis, and the like.
The last time the DNC spent
any money in Texas was in
1980, I think if vou're not care-
ful, you ereate battleground
states. You've got to treat ev-
ery state like it's a battle worth
fighting, I believe. You win few
battles by not fighting. You

of there, right?
SOECHTING: Well,
[ don't think he ever
lied to the American
people, I think he was
given bad informa-
tion, but I think that
George Bush has no
problems looking into

“I wouldn’t be surprised
if we saw a bunch of
Republicans get indicted
before this is all over with.”

— Charles Soechting

the camera and tell-
ing the biggest lie he can. It
just doesn't seem to matter to
him. He's overrated and sur-
rounded by some awiful, mean,
narrow-minded, vicious
people, and unfortunately, he
relies on them for his advice.
Hell, so0 what do you get? A
mean, nasty, narrow-minded,
vicious president that smiles
at you while he lies to vou, and
he's screwing the American
people by and large. I mean, 1
give him credit. He is truly tak-
ing care of the richest people
of this country and doing well
at that.

ICONOCLAST: The real
question 15 what happened to
John Kerry’s campaign for
president? Do you think that
Kerry should have come here
to Texas to campaign more?

SOECHTING: Absolutely!
He should have campaigned

never win a battle by not fight-
ing.

I want to make it real clear,
I'm not mad at the DNC, I like
the DNC. We partner on deals.
[ certainly don't begrudge any-
body who is giving money to
the national campaigns, but 1
think if the national campaign
is going to get resources from
the state of Texas, that the vot-
ers of the state of Texas are
sure entitled to the candidates
showing up. John Kerry came
to Texas on April 22, John
Edwards was a dream candi-
date. He was very good about
coming to Texas, He was the
keynote speaker al the state
Democratic convention. He's a
great man, and I'm very hope-
ful that he's going to be the
next candidate for president.

I think you're going to see a
different type of DNC in the fu-

“I think if you’re not careful,
you create battleground states.
You've pot to treat every state
like it’s a battle worth fighting.”
— Charles Soechting

ture. I'm proud
to serve with
them. They're
good people.
And as vou
know, we're in
the process of
electing a new
DNC chair, I've

here at least about once every
five or six weeks. He would
have made Bush spend money
in Texas. Bush got a free ride.
He didn't deserve it either.
You know, I've got prostate
cancer, and I'm moving my
surgery up from Dec. 2 to Now.

already started getting phone
calls from all the top contend-
ers because they know that we
vote in a lot of delegates from
Texas.

ICONOCLAST: So which
way are your delegates going
to be voling?
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THE STAFF OF THE TEXAS DEMOCRATIC PARTY includes (from left) Charles Soechting, Loi
Taylor, Linda Leff, David Parney, Mary Blumberg, Brian Pendleton, Chrissy Mobin, Ken Bailey,

Muriah Celovsky, Shelley Smith, Evan Hicks, and Mike Lavigne.

Seatl Phoito By Nathan Dieboancw

SOECHTING: I don't know.
Dean is a pretty neat guy. All
except for one little scream in
[owa, I've never seen anything
about him that wasn't 100-per-
cent normal. That one little
nanosecond clip was played
repeatedly to try to frame him.
He's a good man. He's very
good with the grassroots.

You've got Governor Bill
Sack from lowa, who is a friend
of mine. [ like him an awful lot.
I'd be real, real happy with
him, too. We're hearing that
Ron Kirk might be running
from Dallas, and I'm excited
about that. I haven't heard
from Ron, but I'd like to. I think
that it's going to play out for
the next two months as to
who's in and who's out,

ICONOCLAST: Why isn't
the Texas Presidential Elec-
tion Primary closer to Super
Tuesday in order to have Tex-
ans’ wvoices heard more
strongly in the election pro-
cesses”?

SOECHTING: Last year it
was changed to a week alter
Super Tuesdav. Ask the Re-
publicans in the Legislature
why because this time and be-
fore, they don't want people
coming to Texas and talking
bad about George W Bush. I
jJust think it’s as simple as that.
George Bush didn't want any-
one to talk bad about him. I
mean, when your entire presi-
dency and your entire career
15 a big facade, it's important
yvou try to preserve it as best
vou can.

ICONOCLAST: So it's pos-
sible to move the Texas pri-
mary?

SOECHTING: Oh, the Leg-
islature can move it in a heart
beat. I would challenge the
new state rep that covers
Crawford to step up to the
plate and introduce legislation
moving the primary closer to
Super Tuesday.

ICONOCLAST: Do you think
that these electronic voting
machines ought to leave a pa-
per trail for safety sake?

SOECHTING: Yes, but there
ought to be some honest
people running the companies
that produce these machines.

I have no problem with elec-
tronic voting machines until
there is a level of competence
and integrity that we are far
from having. Right now, I don’t
like them.

ICONOCLAST: What is your
process for recruiting new
candidates in Texas like? How
does that work through this
office, if it does?

SOECHTING: Oh, it does. 1
put out notes and memos to ev-
eryone in the field. Every
county official., every elected
official, and every Democrat
will get one in the next several

months, and the newest one is
going to say we've got another
election cyele coming up in the
next year and half from now —
that's when it really starts in
earnest in 2005 — so you have
to start eight months from now
to groom your candidates.
This last time around, I was
told that we were crazy to
think we were going to get 11
candidates to challenge.
That’s what a Democrat told
me. We ended up getting 35
challengers. With that we got
some that were obviously

Continued On Next Page
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* SOECHTING...From Previous Page

stronger than others, but we
got some really good candi-
dates.

[ think that [the candidate
selection process] 15 a local 15-
sue, but tomorrow, I'm going to
the Valley to meet with leaders
[ respect, and, maybe, [ don’t
even get along with right now,
but we all talk and figure out
the things we did right and the
things we did wrong and how
we can change it.

For instance, one of my
county chairmen down there
says we need to work on more
white turnout. And I agree
with him. Our Hispanic-and Af-
rican-American constituen-
cies vote very well, but we've
got to somehow reach across
the divide to that missing
middle, like the people that it
makes absolutely no economic
sense to back the Republican
Party. It makes absolutely no
sense. They might as well go
to Wal-Mart — because they
have to go to Wal-Mart be-
cause Wal-Mart has driven
their local merchants out of
business — and buy a new
hammer, which is probably
made in a foreign country, and
hit themselves on their head
with it everyday because it
makes as much economic
gsense for them to be backing
the Republicans as it does hit-
ting themselves with a ham-
mer. It's crazy.

ICONOCLAST: What are
the Texas Republicans doing
that the Texas Democrats
aren't in terms of reaching that
“missing middle?”

SOECHTING: The Republh-
cans have done a very good job
to frame our party as being the
party that doesn't like guns.
You know. I spent the last three
days on the deer lease in south
Texas and had a great time. [
would venture to say that I own
more firearms than 99 percent
of any Republican, and most
Democrats [ know do. It's just
a false issue.

The same-sex marriage is-
sue 18 a falze issue. It was put
into play only to polarize the
nation, and I have to ask my-
self what kind of man — we
come back to George Bush —
would let something like that
be framed or let people work
for him that would promote
that issue knowing that was
not an issue anywhere until he
thought to make it an issue.

Same-sex marriage has al-
ready been decided upon by
the Texas Legislature. We
don't need an amendment.
(zeorge Bush has said he's in
favor of eivil unions. 1 don't
know of any widespread effort
anywhere to have same-sex
marriage, but it's one that the
Republican Party tries to
make an issue.

I get along fine with Rs and
D=, but I just think that —
when you get down to the so-
cial 1ssues, the economic 1s-
sues, the education issues —

if, in fact, these Republicans
really believe some of the
things they're saying, then
someone took their brains out
and put them in a pickle jar.
You can't be using vour brain
and think that we don't need to
have a strong public education
system. [ challenge Tom Crad-
dﬁk, David Dewherst, and
Rick Perry to deny right now
that they are not trying to
privatize public education in
the state of Texas. It's clear as
glass. It's all about big bucks.

[ don't mean it to sound ir-
responsible, but this Texas
government under the Repub-
lican Party is as close to the
Mafia as this state has ever
been. It's unbelievable. They
shake people down for money.
Intimidate. The simple fact is
these are the kind of guys that
got beat up in high school, and
they've got power now, and
they use it very, very unfairly
when it comes to people. The
Demaocratic Party is lily white
compared to this bunch.

(God! They act like they are
the only people that go to
church. You know, that’s sim-
ply not the case. There's a lot
of us have faith, a very tradi-
tional faith, I might add. I was
raised in the Southern Baptist
church. My grandpa was a
Southern Baptist preacher.
['ve been an Episcopalian for
nearly 30 vears. [ still have my
original confirmation prayer
book that was given to me at
the time of my confirmation, so
[ don't know why George Bush
gets off because he's friends
with frauds like Jerry Falwell,
Pat Robertson, and I guess he
and Jimmy Swaggert are good
friends, but these are a bunch
of financial frauds trying to
make a fortune off God.

ICONOCLAST: What about
the bigger races in Texas like
Governor, Lt Governor, Attor-
ney General, and the like? Who
is making noises about run-
ning for these offices?

SOECHTING: I had break-
fast vesterday with a man that
[ know is going to be one of our
statewide candidates in ‘06.
Right now, when the Republi-
cans gave us congressional
redistricting, they gave us four
candidates that are potential
statewide candidates today.
Look at men like Charlie
Stenholm. Charlie forgot more
about agriculture in the last 15
minutes than his opponent
knew his entire life.

Obviously, there’s going to
be an ag commissioner race
coming up. You've got men like
Tom Ramsey, former state
representative, that has indi-
cated an interest in that job in
the past. You've got land com-
missioners. You've got Attor-
ney (zeneral. God knows Texas
could use an honest attorney
general You've got Supreme
Court race coming up. You've
got Bruee Bell and Jim Turner,
both very able lawvers who
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MAIL-OUT MADNESS — Independently of their candidates, State Democratic Executive Com-

mittee paid for mail-out advertisements which were specifically formated to fight against their

Republican competition in selected races this last election cycle.

Sial Photo By Nathan Diesbences

have served in Congress very
respectably. 1 have to wonder
what they’ll be looking at, so
those four and others. Tony
sanchez has indicated that an
interest in governor. And I'm
sure he'll do his due diligence
and make some decision.

There's no shortage of state
candidates, and we're not go-
ing to have under my chair-
manship, the kind of
bloodbaths that both Demo-
crats and Republicans have
had in the past. We're not go-
ing to have the candidates go
through such a tough primary
that’s divisive. We're going to
have races that are going to be
conducted with dignity and
unity. I know I'm capable of
that. I'm a pretty good lawyer.
[ have to admit that. If nothing
else, I've got the bully pulpit as
state chair now, and we can
talk to people in a persuasive
manner and explain to them
that it's a whole lot better to go
into this better united than di-
vided. Republicans used to do
that, but now, they're starting
to eat their own.

ICONOCLAST: Tell me
about how the Texas Demo-
cratic Party regained seats in
the Texas House this last elec-
tion,

SOECHTING: One of the
biggest things we did this last
legislative session was “Take
Back Texas"” which was the co-
ordinating campaign run out of
this office. We put a lot of ef-
fort into it

First, the Republicans
helped us all they could by gen-
erating some unhbelievable
news stories. I call it the
“Craddick Corruption Carte]”
because it is. You know you
have the speaker of the house

going down, meeting people he
doesn’t know at breakfast and
taking $100,000 checks, saying
he doesn't know what they
were for, and he has a hard
time understanding what's
wrong with that?

What we did, for instance,
Ray Allen was discovered run-
ning an illegal business out of
his office. These mail-outs
were specific to that race, but
then, we had some mail pieces,
no matter what district you
were in, because the same
group of fellas and ladies had
taken this illegal money, in our
opinion. We dropped their
name on these, and they went
out to different districts in the
state. I think it was CariTaL
OnLive magazine said it was

like guerrilla warfare. As the)
said, we offered no apologies
and no withdraws. We just rar
races like the Republicans
have run races, and they have
run nasty races. We just got in
there and mixed it up this time.
and they were kind of upse
that they got slapped here and
there,

Anvway, the piece where
they really got hot about was
“Tom DeLay & Talmadge
Heflin — Together We Can ..
Finish Off Texas Families,”

ICONOCLAST: S0 whal
yvour office did was basically
filled in the blanks in these
mail-outs, changing the names
of the Republican candidates
in each district on the same
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mail out?

SOECHTING: Unless
there were some specific sto-
ries, like this man had been
the chairman of appropria-
tions in the House for 22
yvears, Talmadge Heflin. He
tried to steal that little baby
there, that African-American
boy. Now, of course, he's de-
ciding on whether he wants
to steal the election where he
was beaten by Hubert Vo by
31 votes. And, of course, when
he did something like this, or-
dinarily in the past, maybe he
would have gotten a pass
from the state party but not
this year because when a
man is busy trying to steal
someone’s baby, that's some-
thing the voters ought to
know,

ICONOCLAST: Are you
saying that the Republican
Party didn't like what Heflin
was doing either?

SOECHTING: No, they
couldn't care less about it. I
think that the district attor-
ney down in Houston should
have taken action against
Talmadge Heflin because
there was a question about
whether the woman was his
maid or his housekeeper, but
he got on the witness stand,
swore to God, and said,
“She’s a housekeeper No, [
mean, a maid.”

We ran truthful and honest
campaigns that they just
thought [Heflin's situation]
was wrong. Everyone from
Tom DeLay to the local can-
didates thought we were be-
ing too mean. Delay, a man
who can't even spell “ethics”
— vou can stick a Webster's
Dictionary in front of his face,
and he might find ethics, but
he can’t find it in his heart. He
even came out and said that
it was some of the meanest
mail we had ever seen.

I think they've gotten a
pass in years past where they
didn’t get hit as hard. Mike
Haley once said that in vears
past, Martin Frost and Pete
Laney kept the state party
out of things as much as they
could, but it said that the
state party under Charles
Soechting turned to Kelly
Faro (Soechting's favorite
advisor) and decided to have
guerrilla warfare, which we
did. The first time in 30 years
we've had a net gain in House
seats. The last time, my poor
predecessor, she had to be
here when we lost 16 seats.
We had a net gain of one at
the same time the Republi-
cans were predicting to pick
up 10,

I wouldn't be surprised if
we saw a bunch of Republi-
cans get indicted before this
iz all over with because you
can't take the magnitude of
the money taking, the arro-
gance with which they took it
in complete disregard of
campaign finance laws. If any

of them get indicted it's be-
cause they made a con-
science decision, they
wanted to go to jail. I mean,
they just thought they were
bulletproof. What's the three
stages of intoxication? Invis-
ible, bulletproof, and totally

arrogant.
ICONOCLAST: What do
you think about Tom

Craddick’s stance on Hubert
Vo?

SOECHTING: I think it
would be the craziest thing
Tom Craddick has done to
date because we all know
Tom Craddick calls the shots
and tells people what they
can and can't do. I think it
would be like taking a live
hand-grenade and stuffing
down the front of your shorts.
It would make no sense. I
would be shocked to see
someone do it.

ICONOCLAST: Comments
like that make me think vou're
the bulldog of the party. You
kind of get Democrats going.
[s that what the chairmanship
i5 all about?

SOECHTING: I think I'm
the meanest chairman they've
ever had. I had one candidate
at the state convention that
was just — you have to under-
stand I had back surgery right
after the convention, so [ was
a little less than hurting.
{smiles) There was no ques-
tion. He would not stop grab-
bing a hold of me,

Charles Soechting with his law enforcement patches.

it's that we've done a great job
at that.

This is a pretty big tent we
have here in the Democratic
Party. We try to make sure that
all the different points of view
get a fair hearing. We come up
with what we hope is a cohe-
sive and unified message.
That's my main job. Today, I'm
here. Tomorrow, I'm going to
the Valley. Friday, I'll be in the
Valley. Saturday, I'll be in San
Antonio in the morning.
Temple in the evening. Sunday
at home. Monday, I don't have
a clue. They usually tell me.
What day is Monday next
week? I've got to get ready for
this surgery, so I have to take

if a eriminal has the right to a
lawyer than a kid has the right
to a doctor, especially children
of working parents because
the Medicaid programs are
going to pick up the absolute
bottom, but see, if you look at
the math the way the Republi-
cans do math, they'll say, well,
we're going to put these kids
on Medicaid instead of CHIP
Who pays for Medicaid? You
can't sit there and say and act
Iillie there's not an expense at
all.

ICONOCLAST: How are the
Democrats going to get those
150,000 children back into the
Children's Health Insurance
Program?

SOECHTING:

wanting to talk, I
kept telling him we
would talk, and we
did talk, but he
wouldn't stop. Fi-

“If a criminal has the right to a lawyer
than a kid has the right to a doctor,
especially children of working parents.”

The funding has al-
wavs been in place,
The problems is
that the Republi-
cans kicked the

nally, I told him if - : Jafi children off the rolls
he touched me one Charles Soechting o g vp the
more time I'd requirements so
strangle him. a few days before that. people don’t qualify. The fed-

My old predecessor Bob
Slagle, known as the most con-
genial, affable, decent man,
but an unbelievable shrewd
politician took me aside. He
said, “Now, Charlie, you're go-
ing tolearn that if you threaten
to strangle someone you have
to do it with a smile on vour
face.” I learned from Bob ear-
lier on, you have to smile
through a lot of this, but the
fact is the state party has come
alive for the first time in a long
time.

ICONOCLAST: Going back
to your roll at the TDE How
would you define your roll?

SOECHTING: My job is
keep the message focused. It's
not about me. It's truly not. It's
about letting the people know
— and I'm talking about all the
people in the state — for in-
stance, when we catch Tom
Craddick not playing by the
rules, when we catech Tom
DeLay not playing by the
rules, the list goes around.
Once we catch these guys go-
ing out-of-bounds, it's my job
to make sure the people in the
state of Texas know about it. If
I can =av weve done one thing,

ICONOCLAST: What's the
hardest part about running the
Texas Democratic Party right
now?

SOECHTING: The hardest
part about the job is raising
money right now, but it's get-
ting better because people
have been intimidated by the
Republicans. There are lobby-
ists here in town that will tell
vou, probably off the record,
that they've been told that if
they get caught giving any
money to a Democrat, theiris-
sues will never see a hearing,
never see a floor vote, If there
has ever been a time that poli-
ticians have misused their po-
sitions of power, it's been the
Craddick administration. He
and Rick Perry have abso-
lutely shown that Texas gov-
ernment is the best vou can
buy. There's no question that
it's for sale under these guys’
leadership.

What I'm looking forward to
18 being out there for the next
two years. That's how much
longer I have in my term. I
think our legislative program
is going to push hard this time
for restoration of CHIEP [ mean,

eral government's budget pro-
vides help to provide funding
for this program. It's just
whether you're willing enough
and smart enough to take ad-
vantage of the resources that
are available,

ICONOCLAST: Are the
Democrats going to file legis-
lation to loosen the eligibility
requirements back to the way
they were before?

SOECHTING: 1 think even
the Republicans have realized
that this was a gigantic blun-
der on their part. And [ think
that they are going to be smart
enough to restore funding for
it because the money 1s there
to do it. Yes, we're going back
to the old eligibility require-
ments to gel these kids back
in the program.

ICONOCLAST: What is the
status on the congressional re-
districting maps? The Su-
preme Court sent the maps
back to the three judge panel
to review.

SOECHTING: We'll have to
update the evidence in light of
what happened in this election,
but I don't begin to dare pre-
dict what that panel is going to

do. I sat through the argu-
ments and a big part of that
trial. The judges, of course, can
come lo decisions based on
what they perceive the evi-
dence to be, but I would have
had a hard time reaching the
same conclusions two of those
judges reached. It was a parti-
san deal. I come from that old
school where I thought the
facts and the evidence really
mattered in a tral, and I guess
the two judges in the majorit
really felt that's what the evi-
dence showed them but appar-
ently, this wvery radical
Supreme Court and partisan in
appearance thought they
ought to have looked at the
evidence in a different way.
Whether they do or not, [ have
no idea.

ICONOCLAST: What can we
expect out of this office in the
next two years?

SOECHTING: I think you
can pretty much expect that
we'll be all over the place dur-
ing the session trying to make
sure that the Democrats, num-
ber one, vote their districts
and number two, vote respon-
sibly. I think there's no prob-
lem with that.

You know, one thing that
happened after I got to be
chair — I believe I was the
first chair in party history to
openly come out and en-
dorse against incumbents,
people who had stopped vot-
ing like Democrats and had
taken up with Craddick. We
were able to beat his chair-
man of county affairs, Glenn
Lewis, his chairman of ways
and means, Ron Wilson (of
Houston), Roberto
Gutierrez (of McAllen),
Jaime Capelo (of Corpus
Christi), Gabi Canales (of
Alice). The people got rid of
some really marginal
Democrats, people who
wouldn't know how to find
their way to their distriet with
a good road map and a GPS.
They were taking care of
themselves and not their dis-
tricts. Those were people on
Tom Craddick’s leadership
team. Now, we have a very re-
liable and known quantity of
state reps. I'm real pleased
with what we got. We've prob-
ably got some of the best
state reps talent-wise this
legislature has ever seen.

Let me ask you this, have
yvou any luck with interviewing
my counterpart?

ICONOCLAST: Honestly, I
haven't even tried.

SOECHTING: You won't get
it. She won't do it.

ICONOCLAST: Why is that?

SOECHTING: She won't do
it. I mean, she will not do an
interview. Period, I've talked to
all the political papers.
They've tried and tried. I think
vou ought to call her and say
just so you can say you called
and asked for an interview. Be
sure to tell her what paper
you're with and she’ll abso-
lutelv {cough),
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Researchers, Democrats Continue
To Dispute Presidential Election Totals

CRAWFORD — In at least
two states, Florida and Ohio,
that unofficially went to Presi-
dent-Elect George W Bush,
the 2004 presidential election
was still in dispute last week by
university researchers and
state party Democrats while
another state released counts
favoring a Bush victory.

Starting with the latter,
TIowa's seven electoral votes
will be marked into the Repub-
lican column for the first time
since 1984 as lowa Secretary of
State Chet Culver released
unofficial totals last Wednes-
day. President Bush won by a
margin of 10,059, with 751,957
votes to 741,898 for Sen John
F. Kerry.

This defeat was decided by
less than one percent of the 1.5
million ballots cast, however,
compared to the last presiden-
tial election when the margin
was more than double —
Democrat Al Gore won by 4,144
votes in 2000.

Had Independent Ralph
Nader gotten twice as many
votes in lowa than he did, 5,973
voles, he would have been a
factor in the race.

Iowa’s vote totals will be cer-
tified on Nowv. 29 by the state's
Executive Council, a panel of
statewide elected officials.

Florida

President George W, Bush
may have been awarded
260,000 or more votes due to
electronic voting machine ir-
regularities from three Florida
counties that have more voters
registered as Democrats than
Republicans, according to a
report issued by a UC Berke-
ley research team.

Led by Sociology Professor
Michael Hout, the research
team called for an immediate
investigation by Florida offi-
cials after disclosing their find-
ings during a press conference
last Thursday.

“Something went awry with
electronic voting in Florida,”
said Hout, to PC WorLD maga-
zine,

Th team noted that Presi-
dent Bush gained votes in
counties where electronic vot-
ing machines were used ver-
sus counties using traditional
voting methods. They con-
cluded that discrepancies this
large or larger rarely arise by
chance — the probability is
less than 0.1 percent.

*“The three counties where
the voting anomalies were
most prevalent were also the
most heavily Democratic
counties, not the [conserva-
tive] Dixiecrat counties you've
all heard about before, but the
more heavily Democratic

counties that used e-vote tech-
nology, including Broward,
Palm Beach, and Miami-Dade
counties in order of magni-
tude,” said Professor Hout, as
reported by Buzzflash.com.

Although the irregularities
account for between 130,000
and 260,000 votes, compensa-
tion of these votes will not give
the state to Sen. Kerry, who
lost by more than 377,000
voles.

“For the sake of all future elec-
tions involving electronic voling,
someoneneeds to explain the sta-
tistical anomalies that we found
in Florida. We're calling on offi-
cials in Florida totake up this task
and to take action now,” said Hout
via Buzzflash.com.

Ohio

The Ohio Democratic Party
is sef to battle in federal court
for 155,000 provisional ballots
saying that uniformed count-
ing should be performed
across the state and therefore
might show the real winner.

Don McTigue, a Columbus
lawyer who filed the lawsuit
for the Ohio Democratic Party,
said the Democrats have con-
cerns that different standards
are being applied from county
to county, according to the
CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER.

“Our action is not tied to
some hope of changing the
outcome of the election. We're
being consistent with the
Kerry campaign, and the

Democratic Party’s interest in
seeing all eligible ballots are
counted,” McTigue said via the
Pram DEALER.

President Bush won Ohio
with 136,000 votes more than
sen, Kerry, according to the
unofficial tally. Kerry conceded
that not enough outstanding
voles exisl to sway the election
his way in the key battleground
state,

Election officials in Ohio said
last week that the vast major-
ity of provisional ballots cast in
Ohio were legitimate.

Al the same time, election of-
ficials in Madison County
found that about 2,600 ballots
were double-counted, and two
other counties have discov-

ered possible cases of people
voting twice in the presidential
election.

They voting errors are be
lieved to be the fault of the poll
workers mishanding ballots as
well as giving wrong informa-
tion about voting require-
ments with regard to absentee
ballots.

Washington State

Washington's secretary of
state said last Wednesday that
he would order a recount for
the gubenitornal race this week
in light of candidate Dinc
Rossi, 45, a Republican busi-
nessman and former state
senator, up ahead by 261 votes
Under state law, a winner must
be declared by Dec. 2.

Blake Crowned Miss Houston-Harris County Rodeo

HOUSTON — The first Miss
Houston-Harris County Rodeo
queen pageant was held at the
Hobby Hilton Hotel with the
horsemanship portion at the
Pasadena Rodeo arena.

The inaugural Miss Hous-
ton-Harris County Rodeo
queen who was appointed last
vear, Lacey Williams, ended
her reign on Saturday night,
Nov.13, as she crowned the
new Mizs Houston-Harris
County Rodeo Michaelle Blake
and the first ever Miss Hous-
ton-Harris County Rodeo Teen
queen Avery Gongzales in front
of a gala event gathering.

Miss Houston-Harris
County Rodeo Michaelle Blake
15 a 19-year-old sophomore at
Texas A&M University and is
studyving Biomedical Sciences
where she has a 3.1 GPA and
is on her way to entering the
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine. Blake is a native from
Nacogdoches, Texas, Blake
was active in 4H and Pony Club
for 11 years, including the last
two years as President and
Firat Vice President, and the
FFA for 4 vears. Michaelle is
the 2001 Greater Houston and
Lone Star Quarter Horse As-
sociation Heining Circuit
Champion, 2004 District 5 4-H
Grand Champion Gelding.

THE NEW MISS HOUSTON-HARRIS COUNTY RODEO

Michaelle Blake (left) and the first ever Miss Houston-Harris
County Rodeo Teen Queen Avery Gonzales (right) were crowned
at the Hobby Hilton Hotel with the horsemanship portion at the

Pasadena Rodeo arena.

Blake has also competed in
the HLSR Quarter Horse As-
sociation Youth Reining and

the HLSR Paint Horse Asso-
ciation Youth Reining compe-
titions placing in the top five

for the last three years. She
also competes in the AQHYA
World Horse Judging anc
Texas State 4-H Round ug
Horse. In the spring of this
year she will be on the Texas
A&M horse judging team.
Miss Houston- Harris
County Rodeo Teen Avery
Gonzales is an 18 year-old-se
nior at Groesbeck High Schoo
where she has a 4.1 GPA anc
anticipates graduating in May
2005, Currently she is also tak
ing classes at Navarro College
in Corsicana, but has her eye
on Texas A&M University af
ter high school graduation
She has helped her FFA chap
ter to grow and was the firs
from her chapter to qualify for
State and served as it's 1st vice
president. She has been in the
National Junior Honor Societ)
where she served as Viee
President. Avery has volun
teered for the THSRA Specia
Kids, Tovs for Tots, and Wace
Center for Youth Equestriar
Program among others.
During the day and a hal
competition the contestants
were judged in specific catego.
ries: horsemanship (riding
ability and equine science
knowledge), current events
rodeo knowledge, appearance
personality, and speech.

Spanish Royals’ Visit To Bush Ranch Marks Sign Of Friendlier Relations

CRAWFORD — In an effort
to smooth over relations after
disagreement on global anti-
terrorism policies, the king
and queen of Spain will stop at
President Bush's ranch near
Crawford for a short, private
visit on Wednesday.

The Bush family plans to
spend lunchtime with King
Juan Carlos I and his wife,

Queen Sophia, before the royal
couple leave for their home
country later in the day.

The two countries have been
sharing tense relations since
Prime Minister Jose Luis
RHodriguez Zapatero was
elected last April. As promised
by his election campaign,
Zapatero withdrew troops
from Irag, a move that an-

gered the Bush administra-
tion.

Jose  Maria  Aznar,
Zapatero's predecessor, was
blamed by some for a terror-
ist attack on Spanish trains
that killed 200 people days be-
fore the Spanish election.

The most recent diplomatic
scuffle between Spain and the
ULS. happened late last week

when six nations — Germany,
France, Belgium, Spain, Lux-
embourg, and Greece — re-
fused to send troops to train
Iragi officers as a part of a
broad security program.

All 26 NATO countries, how-
ever, agreed to help fund the
training program, according
to a State Department official
via the Associated Press.
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Pirates’ Come-Back Kick

Routes Loboes In 2nd OT

— Crawford To Face Cooper Next Week —
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CRAWFORD — The
Crawford Pirates (12-0)
came back to defeat the
Cisco Loboes, 27-24, in a
dramatic double-overtime
match last Friday night at
Tarleton Memorial Stadium
in Stephenville.

Set up by runs by Derek
Dumas and B.J. Christian,
Shawn Fulwider's 24-yard
field goal elinched the Pi-
rates’ chanees of moving on
to play Cooper at a site and
time yet to be determined
at presstime in the regional
quarterfinal of the Class 2A
playoffs next week.

Crawlord make time out
of 8:53 in regulation play to
score two touchdowns to
turn the game around.
Cisco was up 17-3 in the fi-
nal period until dodging the
Lobo defenders, quarter-
back Lee Murphy con-
nected with Dumas who
received enough blocking
to score from 58 yards oul
to slash the Lobo lead.

Stepping up again,
Dumas snagged an inter-
ception on 4th and six from

24 §
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THREE-POINT DIFFERENCE —
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Shawn Fulwider's 24-yard field

goal clinched the Pirates' chances of moving on to play Cooper
at a site and time yet to be determined at presstime in the re-
gional quarterfinal of the Class 2A playoffs next week.
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the Pirate 36 for a 64 vard
touchdown. Jad Tawaler
ran it in for the two-point
conversion.

In the first overtime,
Christian blazed a 10-vard
trail to put the team up 24-
17, only to be countered by
Cisco’s 4th and 3 rush for
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Texas Farmers Union

BLUE CHOICE MANAGED CARE

Blue Cross
Blue Shield

Texas Farmers Union
PO. Box 7276

COVERAGE INCLUDES BENEFITS FOR:
*Hospital Expense *Physician Expenses
*Preventative Expenses *Maternity Expenses
*51,000,000.00 Lifetime Maximum

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: h

Waco, Texas 76714  Phone: 1-800-299-3276

TKU

Rares
CGruaraniced
o 4-1-(05

their next TD of the night.

A couple of key defensive
plays helped the Pirates
from disaster. Andrew Judy
sacked the Lobo quarter-
back at a key moment in the
second overtime by push-
ing the rival team out of
field goal range, as
demostrated by its short at-
tempt.

Cornerback Adam
Murphy, near the end of the
first half, knocked the ball
away from the Lobo receiver
before crossing the goal line,
and Tanner Jacobs recov-
ered the gall for a Pirate
touchback.

Lee Murphy completed 14
of 19 pass attempts for 211
vards. Tawater received six
passes for 75 vards.

DEREEK DUMAS (3) escaped
the Cisco Lobos last Friday
night in Stephenville. During
the game, he scored two touch-
down, one from a pass by Lea
Murphy and another from an
interception.

Phgto By Stephen Cook

COACH ROBERT MURPHY
phones in the score, 27-24, of
the Crawford Pirates (12-0)
came-back win over the Cisco
Loboes in a dramatic double-
overtime match last Friday
night at Tarleton Memorial Sta-
dium in Stephenville.

Fholo By Swphen Cook

e gl R - Tl W

LEE MURPHY (19) com-
pleted 14 of 19 pass attempts
for 211 yards and a touchdown
against the Cisco Lobos in a
playoff game last Friday night
in Stephenville.

JAD TAWATER (7) ran it in
for the two-point conversion
after Derek Dumas' touchdown
interception-run last Friday
night against the Cisco Loboes
in Stephenville.

Phota By Stephan Cook

Scott & White Health Plan
Blue Cross-Blue Shield
Caremark

Advance/PCS

Wellpoint

TriCare

Express Scripts

First Care

Albrecht’s Pharmacy, Inc.
506 West 5th, Clifton = (254) 675-8398

We honor all Medicare-approved prescription drug discount cards.
Come by the pharmacy for the enroliment forms. We will get you signed up today!

We also honor all Insurance Plans. Call us to see if we are a pharmacy provider
for vour plan. Some of the many plans we process are:

Federal Employee

Teachers Retirement Plan

Merk-Medco
Aetna

Cigna
Anthem
PAID
Rx-West

Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

R

Uni-Care

Texas Medicaid Plan
United Health Care
Champus-TriCare
elc.
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FFA

THE CRAWFORD FFA held is
show on Saturday, Oct. 30.
Some of the participants in-
cluded (top, from left) first place
goat winners, Lauren Berger,
Jeft Holmes, Tyler Christensen,
Kaitlyn Holmes, Bailey Witly;
(middle, from left) Blake Berger,
third place goat winner, Hunter
Brown and Justin May, swine
show, Nick Shelton, Tth and 9th
place Heifer; (bottom, fram laft)
Mathew Stevens, Sydney
Christensen, grand champion
rabbit, Wiley Sparks, judge, and
Katie Farmer, reserve grand
champion.

Crawfnrd FFA Members Run Show Smuothly

CLIFTON — The Crawford
FFA members not only partici-
pated in the Crawford FFA
Show on Saturday, Oct. 30, but
they also were in charge of run-
ning the show, making sure that
everything went smoothly. The
following FFA members partici-
pated in the show:

» Heifers & Steers — Jonathan
Weatley; Rvan Dillon, 3; Tvler
Stevens; Dakota Smith, 7; Nick
Shelton, 3; Austin Smith, 3;

Mathew Stevens; Laura Little, 1,
2,2,2,3.

* Swine — Aleyna Blackketter;
Kevin Hejl, 3, 5; Reagan Hejl, 1, 3;
Mathan Hejl, 2; Colton Anderson;
Heather Crarcia; Hunter Brown,
2, 2, 2, 4, & reserve cross; Kelby
Noack, 5, 5, 7; Lane Brookshire;
Justin May, 1, reserve champion

hamp.
* GGoats — Jeffrey Holmes, 1;
Kaitlyn Holmes, 1, reserve

champ; Sydney Christensen;

Bosque Valley Family Dental

DR. JOE H. YARBRO, D.D.S.
DR. RicHARD F. HANSARD, D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
ORTHODONTICS

COSMETIC DENTISTRY
SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE

s& habla espanol
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Wednesday, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday, B a.m. to 3 p.m.

1-888-932-6404 = Valley Mills, Texas

Tyler Christensen, 1; Calee
Cargill; Pamela l{luttb Shae
Doty, 4; Jessica Evert, 5; Lauren
Berger, 1; Rachel Ochoa, 8;
Bailey Witty, 1; Blake Berger, 5.

+ Rabbits — Katie Farmer,
reserve champion; Sidney
Christensen, grand champion.

In the Heart of Texas Fair &
Rodeo from Oct. 8-16, the follow-
ing Crawiord FFA members
participated in the show:

+ Heifers & Steers — Jonathan
Weatley, 14; Ryan Dillon, %; Tyler
Stevens, 8; Dakota Smith, 7; Nick
Shelton, 7, 9; Austin Smith, 3, 4;
Mathew Stevens (Brahman, 2, 4;
Beefmaster, 1, 2, 3, 4; Steer, 3).

« Swine — Aleyna Blackketter,
8, 12, 14; Kevin Hejl, 5; Reagan
Hejl, 7; Nathan Hejl, 5; Cooper
Waits, 1, 2; Colton Anderson, 12,
11, 13; Heather Garcia, 15; Hunter
Brown, 1, 7, 8 Kelby Noack, 15,
15; Landon Lippe, 5, 10; Lane
Brookshire, 9; Justin May, 2.

+ (zoats — Austin Behringer, 7,
9, 14; Kaitlyn Holmes, 6, 11;
Sydney Christensen, 1; Tyler
Christensen, 5, & Derek
Christensen, 9 Brian
Christensen, 6, 12; Jessica Evert,
3; Lauren Berger, 1; Calee
Cargill, 14; Shae Doty, 3, 6; Bailey
Witty, 7, 9.

Tickets On Sale For Home Tour Dec. 11

CRAWFORD — The Prairie  Crawford and the historic
School Association has setits  Prairie Chapel community.
annual Christmas Tour of Tickets are $5 per person
Homes for Saturday, Deec. 11, and may be obtained through
from 10 am. - 4 p.m. the Prairie Chapel School As-

All homes and businesses sociation, PO, Box 94,
on the tour are located in mefurd Texas TE638.

r.alr

. . s I
Carpet Sales and Service i

* Wood
* Caramic
= Tila

{ = Laminate Flooring
| = Garpg-‘[
{ = Vinyl

R IR NN SR

QUALITY WORK GUARANTEED

B . Lefty Gonzales Bus. 840-9757
i 1:::;?”:;? Cramer - Operator Cell 708-7860
4 i
|

Fax 840-2321

V[UELLER, INC.

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS & COMPOMNENTS
Waco: 800-525-3814

Mark Noland (ext. 5426) - Roland Hicks (ext. 5427)
5591 M. Hwy. 6, Waco — 254-8B48-2560 = Fax: 254-848-9997

Temple: BOD-525-3814 » Fax: 254-742-2947
1-35 M. between Exit #305 west side of 1-35

www.muellerinc.com

We Finance
the Ranch.

Why lease when you can
own the ranch? At Texas
Land Bank, we understand
the value of land, and
appreciate your desire 1o
own a piace of it.

We offer more than just the
means to buy property.

We help you open the door
when opportunity knocks.

That's what we do.

]

Steve Osirom or Justin Wiethom

Waco Credit Office
1-888-467-6411 10
TexasLandBank.com

TEXAS

LAND BANK

Farm & Ranch
Country Land & Home Loans
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DAY DATE OPPOMENT EITE TEAMSE TIKEE
Tiarichiliny! Mo, 30 &k Lodisnn Lesafiil 9, 0 W 500, 8:15, 7:30
Thiaars - oall Liesc. F-d | Lsdndievirey | cemaman] Larareharew W THA
Thesg -5 Dz, F4 | oty W Towmarmes [ R ) JW TEA
Tuesddry D, 7 [ Crawior Sth, JW_ ¥ 5200, 6:15, T:30
lJ}J:E‘J{; Tiaure. -Saf, Do, 171 | Erawford Tournamenf Crawdorg ¥ TiA
| Thiars-Earl Dz 517 | China Spring Toumaman]  China Spring JY, 8 TEA
Tisesikny Dec. 14 @ Gokithvenite Gl raaite N A3, 6300
Sanhiarclany Do 18 il Bosqueila iy il JWW 5100, §:30
s 1 Friday Dec. 20 Valpy Lils Crawdord J¥ ¥ oD,
GranD rd Glrls Tuesay D, M Garaswile Crautory J¥ ¥ E500, 630
EASKETEA LL Wed. -Fri Dec. #3171 | Caprock Toumamssnl Lubback W THA
2“04‘20“5 Tiripikay! Jan, 4 Dbl Diutdn JU W 500, 830
Friday Jan, T Rpoady Crawdor 24, ¥ 5200, 6:16, T: 32
Schedule Torsday Jan, 11 al Clifton Chhan V.V | 500,645, 790
HlGH ECHGGL Friday Jmn. 74 Troy Crandora J¥. V. § | 500, 5:30, B:00
Tusegay Jmn, T MeGregor Crawdorg JV W B §200, 6:30, 000
Friiay Jain. 21 il Bruceville: Eddy Brucirsila- Edidy JW, W, F 5200, 6:30, B:00
Ty Jdan. 25 o Mooy Mooy S B S0, 6, B0
Friday S, 28 Ciifion Crawtory JV. K 8§ 5400, 5:30, B0
Tisesray Fab. 1 it Troy Troy W, B S300, G:a0, B:00
Friaay Fab: 4 o McGEagor WG g O W, 0 500, 8:30, 800
Tupsoay Faob. § Bruoevihe-Eday Crawiorn JV KR 5200, 530, B:00
DAY DATE OPPOHENT SITE TEAMS TIME
Moncay Mo, 20 Troy Troy s | =00
Morday D, & MoGrsgor MoGiregar ot v | 500
Monday Dec. 13 Brucevilie-Eddy Crawlord | 1270 RN | ga00
C_ .'lef d G' I ! Thursday L, Maody Crivford st e’ fan0
rawior Irs ks, & ek
BASKETBALL | == | = © e Giifion i ¢ s, | 500
2004-2005 et A it Froy Crawiord | sone sy | 500
Schedule Thursday Jdan. 27 MeGrogor Crawlord | Jomd TR | 500
JUNIOR HIGH Saturday Jan. 38 Crawiord Toum Crawiord  |T™*0  f| TBA
Thursday Fsty. 5 Broceyile-Eddy Brucevilla-Eddy :_._:: 1:’:_ Bl

CORYELL COUNTY
COMMISSION CO.

Sale Every saturday
Sheep & Goats 10000 = Canbe 1:00
lignilly |

Date: 11-13-04

Mo. 1 Steers

under 300 Ib. 160-188
300-200 Ib. 130-163
400-500 lb. 120-142 Steady
500-600 Ib. 105-118
GOO-T0D 1b. 100-112
TO0-800 b, ar-103

Mo. 1 Helfers

undar 300 Ib. 135-166
300-400 Ib. 115141
400-50:0 1b. 105126  Steady
S00-50:0 1b. 100-112
GO0-T0D 1bs, 85-106
T0O0-800 ibs. 92-29
Slaughter Cows

High Yielding 47 to 54

Low Yielding AT to 44 Sieady
Fals 45 to 52

Thin & Shelly 30 to 40

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 Ib.)
Yield Grade 15255 to T2.50 Sbeady

Cow & Calf Pairs

Young Chalee1100 ta 1320

Young Fair 900 to 1100 510 Up
Aged Palrs 700 to 850

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker
Replacemant Cows
500 1o 1060

Number of Head....968
Sale will be closed

Sat., Nov. 27th
for Thanksgiving Holiday

Cratesville
Jody Thomas |
sale (254) 365-9121
Mobile (234) Z23-2958

BOH5-B219

Huckabee To Repair CES
Pavement Summer 2005

CRAWFORD — The Board
of Trustees of the Crawford In-
dependent School District was
informed in regular session on
Monday, Nov. 15, that
Huckabee and Associates will
repair the asphalt on the pave-
ment at the elementary school
during the summer of 2005 at
no cost to the distriet.

A report was provided from
Fugro Consultants to the
board regarding the results of
the elementary school pave-
ment testing and their recom-
mendation regarding the
proposed method of repair.

Supt. Kevin Noack and cam-
pus administrators also re-
cently met with Mike King of
Huckabee and Associates to
discuss future project needs
for the district.

Supt. Noack reported that
the purchase of the house is
moving forward. and also in-
formed the board on the
progress of the technology up-
grade.

The board approved that the
regular monthly board meet-
ing be changed to the third
Monday of each month at 6:30
p.m. during dayvlight savings
time. The meeting time will
change to 7:30 p.m. during the
time change forward. The mo-
tion was made by Trustee
Chuck Raley and seconded by

cemvmdr o o TH: =T TEEDIL: oo wmn o

The board approved the con-
sent agenda as presented
along with the following bud-
get amendments: $20,000 from
B1-6600 to 36-6400; £20,000 from
51-6400 to 81-6600, 2,400 from
G11-G300 to 23-6300, and 36,400
from 51-6200 to 53-6300, The
motion passed unanimously
after Trustees Jeff Baize
moved and Charles Raley sec-
onded.

Supt. Noack informed the
board that the holiday on Jan.
17, 2005, would be changed to
Jan. 21, 2005, due to a band trip
to Wushin[i',‘tun D.C.

General information was
presented to the board regard-
ing the current status of the
school bus fleet.

Spread The Word §
with . % - ;

T
lconockast A

! h ., )
T, & '
.-

1-800-241-5504 or
(254) 67

thatan
s

Cards of Thanks, arc Real Estate.

9-3336
LOCAL NUMEER

Classified Word Ads .

& non-Dordenad, ied-only, ads

B i
NoBoea,

JAd Rater 55.00 (pand in advance)

minimum

Experiencing Debt Problems!
Tired of being denied?

Not a Problem
Let our professional customer service representatives
help you secure that dream home, car or just pay off
those nagging bills.

Call us today Toll Free 1-866-833-6962
or visit www.clarksonreferrals.com

Employment § For Rent _

INDUSTRIAL

PRODUCTION
CONCRETE WKRS
PLUMBERS
ELECTRICAL

General LABORERS
WELDERS

Jack of All Trades
2701 Franklin Ave,
(254) 754-7997

FOR RENT
2 BR [ 1'% BA studio apt,
in Crawford. $475 / $300

Call to see (254} 757-0063
or (254) 214-4293

Real Estate

THREE LOVELY BRICK country
homes. Two on acreage with view:
130,000, 185,000, and 299,000
254-5826111.

4547

Christmas In The Park Set Sunday, Dec. 5

CRAWFORD — Christmas
In The Park will be held on
Sunday, Dec. 5, at Tonkawa
Park, starting at 6:30 p.m.,
sponsored by the Crawford
Chamber of Commerce and
Agriculture.

The Chamber also invites
participants to purchase this
year's Chamber ornament, a
red French horn, and place it
on the Christmas tree in the
park.

The engraved ornament
costs $25 for a small size and
830 tor a large size. The larger

ornament can be purchased in
honor of, in memory of, and in
appreciation of someone spe-
cial.

This year, the Chamber is
also sponsoring a toy and spe-
cial items drive for military
families at Fort Hood. Dona-
tions can be dropped off at the
Park on Dec, 5.

For more information, con-
tact Kim Williams,

INFO

Williams, (254) 4B6-9114,
(254) T17-7137.

bote Funerad Home, Ine.

A Thadition of Execllinee”

B R S B B R R R Ty B B R e

* Pre-Need and At-Need Arrangements

* Cremation and Memorial Arrangements

1113 West Fifth Street
McGregor, TX 76657
(254) B40-2880

Digpity/

S

Mailing Address
PO. Box 342
McGregor, TX 76657

* Accepting Life Insurance,
Pre-Need Funeral Policies
* Monuments and Markers

304 Eighth Street
Moody, TX 76557
(254) 853-2311
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Varsity Lady Pirates Lose To Groesbeck, 54-50

GROESBECK — The
Crawiord Lady Pirates Var-
sity lost to Groesbeck, 54-50,
last Tuesday, Nov. 16, in
Groesbeck. The team’s
record, as of deadline, was 1-
1.

Alicia Turbeville led the
team with 14 points, four as-
sists, five rebounds, a steal,
and a three-pointer. Kristen
Campbell and Kara Blenden
also had notable games
against Groesbeck.

Campbell scored 11 points
with two assists, 10 re-
bounds, a steal, a block and
a three-pointer.

Elenden had eight re-
bounds, two points, two
steals, an assist and a steal.

“We played better, but not
well enough to beat a very
good basketball team,” said
Coach Justin Shultz. “The
future looks bright if we cor-
rect the mistakes we made
against Groesbeck. Our
Lady Pirates did compleet
with a lot of heart and effort.”

Running up 16 points in
the second quarter, the Lady
Pirates cut Groesbeck’s lead
to two points before half-
time. In the third quarter,
Groesheck out-shot
Crawford by eight points,
but the Lady Pirates drove
back and scored 22 points in
a dramatic loss, missing the
win by two buckets.

In the team’s first game of

the season, they defeated
China Spring, 40-34, on Nov.
13.

Turbeville landed three
three-pointers to lead the
team in scoring with 13
points, nine rebounds, and
two steals.

Campbell posted 10
points, two assists, three
rebounds, and two steals.
Jennifer Jones assisted four
times and stole twice. Skyler
Westerfeld grabbed seven
rebounds, four points, and
four stole balls. Blenden
earned two points, six re-
bounds, and two blocks.

“We played an extremely
hard faught battle,” said
Coach Shultz. “Both teams
had several mistakes, but
continued to play hard. It is
always good to start the sea-
gon with a win.”

Junior Varsity

The Lady Pirates Junior
Varsity (3-0) defeated China
Spring, 66-30, last Thursday
night in China Spring. The
team kept the lead from the
very start.

Karlie Dieterich (16), Brit-
tany Dumas (11}, Hope
Talbert (12), and Brianna
Maciel (15) all scored in the
double digits.

Dieterich grabbed four re-
bounds and 11 steals.
Dumas assisted once, re-
bounded four times, stole
= See LADY PIRATES, Page 16

Lady Pirates Cross Country Team Places 6th At State

ROUND ROCK — The
Crawford Lady Pirates
Cross Country team took
s1xth place at the state
cross country meet in
Round Rock on Saturday,
Nov. 13.

Shanna Lippe was the
fastest Lady Pirate run-
ner for the day reaching
22nd place with a time of
12:17.

Karlie Dieterich fol-
lowed 21 second behind to

place 37th.
Tara McMullen placed
54th with a time of 12:55.
Alicia Turbeville placed
T7th, 13:24; Shae Doty,
78th, 18:26; and Hope
Talbert, 97th, 14:14.

7125 Sanger Avenue

Charles A. Shoultz, Jr., M.D.
M. Wayne Falcone, M.D.
Thomas E. Lundeen, M.D.
Michael Attas, M.D.

WACO CARDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES

is pleased to announce the opening of our new office on

November 29, 2004

Willi

Charles Albert Shoultz, 111, M.D.

(254) 751-4790 or (254) 399-5400

Rodney A. Brown, M.D.

Donald S. Cross, M.D.
Andrew K. Day, M.D.

am R. Pitts, M.D.

ervices

For advertising

information,

call (254) 675-3336

Rocket Federal Credit Union

Here for YOUR financial needs
with 2 locations to serve you!

F&

905 W. McGregor Dr., McGregor
840-2873

1507 M. 1-38
Waen, TX 76705

. Bobcat

ob Waea

Randy K. Solberg
Sales Specialist

MARK KETTLER
BUILDER

Mouobile (254 709-7362
Fax (154) 836-4620

I54- T BER
fux 254-T900XR6G
cell 254-T(E-2338
e<mail; rsolberg @cingroup.com

%- ";er-r.-‘v.-ﬁ-— frsn?:l.if- ."':n-ﬂ':i

INSURCORP AGENCY INC.

Complete Insurance Service

Representing Hoc

Alan Wood I, CIC, CPCL
Stanley Jarosz, AAl, CIC

hheim Prairie Farm Mutal

20249 Washin
Waco, Texas F670
254-T54-2386
254-4B6-27T08

The Saloon at Texas Safari

is now available for

Family Reu

Banquets, Receptions, Weddings,

nions, Parties, etc.

Call Samantha Ramsey

a
o
3
r
3
=]

204 Crossroads West, Hewitt
751-0877

L
&
ﬂ"‘]‘ u*"‘"

Balch Computer Repair

254-945-41211
cell 254-978-0457

Oin-gite computer repair
Fix hardware and software problems
Call for estimate

Kevin Balch
JTIE FM 217
Valley Milks, TX Ti689 www bosquecomputerguy.com

,lf,/ .-':-r" W :
FLOOR COVERING

Carpet & Vinyl
Formica Cabinet Tops
Wallpaper
Eureka Vacuum Cleaners
and Service

QUALITY MATERIAL SOLD AMD INSTALLED WITH PRIDE
302 Waat Sth FREE ESTIMATES

Clifion, Texas Mike & Kim Prescher Home 6758291

Order Buying

Gregg Jernigan
(254) S32-G282
Mob. (254) B44-7418

Prone &7 5-8686

675-3334 or cell (972) 979-1122

i Trucking

DOVE CBREEK BANCH
GOLD TEX CATTLE €O.
VALLEY MILLS, TX

Kirk Jermigan
(254) 032-5485
Mob. (254) T08-Z968
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The Young Marine Did His Job

Asg Uncle Hugh used to
say, apologies are flies,
Maosgt of the lime you're
only sorry the other feller
got mad, and the rest of
the time you're just sorry
you've still got such a low-
down nature.

My first eity editor told
me never to write when |
was mad.

But he never said any-
thing about disgusted.

Right now there is a
voung Marine catching
crap for trying to stay alive
in a distant, dangerous
place.

He shot an enemy sol-
dier he believed was feign-
ing death, and for that he
stands before the mast.

Perhaps he shot a
wounded enemy soldier;
perhaps that wounded en-
emy soldier was unarmed.

We don't know, and he
certainly didn't.

He didn't have time.

He just had time to stay
alive,

[t's time for a reality
check: That was an enemy
combatant. If he wiggles,
put a round in him!

Nothing makes a human
more dangerous than fear
of imminent death, and if
that same enemy combal-
ant gets the chance, he will
surely put one into vou,

He's dead; you're alive,
and that is how wars are
WOI.

And lost.

“Atrocity” is a real world
word.

This Marine doesn't live
in the real world.

He lives in an atrocious
world.

War itself is an atrocity.
It is a sin. It is madness.

John Wayne is dead, and
there ain’t no rules but to
stay alive.

We sent this young man
into an offensive after tell-
ing the enemy we were
coming. If this is a war
worth winning why didn’t
we carpet bomb Fallujah in
the secret dead of night? Is
this city somehow different
from Tokyo or Berlin?

Or Hanoi?

We told this Marine to be
exclusive in his killing
while engaging a foe bound
by no humane prohibition.
We pitted him against a fa-
naticism that turns its chil-
dren into bombs, its
innocents into hostages,
it's dead into death lraps,
and murder into television
programs.

And he so loved his coun-
try that he went.

We would prosecute such
a man?

Now we blame the horror

Call ToMind |

By Don M. Fisher ;

of war on those we send to
fight it?

And what is our leaders’
reaction?

Ban the news from re-
counting what we order
these young men to do.

Just turn off the camera,
and it won't be real any
more. Let's see who's on
Letterman.

First we stopped show-
ing the return of their
dead bodies so we wouldn't
have to think about the
cost.

Then we convinced our-
selves that it is traitorous
to question the way we are
fighting the war.

We want to believe that
our pravers to bring our
boys home safely do not
call upon the other edge of
that terrible swift sword to
eviscerate someone else’'s
boys, drive their families
from their smoldering ru-
ined homes and subject
their countrymen to pesti-
lence and starvation until
they forsake their con-
sclence-driven ideals and
plead for peace over their
children's broken bodies.

S0 we point our self-righ-
teous fingers at a young
man guilty of wanting to
live, of defending his
brothers in peril, because
we want to believe in con-
sclence-clear comfort that
we are fighting a clean,
righteous war, and that we
are absolved of any share
in what he did.

We did not need the cam-
era to show us; whether
we want to believe it, we
all entered that room right
behind him, saw what he
saw, and ordered him
through omission or com-
mission to open fire.

And we ought to all stand
with him through what-
ever hypocrisy awaits in
those minds now only con-
cerned with how his ac-
tions look on TV.

If you have the courage,
write your congressman or
senator and tell him to leave
this kid alone. He's been
through enough. Send him
back to his unit, or, better yet,
bring him home to begin the
getting over. He's got nothing
to be ashamed of, and only he
knows what he needs to get
over.

And in the unlikely event
that young man should
read this, Semper F'i, man.

Even if the rest of us
aren't.

clitorietl

Opinion -

OP/ED

Columns - Letters

— Editorial —

U.S. Children Become
$8.184 Trillion Slaves

nks to a Republican charged soul-

selling last week, future children of the

United States will find themselves en-

slaved by other countries. Rais-

ing the debt ceiling to $8.184
trillion provides the ransom.

Actually, the future is now.

This government’s greed and
cowardice has increased foreign
interests’ ability to dictate its
American policy.

“It’ll never happen,” you might
say.
_ But it has, and history proves
iL.
Go back in time, way back, to
1997, when a clash of direct and
indirect tax systems related to
foreign trade resulted in a dis-
pute between the United States
and the European Union.

The problem? Border tax ad-
justments, Because of the com-
plicated nature of the U.S.
corporate income tax system,
there was a dispute as to how much could be
deducted from a U.S. product’s price prior to
exportation. America gave tax breaks to com-
panies that exported more Fnuds.

The European Union, in effect, sued through
the World Trade Organization (WTO) and won.
After all, the EU, even though it acts as one
country in global organizations, still has 25
votes. America has one.

To comply with the WTO order, the U.S. Con-
gress in 2000 created the Extraterritorial In-
come Exclusion Act (ETI), but in 2002 the WTO
again said that was a prohibited export sub-
sidy. The U.5. was facing imposition of more
than %4 billion in sanctions on its products if
our government did not change our tax law.

The Republican leadership backed down
and repealed the ETI regime. That measure,
ironically hidden in the Jobs Creation Act of
2004, resulted in about a $4.5 billion annual tax
hike on export companies and weakened the
value of the dollar.

American tax law was dictated from Europe.

History lesson Number Two:

Back in mid-2001, U.S. regulators had just
cleared the world’s largest industrial merger,
with General Electric buving out Honeywell
International — a $42 billion acquisition. How-
ever, due to concerns by the European Com-
mission that the integration of GE’s jet engines
and Honeywell's avionics would lead to mar-
ket dominance and deal a death blow to for-
eign competitors, the merger was killed by
overseas regulators.

The U.5. gave in under economic pressure.
Dictated to again.

Even American security is knuckling under
to European pressure. This week the EU said
they doubt they will comply with the U.S.
Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
requirement that airliners provide passenger

lists for security scrutiny, citing that the re-
guest violates too many European privacy
laws. The TSA is expected to at least modify
the requirement, if not drop it al-
together, in fear of trade actions
against the already weak U.S.
airline industry.

Now, with China and Japan
holding most of the notes on our
vastly aceumulating national
debt, their ability to call in orders
to America like a pizza delivery
is almost ensured. Not only is
cash due to be paid back, but side
issues are the devaluation of the
dollar, our decreased ability to
borrow in the future should we
really need it, and the havoc that
the federal debt and foreign in-
vestment play on savings, en-
trenching our already huge
current account deficit (the dif-
ference between a country's sav-
ings and its investments, now at
$166.2 billion).

Already foreign governments have told us to
raise our interest rates so they can make more
money. We have no choice but to listen.

Alan Greenspan last week told the European
Banking Congress in Frankfurt, Germany that
international investors will eventually “adjust
their accumulation of dollar assets or, alterna-
tively, seek higher dollar returns to offset con-
centration risk, elevating the cost of financing
the U.S. current account deficit and rendering
it increasingly less tenable.”

The housing, real estate, and automaobile
markets are holding up the biggest pier under
our sagging economy; higher interest rates will
stagger all three.

Greenspan added: “Reducing the federal
budget deficit (or preferably moving it to sur-
plus) appears to be the most effective action
that could be taken to augment domestic sav-
ings."” Greenspan called for the need to signifi-
cantly increase private saving in the United
States, “finding policies that would elevate the
personal saving rate from its current extraor-
dinary low level.”

The United States’ record budget deficit is
a key player and it will continue to swell, now
that the Congress has raised the debt ceiling.
They have invited a new round of job exporta-
tion. Dollars will flow to other countries as
fewer dollars come into the United States.

We have not only invited our enemies to sit
at our dinner table, we are letting them run the
kitchen.

When the United States owes its financial life
to foreign countries, they dictate our economic
and perhaps even our political policies. That
open window could extend foreign
opportunity’s reach into the lives of American
companies and individuals. Decisions will no
longer be ours to make, They will be made for
us.
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The Three Bears Go To Washington

Once upon a time there were
three bears — a papa bear, a
mama bear, and a baby bear.

Papa Bear had invested
heavily in the stock market. He
had become rich and had put
aside several million dollars,
but he didn't have a way to
spend it in the forest. “I've got
money,” he said, “so I'll run for
Congress.” And he did.

His opponent was a wise
four-legged ereature that liked
to scale mountains.
The creature's
campaign theme
was “I'm
baaaaaaaa-d, I'm < ;

effort, which he didn't mind, for
his popularity among them

Mama Bear was having
troubles of her own. She didn’t
like the traffic and Baby Bear
was constantly the subject of
Show and Tell at school. The
cub had found a friend, a little

irl named Goldilocks, a bed-
opping, porridge-slopping
glutton, who liked to break
chairs by jumping on them.
Mama Bear was wor-

ried that Baby Bear
would pick up some
bad habits, but was
glad that Baby

i_-:-l"'\-\._
W

fast, and I'm = A=t % Bear had found a
smart.” <& THY chum,

Papa Bear, feel- = - Being new to
ing that he might — pan % Congress, Papa
lose the election,  «y pasaagasa-d, Bear sought coun-
launched a bar- I'm fast, and I'm  selregarding proto-
rage of Swift Goat smart.” col, which came in
ads and was eventu- uhundam:e

ally proclaimed the winner. It
was only then that he realized
he couldn't do all his repre-
senting from the forest. He
asked Brother and Sister Bear
how he could possibly handle
business from home,

But his kinfolks said, “Bear,
move away from there. They
said, Washingtonie 18 the place
vou ought to be,” s0 he loaded
up the truck and moved to Dee
Cee,

Papa Bear had a hard time
in Congress, First, he was criti-
cized for shedding on the fur-
niture. Next, when asked
whether he was a donkey or an
elephant, he said, “No, sir, I'm
a bear” Again, he was criti-
cized, until members of the
parties realized they needed
his vote, s0 he became the tar-
get of the two-party lobbyist

First, he was told by a
Democrat, *“You must always
vote against an issue first.
Then, after the bill is revised,
vote for it. That way, when you
get back home and no matter
who you talk to you can say in
all honesty you cast a vote that
vour constituency will approve
of, one way or the other.”

A Republican Congressman
quick];.r added, “That's called a
Kerryism.”

The Democrat scowled.

The Republican offered this
advice: “Get vourself a press
secretary. That way you don't
have to answer the hard ques-
tions, and if the PR guy hap-
pens to blunder on yvour behalf
and it is embarrassingly dis-
covered later, you can simply
claim that he was misin-
formed. ‘Misinformed’ is a fa-

The
Trenchwalker

Sovorsnr R

vorite governmental word
these days.

“And, oh yes, never aver
question the authenticity of
the 9/11 attacks. It's not
proper. I real-
ize there is no
way an airliner
would ever fit
in the hole
made in the
Pentagon, but
some things
are best left
undiscussed. Na-
tional security, you know.
Wouldn't want to ruffle
anyone’s feathers.”

The Democrat picked up on
an earlier point, “Kerryism?
The Republicans coined the
word and the technigque. They
also call it flip-flopping, which
is what happened when the
Republican Party abandoned
its ideals of fiscal responsibil-
ity and are now the biggest
spenders known to man and
beast.”

“Wait,"” said the Republican,
“that’s not true. Our party 1s
simply attempting to adjust
the balance of wealth to cor-
rect a long-standing wrong.
You see, those with wealth, like
yvourself, Congressman BHear,
are best at determining how to
invest it. The peons get what
they deserve, which is usually
very little. That's why God ere-
ated the caste system. And
never be mistaken, God

Question: Did Money From Indian
Casinos Fund Redistricting Efforts?

Some top Texas Republi-
cans are sitting on pins and
needles as they await the out-
come of investigations into
whether money donated to lob-
byists close to Sen.
Tom Del.ay was |
used to fund re-
cent redistricting
efforts in the state
and if those “dona-
tions” were laun-

viduals who should have
known that funds were being
withdrawn.

Several significant
! federal agencies are
looking into the mat-
ter.

One guestion
centers around
whether certain
casino opera-
tions were inap-

dered in the propriately shut

legislature. down as part of a
Six Indian ML CAPITOL RAT secret deal.

tribes saw more CONFIDENTIAL REPORT Word has it

than %66 million

FROM THE RATHOLE IN AUSTIN

that some reli-

taken from their collective cof-
fers to be spread as grease fo
improve their chances of being
better heard in Washington.
There are claims, however,
that knowledge of the removal
of their savings, or profits, was
not well known by some indi-

speaks to the Republican
Party.”

The Democrat was shaking
his head. “The Republicans
are well known for appointing
their friends and business as-
sociates to high places. Just
look at the vast majority of
Bush's appointees; friends,
business associates, and most
importantly,

oil barrons.”

Now the Republican was
shaking his head.

“We could argue all day,”
said the Republican, “but what
it comes down to is that as a
Congressman you are in an
elite group and must maintain
that stature.

“For you, my friend Mr. Bear,

gious right groups were
brought into a con game as
catalysts and that a truckload
of insiders knew what was go-
ing on but chose to keep their
mouths shut since “dirty

money” had made the
rounds.
5y ’
S } :
L e .__r-;;- :. i
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member is that you should
never vigit a zoo, for obvious
reasons. You see, the real
world is a zoo and you wouldn'f
want to be mistaken for one ol
its inhabitants.”

The bear departed, dazed,

When he got home, he told
Mama Bear what he had
learned.

“So, you
see, there ap-
parently are
two worlds.
one real and
one not. Righ
now, the
Washingtor
world 15 real.
the other one
is not.”

Mama Bear
had misgivings about wha
was said, fearing Papa Bean
had been brainwashed.

“Here's how I am going tc
look atit,” she finally said. “It"s
all part of the same world and
in a way, we are all part of the
United States....

“But Washington, D.C. is
not a state. It 12 a state ol
mind.”

Ret. Gen. Colin Powell ..

for be-

ing the voice of sanity as Secretery
of State in the Bush administration
for four yvears. We're sorry you

the most important thing to re-
lconoclasts
EI"’ stepped down, but we understand
why.

Sen. Kip Averitt ... for prefiling legislation to reimplement the
Children's Health Insurance Program. Finally, a real compassion-
ate conservative!

The Ohio Democratic Party ... for trving to set a legal precident
to make sure that all votes are counted properly with a standard-
ized system other states can emulate,

*lcons

House Republican Conference ...
for throwing ethics out the window
and allzc:wm potential felons to con-
tinue to hut public office.
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To The Editor:

The pigeons are coming
home to roost. Isn't it interest-
ing that President Vliadimir
Putin of Russia now feels com-
pelled to build his nuclear ar-
senal bevond its current
capacity? Russia already had
the ability to annihilate every
country on Earth that might
present a threat to it, except
one — us. Why would an ally
of ours feel so threatened?
Could it be that the Bush
administration’s policy of
marginalizing the rest of the
world has confirmed the worst
fears of even our closest
friends?

Let's face it. The U.N.is the
world's democracy, and the
only forum many countries
have to voice their fureiﬁn
policy concerns. When the
Soviet Union collapsed, the
biggest fear much of the world
had was that the sole remain-
ing superpower would unilat-
erally impose its will. For four
vears, those fears have been
growing as this administration
has done everything in its
power to de-legitimize the
United Nations. With the de-
parture of Colin Powell, the
trend can only get worse.

What is to stop a new Cold
War set in motion by the pre-
dictable response to our very
simplistic approach to foreign
affairs? This administration,
with all its lip-service about
promoting democracy has in
fact thwarted democraey on a
global scale and George Bush
15 too simple to see it. Stand
by, America. Russiais only the
beginning.

J.H., Kingsville, TX
Dear Editor:

Well, I can hardly believe it.
A Bush win in the most impor-
tant election in decades. It
was a surprise because... T0%
of the people I know voted for
Kerry. So, how in the world did
GGeorge win the election. And,
why.. didn't John Kerry insist
on all votes being counted?
Here we are ... going around
the world telling others they
should be a ‘democracy’ like
us. But, how can you justify
that? When... you don't count
vour total votes.

I think that people would be
much more settled if they
knew the votes had all been
counted. But, the fact is that
they were not counted!!!
Kerry may have lost even if
they had been counted... but, it
is the principle of the the whole
thing. We profess the belief in
the idea that every vote
counts. Which is poppycock!

[ listened to a couple of

eople I know say that this was
‘God's Wil 50, 1 asked them,..

‘how do you figure that?” The
answer: “God doesn't like the
way we have gotten away from
the Bible and we are in the ‘last
days’. THE LAST DAYS??7?
What kind of logic is that? So,
are we to believe that the world
is coming to and end? This is
totally negative and gloomy.
And, who started this war in
Iraq anyway? The ‘Last Days
Club”™? Ridiculous isn't it?

DA, Missouri
Sir,

[ certainly appreciate any
newspaper that will print the
truth in this day and time. I
have cancelled the paper I
used to subscribe to because
there was little truth, and just
copycat articles. It came out of
Ft. Smith Arkansas.

I have been reading some of
the letters, and I find it so dis-
turbing to me, that a person
could pick out a persons politi-
cal party the minute they start
to read it.

The Republicans are so full
of hate and vile. Where does
all of this come from. Well I
guess when vou can't think for
vourself, you believe things
that are told to vou over and
OVEL

You would think that they
could be happy since they have
all the power, and quit their
whinning.

Perhaps we could just
dream that this might happen.
Don't hear all that hate and
vile and venom from the other

side.
K., Oklahoma
To The Editor:

I had subscribed to the
Houston Chronicle for 36 vears
when I cancelled my subserip-
tion on the day they endorsed
George W Bush. Throughout
all those years, the Chronicle
rarely endorsed any candidate
that I supported, but this Bush
endorsement was the last
straw. [ started my subscrip-
tion to the Icoxocrast shortly
after your endorsement of
John Kerry, and I received my
second issue this week.

This week's editorial alone
made your paper worth my
six-month subseription. How
utterly refreshing to read a
paper that tells the truth, re-
gardless of the cost. Thank
you for giving a lifelong Demo-
crat in Houston a newspaper
to look forward to each week.
I'd love to read some editori-
als about the war in Irag. 1
plan to continue my subscrip-
tion when my six months runs
out,

Thank you

E.C., Houston
To The Editor:

A few years back, between

invrnaliems iohe i Sotith

Texas, I spent roughly six
months working as a Eﬂunl
Western night club bi:runcer n
Corpus Chnstu—and at the
time it was the largest and
busiest dance club in town. Far
more handy with a pen and pad
than my fists, I had to learn
how to handle crowds and deal
with angry drunks. It was a
lesson in life that I'll never for-
et

And what I learned from try-
ing to hold together an
anyways shaky peace in the
midst of chaos is something
that George W. Bush needs to
figure out pretty damned fast:
any mule can kick down a good
barn, but it takes a skilled car-
penter to build one. By this, I
mean that anybody can start
up a fight. But it's much
tougher and requires far
greater skills to keep a bunch
of crazed people from shooting
each other. This has obvious
applications, namely—the
Middle East,

I found out pretty fast in that
swirling sea of people on a
packed Saturday night that if
vou want to create pandemo-
nium on a crowded dance floor,
all vou've got to do is hit some-
body in the head with a beer
bottle. That will pretty much
do it every time.

Instead of hunting down
Ozama Bin Laden like a coon
hunterwith a truck full of howl-
ing dogs, when Bush ordered
the American invasion of Iraq
he was hitting that country in
the head with a bottle—dis-
rupting that delicate dance
between countries in the
Middle East.
And just like in a busy dance
hall, now all hell has broken
loose—except George W Bush
and his bouncers don't know
how to handle it.
All politics—especially geo-
politics and superpower mili-
tary machinations—is local
indeed.

After working as a reporter
for more than a decade, I've
learned a lot. But I learned
more about people in that
rowdy club—a six-month be-
havior boot-camp—than any-
where else,

On every Friday and Satur-
day night, especially in June
and July, the booze ebbed and
flowed like the Mustang Island
tides. When the music was
cranked up and the people
started dancing and drinking,
my job was to function as head
of security overseeing the club
and its five bars with three or
four door personnel.

I always wore a Western
suit, bolo tie and boots, and

prowled the club all night long,
erniitinne Tor teonible ennte T

usually didn't have trouble
finding them. But my mission
was always to try and talk my
way through to a hard-headed
drunk, resolving a problem
without violence—bad for the
club’s reputation, after a while.

I could either solve the prob-
lem myself, or go to the back
office and ask the manager for
his take on something like—
whether or not to kick out a
surly but rich local VIP who
was friends with the owner.

Israel comes to mind when
I think of that situation—a
risky one indeed for my job
security. In our current con-
text, Bush is the head bouncer
and that rich, arrogant cus-
tomer in the club is Israel—a
cocky, mean drunk itching to
start a major conflict. And
when others complain? Bush
looks the other way. Good for
his job, but bad for the club.

Had Bush made an effort to
be fair in his dealings with
Yassar Arafat instead of com-
pletely ignoring him, the U.S.
would have looked a lot better
to many people all over the
world., Instead, he called
Arafat a terrorist while watch-
ing Israeli war crimes mount
unchecked. Completely irre-
sponsibly—the equivalent of a
bouncer letting a friend shoot
someone and throwing out
someone alse, Keeping the
peace—international diplo-
macy—is an art and it requires
great skill and experience.
Sometimes you also need a lot
of luck.

I remember one situation
vividly, when a large group of
German Navy sailors stormed
into our club one calm week-
night, and they were definitely
intoxicated on all the charms
of our establishment.

Late in the evening I was
called upon to confront a cer-
tain Goliath petty officer in his
early 20s, shouting and danc-
ing without his shirt in the
middle of the largest dance
floor.

I was about six-feet tall and
180 pounds, and that raging
sailor must have been about
six-eight and 280, I was a tug
boat going up against a battle-
ship. Evervone winced as [
tapped the fellow on the shoul-
der from behind, expecting
him to hit me with his 16-inch
guns. He couldn’t understand
English, and I couldn’t speak
German either. I motioned to
him to come get a drink. See-
ing that I was dressed respect-
ably, like a manager, he
followed to the nearest bar and
I did buy him that drink—and
a few more for good measure,
He even put his shirt back on—
an added bonus. Later, his
buddies had to each take an
arm or a leg and heave-ho him
on back to the ship.
But a major international inci-
dent was avoided. There must
have been 150 of those Ger-
man sailors in our club that
night, all voung and strong and
ready for action. I had to en-

foree our main rule—wearing
clothes on the dance floor—
but I also needed haﬂllr to
avoid becoming a broken piece
of furniture while doing it.

Thank God for Jack Daniels,
and for knowing a hittle bit
about handling people—by
that time I was a seasoned vet-
eran of about five months' ex-
perience,

George W, Bush knows a
little about God, Jack Daniels,
and a lot about luck. I think it's
high time he learned some-
thing about how to deal with
people in the real world—es-
pecially those who dislike and
disagree with him and his of-
ten radical, always unyieldi
policies. And I would like tﬂ
state emphatically—though
I've never held an elective of-
fice beyond that of high school
rodeo club treasurer—that
before any man or woman s
administered the Oath of Of-
fice, he or she should be re-
quired to spend a few weeks
working as a bouncer in a wild
and rollicking Country-West-
ern club. President-elects
would learn a boatload about
diplomacy at critical mo-
ments—basically, how to keep
the peace when the world
seems like a swirling sea ol
madness.

And with our world now
filled with hotheads on all
sides, with nuclear missiles
aimed every which-a-ways in
various countries, I'd say di-
plomacy and peace should be
a priority—with swaggering
false bravado escorted uncer-
emoniously out into the park-
ing lot—banned from the club

forever.
J.E, Grandview, TX

To The Editor:

Electronic voting machines
in Vanderburgh County now
are undergoing both manufac-
turer audit and independent
testing trying to determine
that each person’s vote was
both accurately recorded and
accurately tabulated. One
could say, “We hope that these
tests confirm this to be true.”
But I say, “These audits are
only the bare minimum that
should be done.”

Nationwide, computer ex-
perts and software/hardware
security specialists seriously
doubt the validity of testing
procedures for almost all ol
thiz new generation of voting
machines, One independent
testing lab simply omitted
tests for the most critical fea-
ture of all — vulnerable entry
points — stating “not re-
viewed"” on their report, and
proceeded to certify the ma-
chines. Federal Election Com-
mission regulations require
identification of possible meth-
ods of attack, but (the lab)
listed “not applicable™ as their
response to that section of the
test. When asked how tabula-
tors accepted large numbers

of “minus” votes during certi-
Confinued On Hext Page
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fication testing, the (lab) rep
said he “didn't mention that in
his report because the vendors
don't like him to put anything
negative” in reports.

Voting — the right to choose
our representatives — is bed-
rock to our democracy. The
very minimum expectation
American eitizens must hold is
that every eligible voter have
access to cast their ballot; that
any mechanism recording their
vote is unguestionably and un-
failingly accurate; and that the
vote then is tabulated cor-

L Any process short of this
minimum standard is, itself,
suspect, and calls into question
the credibility of the results.

T.5., Newburgh, IN
To The Editor:

Mo one argues that Colin
Powell isn't a man of integrity.
When Colin Powell speaks the
truth is expected, His sincerity
is not questioned. His facts are
expected to be facts, not hyped
spin. That's why when he gave
his speech to the UN about the
existence of weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq it was taken
as being generally true.

At the same time, it is also a
recognized fact that Colin
Powell is the odd boy out at the
Bush frat-house. His words
while spoken with conviction
were his and, as was shown
numerous limes, not necessar-
ily those of his neoconservative
boss, His diplomatic, reasoned
approach has constantly been
pushed aside for the “might
makes right” approach of the
far ri%l:t ideologues that domi-
nate the Bush administration.

By accepting Colin Powell's
resignation and replacing him
with Condoleezza Rice, GeuxFe
Bush is trading credibility for
certitude,

Mo one argues that
Condoleezza Rice doesn't have
the full faith and backing of
George Bush., She is a confi-
dante of Bush. Her
neoconservative eredentials
are impeccable. The fact that
she speaks for the Bush admin-
istration will not be in doubt.

All will immediately know
that her words are thoze of the
White House. And her diplo-
matic partiezs will be well
served from soup to nuts and
from Brahms to Brahms — a
Brahms contemprorar
prehaps said it best — “a -
estal without a statue.”

As such, Condoleezza Rice's
new job is to front the Bush ad-
ministration foreign policy po-
sitions to the world. In so doing,
she will ride shotgun over the
neoconservative philosophies
that are replacing the tried and
true method of “winning
friends and influencing people”
with “like it or lump 1t" diplo-

macy. “You're either with us or
against us” is pretty self-ex-
planatory.

The problem, of course, is
she has no credihility. The
whole world saw her spin away
about WMDs last June on
“Meet the Press"” where her
quote on the screen refuted
what she had just said. For a
short moment she was at a loss
for words., We all know that her
words have nothing to do with
the truth but are all about PR.

8o ... when Condoleezza
Rice takes over management
of the U.5. leadership of the
waorld, she will do so with an
iron fist and not a velvet glove
nor even a velvet tongue. You
don't need the truth when you
have force. You don't need to
be right when you don't admit
you're ever wrong. You don’t
have to be conciliatory when
vou don't care what others
think.

The Forr Worth Stan in its
endorsement of Bush for presi-
dent in October said that it did
0 because it thought that
Bush would this time be the
moderate he had claimed to be,
the centralist that they thought
they had endorsed in 2000, Tue
Star was by no means the only
newspaper that showed this
same kind of naivete. It's
about time that the United
States wakes up to the fact that
the Bush administration is
radically to the right of center.
It's about time that the United
States realizes that past ac-
tions are a better predictor of
the future than fairy stories
from Bush loyalists.

The rest of the world al-
ready knows this. They have
already come to grips with this
reality,. The fact that
Condoleezza Rice is now going
to be in charge of the State de-
partment is of no surprise to
them.

“New blood!” “Bah Hum-
bug!” The Bush Administra-
tion is quite happy with itself
and sees no reason to change,
Condoleezza Hice's nomina-
tion to be Secretary of State is
simply further truth that it's
going to be a cold four more
years in foreign relations
where other countries will be
treated like domestics.

AR
Editor:

After reading the Associated
Press and New York Tives sto-
ries about your election en-
dorsement, I sent you 20 bucks
to pay for a partial subserip-
tion. My first copy — the Oct.
27 issue — arrived mdary (Now.
13). (It takes a while for the
stagecoach from Texas to ar-
rive back East in Virginial)

It was good to see all the dis-
nlav adz supporting vour First

Amendment right to have an
opinion. . .

A free and vigorous press is
what makes America great.
Keep publishing — and keep
speaking out! It won't take your
local business people long to
realize how lucky they are to
have a courageous voice in
their f:mﬂml.irnltﬁ‘z

C.5., Petersburg, VA
Hi Leon...

Keep up the good work!

I am a California subscriber,
new to the Icoxocrast, [ was
both moved and impressed by
the paper's (your) cogent dis-
cussion of Bush's complete fail-
ures in office and your
courageous endorsement of
Kerry (though frankly, T don’t
believe he deserved anyone's
endorsement) and had to sub-
scribe.

I sent my subscription in
through Paypal, and would like
to have access to the special
“online” edition.

Leon, America sorely needs
more JOURNALISTS like vou.
Our dear country is in dire need
of real information and not just
viscious propaganda. Our
mass media puts the
Politbureau to shame and
would make Goebels pround,

Your piece on the chilling ef-
fect of the FCC's tacit threat to

rozecute or fine broadcasters

or showing anything that
someone over three might find
offenzive iz RIGHT ON! The
“off" switch is and has been the
most effective means of “pro-
tecting our children.” Being
directly involved in their lives
is another. Worked for me.

Anvway, please put me on
the “e-list.”

Best regards,

FS., California

To The Editor:

December 131!

Keep that date in mind, my
friends, as that is when all re-
counting must be done in Ohio,
s0 sayvs Ken Blackwell. And is
anyone but Stephanie, Miller,
Eeith Olberman and NFR talk-
ing about this? Perhaps some
of you would like to take up the
standard here?!?!

You also MUST read
Bloggerman today as he dis-
cusses the new UC Berkeley
report out that claims that in
Florida, Bush got 260,000 votes
he shouldn't have due to faulty
voter machines. These votes
are called “excessives” (and if
that ain't more aptly named, [
don't know what is).

Check out all the details at:
h_t t p = [ [
alexdesuze.blogspot.com/ and
as always, pass it on, pass it on,
pass it on!

Peace.

ADS.

Adopted By A Dog

It had to happen eventu-
ally. We've been adopted by
a dog. [ wasn't ready for
this, but as my friend
Valerie reminded me,
“You're NEVER ready.”
Her theory is that when you
lose a pet, you almost magi-
cally receive a “replace-
ment” when it's time. I
think she might be right.

I won't get into a deep
philosophical or religious
discussion about this
loosely concocted theory
about dogs going to heaven
or having souls or whatever,
but it’s one of those harm-
less, comforting things that
our minds wrap around to
reconcile the loss of a pet.

Foor, old, stubborn, be-
loved Wolfie has been gone
for months now, and we
have resisted all efforts by
family, friends, and ac-
quaintances to give us dogs
they have heard about,
found, or no longer want
themselves (usually for
good reason). I have actu-
ally had three individuals
try to pawn off their aging
or problem animals on us
under the altruistic guise of
our “needing a dog on the
farm.” (My cousin tried it
with his pot-bellied pig).

The plan was to wait un-
til the back fence was com-
pleted, then buy or adopt
two sibling pups to keep
each other (and us humans)
company, and help with the
cows, We would train them
ourselves, to avoid inherit-
ing someone else's mis-
takes. We planned to finish
the fence next summer and
be ready emotionally and fi-
nancially by then for the
new additions.

The best-laid plans can
change in a heartbeat.
They flew right out the win-
dow of opportunity. In ex-
actly the same way Wolfie
had arrived at my side 15
years ago, another little fel-
low came walking into my
life. I expect that if such
things are possible, Wolfie
had something to do with
sending him. They are
enough alike that it's eerie.

We were checking a
wheat field for armyworms
when a dog materialized at
our feet. Zack is the soft
touch for strays, while I try
mightily to be the voice of
reason. My first reaction
was an immediate and em-
phatic “Oh, no,” although
the actual words that es-
caped my lips might have
been somewhat different.

It never ceases to amaze
me that people can so eas-
ily shed their responsibility
to the animals they own, al-
low to breed with abandon,
and raise. Even the Bible
urges us to care for our ani-

Rustic |
Ramblings #

daudrtr i rfacioval
witing @ Dook

mal charges in a humane way
I will never understand how
anyone can dump a trusting
animal on the road to face ar
uncertain and perhaps dread
ful future, or manage to lose ¢
collarless dog. And vet, it hap-
pens all the time.

Two minutes after meet.
ing this creature, we were
both smitten (I with reser.
vations), and on the way t
soap and water, our new
friend being rather ripe af
ter who-knows-how-many
days on the road. Unfortu
nately, the name “Stinky’
has stuck, and Dr. Kennedy
and staff chuckled over it af
the Vet Clinie. A couple o
hundred dollars later
Stinky was ours, or rather
Zack’s, for he is deﬁnitel}r :
one-man dog, (I am waging
a constant campaign te
bribe him away with treats
He gives me a good amoun!
of attention by default wher
Zack isn't around, but never
minds me as well as he does
the “human alpha male”),

S0 at the vet's office
Stinky got stuck more thar
onece, checked out OK for
heart worms, endured the
humiliation of having a ther-
mometer stuck up his buti
in front of four or five virtual
strangers, and now has his
own six-month supply o
meds for various pests and
parasites. He also, o
course, has food, treats,
bed, Wolfie's old travel
crate, and a few other hand.
me-down doggie items I had
saved, the works,

We took him to see the
cows. Enthusiastic but per
haps unskilled right out ol
the box, he received s
“tickle” from the business
end of a heifer, a harsh firs
lesson in hig new life. (I wil|
alwayvs wonder what things
were like for him before
what his name was, who fed
him and perhaps loved him
if they were kind to him, i
they miss him now).

The kick slowed Stink;
down for a few davs as he
nursed a sore paw, but he i
frisky again and a little mis
chievous. With four good
feet, he's fast! His person
ality is emerging, and over
all, with a few corrections ir
manners, what a good guy
It's as if he has been with us
forever, Sometimes I look
into his eyes and see Wolfie

Back in the dog business
Here we go again.
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* LADY PIRATES

Continued From Page 11

the ball four time, and blocked
Oree,

Talbert alzo rebounded four
times and stole twice, Maciel
rebounded twice and stole
once,

“They are really beginning
to play well,” said Coach Heidi
Elmore. “Their effort and in-
tensity has begun to create
EI".?-:I.I. -u:-pp-:rrtumtmﬁ for future
wins.

Last Tuesday, the JV de-
feated Groesbeck (0-1) by an-
other wide margin, 60-35.

Shanna Lippe (10), Talbert
(13), Joanie Mauerman (10},
and Dumas (11) all scored in
the double digits.

Lippe rebounded seven and
stole eight balls; Talbert had
one assizt, three rebounds, two
steals, and three-pointer.
Mauerman assisted twice, re-
bounded six times, and stole
four balls, while Dumas re-
bounded hive and stole four.,

“We are really playing hard
and working together,” said
Coach Heidi Elmore. “Their
efforts in practice have paid off
in the last two games. Keep
working hard!”

Crawford pulled away from
(Groesbeck in the second quar-
ter to a seven point lead. After
the half, the team raised 23
points to Groesbeck’'s 14. The
fourth saw the Lady Pirates
post 16 more points, 11 over

roesheck.

The JV won against China
Spring, 54-35, in the first game
of their season. Dieterich
posted 15 points, six assists,
three rebounds, and 11 steals.
Lippe scored 14 points, re-
bounded seven, stole eight,
and blocked two balls,

Freshmen

The Lady Pirates Freshman
team lost to Groesbeck, 37-17,
last Tuesday afternocon. The
team suffered its first defeat of
the voung season.

Shelbi Payne scored three
points, had one assist, three
rebounds, two steals, and one
block. Shay Knight grabbed
two points, three rebounds,
and two steals.

Rebekah Dillon, with two re-
bounds, and Lindsey Judy,
with five rebounds, both
scored six points each.

“This was a good first game
for the freshmen,” said Coach
Elmore. “They play hard and
are continuing to improve
earh nractioe ™

in Stephenville.

Sple

ANDREW JUDY (37)
sacks the Cisco quar-
terback during a key
moment of the playotl
game last Friday night

Phots By Stephen Cook
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