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PLANE
GOES
DOWN

Private Jet Headed
To Pick Up Former
President Crashes

CRAWFORD — The
AsSoCIATED PRESS re-
ported last week that a
private jet bound for
Houston to pick up
President Bush's fa-
ther, former President
George HW. Bush, hit
a light pole and
crashed, killing three
crew members.

Officials said the
Gulfstream G-1159A
plane crashed early
last Monday about 3%
miles south of a run-
way at Hobby Airport
covered in thick fog.

A spokesman for the
National Transporta-
tion Safety Board said
the light pole was 120
feet high, or 880 feet
lower than the normal
altitude for the jet at
that point from the
runway.

Former President
Bush, now a resident
of Houston, was
scheduled to fly to Ec-
uador to give a speech
at a business confer-
ernce.

A 15-person team is
in the process of inves-
tigating the crash.

The names of the
desceased crew mem-
bers, two male pilots
and one female flight
attendant, were nol
availlable at press
time.

FBI agents also
joined the investiga-
tion, as required of all
aircraft aceidents.

Through a spokes-
person, former Presi-
dent Bush said, "I was
deeply saddened to
learn of the plane
crash this morning. I'd
flown with this group
before and know them
well. I join in sending
heartfelt condolences
to each and every
member of their fami-
lies.”

A

|

WELCOMING SPAINISH ROYALS — The day before Thanksgiving, (from left) King Juan Carlos | and (Queen Sofia of Spain are

greated by President George W. Bush, First Lady Laura Bush, and former President George H.W. Bush in Central Texas before
being treated with a tour of the Prairie Chapel ranch and a two-hour lunch during their short visit to Crawford.

— Poass Podgl Photo By Aod Aydelotts. Waco Tribine-Heralkd

CRAWFORD The day
before Thanksgiving, Presi-
dent Bush and first lady
Laura opened their ranch to
the king and queen of Spain,
treating the royvals with a
tour of the Prairie Chapel
ranch before a two-hour
lunch and the guests® early
afternoon departure.

The short visit with King
Juan Carlos | and Queen
Sofia was an attempt to
warm relations between the
two countries which have
struggled diplomatically
since Spain withdrew its
military force in Iraq in
April.

Responding to a question
about the signal the Bush
administration was sending
to Europe, the president re-
portedly replied, “Spain’s a
great country — and a good
friend.”

White House aides prom-
1sed reporters that Bush
will not go to Kabul, Afl-
ghanistan, or Damascus,
Syria, or Pyongyang, North
Korea for Thanksgiving —

in reference to the
president’s secret trip from
Crawford to Iraq last year.

According to the WasHING-
tox Post, the menu for their
majesties included free-
range turkey, Prairie
Chapel bass and mashed
sweel potatoes with maple
syrup and chipotle.

Leftovers were served [or
Thanksgiving dinner with
Bush's parents and his twin
daughters, the newspaper
reported.

The U.5.'s ally on the Ibe-
rian Peninsula changed its
tune after prime minister
Jose Maria Aznar lost to
Luis Rodrigo Zapatero, an
anti-Irag-war candidate in
an election days after ter-
rorists bombed subways in
the Spanish capital of
Madrid.

President Bush showed
Zapatero the cold shoulder
by not returning his con-
gratulatory phone call and
meeting with Aznar at the
White House a week after
Bush's election instead.

rerman Chancellor
(zerhard Schroeder was met
with the same behavior
from the White House after
he ran an successful reelec-
tion campaign in 2002 with
an anti-
American
message only
to be ignored
by Bush for

17 months.
The presi-
dent 15

scheduled to
meet with Ni-
gerian presi-
dent and
current
chairman of
the African
Union,
Olusegun
Obasanjo,
next week to
discuss the
ongoing
genocide in
Sudan and separately with
King Hamad Bin Isa Bin
Salman Al-Khalifa of
Bahrain about the Middle

Iraq.

MENDING TIES — President
George W. Bush (right) and King
Juan Carlos | of Spain (left) vis-
ited last Wednesday at the White
White House to soothe relations
between the United States and
Spain after the latter removed
troops from the U.5.-led force in
— Press Pool Phota By Aod Aydelatte

Western White House
Welcomes Spanish Royals

East.

President Bush has an-
nounced more plans to
travel to other countries to
smooth over rifts opened
due to the U.S.-led occupa-
tion ol
Iraq. Trips
include
Canada at
the end of
November
and possi-
bly Europe
in Febru-
ary.

B ush
might host
Chinese
President
Hu Jintao
in a visit to
the United
States, and
has sug-
gested
making his
own visit
to China with possible stops
in Japan, South Korea and
maybe Russia along the
way.

Waco Triine-Herad
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Heflin Moves To Strike Down Election Results

CRAWFORD — Former
Chair of the House Appropria-
tions Committee Talmadge
Heflin made two moves last
week in an effort to return him-
self to the Texas Legislature
after losing to Democratic can-
didate Hubert Vo by 32 votes in
the District 149 House race
during Nov. 2 general election.

Heflin filed last Monday for
a manual recount all ballots
cast in the election: then, the
following day., he asked the
state House to overturn the
election results and either or-
der him returned to the Legis-
lature or call for a new election.

Hellin's campaign cited at
least 248 voling irregularities

Congressional Agency
To Investigate National
Voting Irregularies

CRAWFORD — As re-
quested by six Democratic
lawmakers, the Government
Accountability Office has
scheduled an investigation into
the vote count procedures in
the Nov. 2 election.

Congress’ investigative
agency warned that if irregu-
larities are found, it is not au-
thorized to take action.

“Under the nation’s legal
framework, elections are a
matter largely reserved to, and
regulated by, the states,” a
GAO statement said. “As a re-
sult, general questions con-
cerning these issues, as well as
specific allegations of voling
irregularities, should be ad-
dressed to state and local offi-
cials, such as the secretary of
state or the state attorney gen-
eral.”

The authority to enforee fed-

eral voting rights laws and
election fraud is in the hands
of the U.5. Justice Depart-
ment, the statement added.

Encouraged by complaints
from 30,000 voters, Heps. John
Conyers, Jerrold Nadler, Rob-
ert Wexler, Rush Holt, Robert
Scott, and Melvin Watt filed the
request days after the national
election.

About 265 specific com-
plaints are cited in the request
to GAQ including malfunction-
ing electronic voting ma-
chines, failures to count
absentee ballots, and efforts to
preclude monitoring of vote
tabulations around the coun-
try.

The majority of these com-
plaints have been voiced in
Ohio and Florida — battle-
ground states carried by
President Bush.

' [CONOCLAST

PO, Bex 430, Crawlord, TX TH633

and other potential frauds that
occured in Democratic-leaning
precincts, according to the
Hovstox CHRONICLE,

However, to regain his seat,
Helfin might get more mileage
by the contesting the election
results because voting irregu-
larity issues are not consid-
ered in the recount

The focus of the recount is
only on the ballots cast in the
election.

If Vo wins in a post-recount
situation, Heflin will then have
to choose between contesting
the election in the Texas
House, contesting the election
on legal grounds, or conceding
to Vo, a Vietnamese immigrant
and businessman,

Texas Democratic Party
strategists have said the media
and poll-watchers chosen b
both sides eagle-eyed the origl
nal count of mail-in and provi-
sional ballots.

Contesting the election re-

sults in the House requires
that House Speaker Tom Crad-
dick order a committee made
of House members to investi-
gate the allegations and sub
mit a report.

The decision to seat Vo or
Heflin or call for a new election
will be left the the members of
the House, an order which will
be binding, said a spokesman
for the Texas secretary of
slate's office.

The House committee’s re-
port might be filed in late Janu-
ary. The Legislature is
scheduled to convene Jan, 11.
Vo would be limited to voting
only on procedural matters
until the dispute is resolved,
the secretary of state's spokes.
man said.

Vo's campaign has called on
Heflin to concede the race,

The week prior, Craddick ap-
pointed a new chairto the Appro-
priations Committee,
Republican Jim Pitts, passing

over the Democratic vice chair
A 21-year veteran of the House
Heflin has previously been called
Craddick’s “right-hand man.”

Veterans Land Board
To Honor Pearl Harbor Vets

WACO — The Texas Veter-
ans Land Board will present a
brief seminar on new benefits
for veterans On Dec. 7, at 6:30
p.m., at Ft. Fisher Auditorium.

This information will pro-
vide veterans and their fami-
lies with the latest information
on land, housing, home im-
provement, and the new Cen-
tral Texas State Veteran's
Cemetery and State Veleran's
Homes. Information on afford-
able housing will also be made
available.

Reservations are not re-
quired. Admission to the event
for veterans and families of
vetlerans is free.
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Thankful Ukrainians Receive Bashful Bush

Election Fraud Calls In Ukraine Heard In Crawford

By Naruan DhERENOW
STAFF WRITER

CRAWFORD — Instead of get-
ting a jump start on their holi-
day shopping the day after
Thanksgiving like so many
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other Americans, a contingent
of Ukrainian-Americans from
around Texas united in
Crawford to send a message of
thanks to the Bush adminis-
tration for not acceptling the
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MICHAEL BALAHUTRAK, 53, an engineer from Houston, was
unable last Friday to hand President Bush and the Press Pool
copies of a petition and letter encouraging the president to show
stronger support for free and democratic elections in the

Ukraine.

— Sea® Phcio By Maifun Diebencw
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presidential election results in
the Ukraine amid reports of
fraud.

Between 50-100 of these
Americang of Ukrainian de-
scent held a rally at the
Crawford Peace House coinei-
dently at the same time the
President and his wife, Laura,
had lunch at a downtown res-
taurant during the First
Couple’s first public appear-
ance in their adopted-home-
town since the Nov. 2 election.
President Bush's last Thanks-
giving was spent with soldiers
in Irag.

Waving wvellow-and-blue
Ukranian national flags and
gigns in the brisk wind, a few
of the Ukrainian-Texans stood
across the street from the res-
taurant hoping to encourage

the president to speak out for

fair and democratic elections
in the Ukraine.

Michael Balahutrak, 53, an
engineer from Houston, ex-
pressed his disappointment in
his failed efforts to personally
hand President Bush and
members of the White House
Press Pool copies of a petition

and a letter from his
contituents.
“We're not being aggressive.

We just want to give him the
petition,” said Balahutrak,
wearing an orange ribbon in
support of the Ukrainian oppo-
sition party after President
Bush left the restaurant with-
out meeting with the crowd.
He added he would later mail
and fax the documents to the
White House.

Organizer Chrystia Wynnyk,
44, of Austin said the groups
from Austin, Fort Worth, Dal-
las, and Houston were in
Crawford to support the
people of Ukraine.

“We're not here to fight
against President Bush. We
are here to thank him and Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell for
their actions, and we urge
them to continue on those
lines,” said Wynnyk, a first
generation American. “We are
urging President Bush to con-
tinue to take a stand of strong
hard-lined statements regard-
ing the fact that the elections
in the Ukraine were fraudu-
lent.”

Placing Washington be-
tween Moscow and Kiev, Sec-
retary of State Powell last
Wednesday publicly re-
nounced the results of last
sunday’s Ukrainian presiden-
tial election until a proper in-
vestigation of the accusations
of fraud was conducted. Most
of the European leaders, in-
cluding British Prime Minister
Tony Blair and German Chan-
cellor Gerhard Schroeder,
raised concerns over the
Ukraine election before Presi-
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SUPPORTING BROTHERS AND SISTERS — Organizer
Chrystia Wynnyk, 48, of Austin said the groups from Austin,
Fort Worth, Dallas, and Houston were in Crawford to support
the people of Ukraine. Holding a sign, Maria Shevshuk of the
Ukraine said traveled to sunny Crawford with her son, Roman

of Dallas.

Exafl Photo By Mathan Diebencw

dent Bush spoke out Friday.

“There's just a lot of allega-
tions of vote fraud that placed
their election — the validity of
their elections — in doubt,”
Bush told reporters before
lunch Friday afternoon.

“The international commu-
nity is watching very carefully.
People are paying very close
attention to this, and hopefully
it will be resolved in a way that
brings credit and confidence to
the Ukrainian government,”
he said.

According to the Associated
Press, U.S. officials have noted
that possible consequences for
improper investigations into
the Ukrainian election include
freezing assets of those who
engaged in fraud and denying
them travel visas to the United
States to cutting the roughly
£140 million in annual U.S. aid
to Ukraine.

The Ukraine lies in a stra-
tegic land area between conti-
nental Europe, Asia, and the
Black Sea. Oil pipelines eriss-
cross the countryside, making
it a key player in Russia’s oil
export trade.

U.S. officials have often criti-
cized the Ukraine government
over its human rights record,
but have expressed its thanks
to Kiev for sending troops to
join the U.S.-led occupation of
Irag.

The struggle for the presi-
dency in the former Soviet re-
public started after Sunday's
runoff between the Moscow-
backed Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovich and the liberal,
pro-Western candidate Viktor
Yushechenko,

Russian President Vladimir
Putin showed support for

Yanukovych, twice congratu-
lating him on his election vie-
tory (49.4 percent to 46.7
percent); however, on Thurs-
day, Putin said the law should
settle the election, At press
time, the Ukrainian Supreme
Court was scheduled to hear
the appeal on Monday. Though
not legally binding, Ukraine's
parhiament on Saturday called
the presidential election in-
valid,

Yanukovveh's support has
been from the pro-Russian,
heavily industrialized eastern
half of Ukraine, while
Yushchenko's contingency
was in the west, a traditional
center of nationalism.

With his wife, Irena, 40,
standing by his side, Max
Dityk, 40, of Houston held his
son, Martin, 5, on his shoulders
holding a Ukrainian flag wait-
ing across the street for the
.S, President to exit the res-
taurant. Dityk said he doesn’t
consider himself a nationalist
supporting the opposition can-
didate, but wants the future
Ukrainian president to be
elected by the people of the
Ukraine, not Russian Presi-
dent Vliadimir Putin.

“We're not really nationalist.
We would like to have a demo-
cratic election. It's a bottom
line. It doesn't matter, either
Yushehenko or Yanukovyeh. It
doesn't matter who it's going
to be. People must have a
choice, and they have a right
for their choice,” said Dityk, a
U.S. citizen born in the
Ukraine like his wife.

Russian President Putin vis-
ited Crawford during the early
part of President Bush's first

Continued On Next Page
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THANKING PRESIDENT BUSH — With his wife, lrena, 40,
standing by his side, Max Dityk, 40, of Houston held his son,
Martin, 5, on his shoulders holding a Ukrainian flag waiting
across the street for the U.5. President to exit the restaurant in

Crawford last Friday.

Seat! Phcio By Maihan Diebanow

- UKHA'N'ANS THANK FHES'DENT «=s Continued From Previous Page

term.

The crisis in the Ukraine
continued last Friday after
nearly three hours of talks Fri-
day to resolve the stalemate
politically with outgoing presi-
dent President Leonid
Kuchma and a delegation of
European envoys: European
Union foreign policy chief
Javier Solana, Polish Presi-
dent Aleksander Kwasniewski,
and Russian parliament
speaker Boris Gryzlov.

After the meeting, the oppo-
gition candidate Yushchenko
told an enormous rally of his
supporters in the Ukrainian
capital of Kiev that he wanted
on a new election on Dec. 12
under the observation of the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe.

Unlike the opposition sup-
porters who had camped out in
Independence Square for more
than five nights in the harsh
wintery weather, Roman
Shevshuk of Dallas said he
traveled to sunny Crawford
with his mother, Maria, who
was visiting from the Ukraine,
Along with 30-40 other Ukrai-
nians from the Dallas-area,
they came a little earlier than
planned, and “were lucky to
see the president,” he said.

“We're glad he can possibly
read our banners, and we
wanted to thank him for taking
the stand,” said Shevshuk, un-
aware that Bush had spoken to

PRESIDENT BUSH speaks to reporters breifly before enter-

ing a restaurant in Crawford for lunch last Friday while Ukrai-
nian-Americans from across the sireel urge him to publicly

support free and democratic elections in the Ukraine.
Press. Pool Prato By Bod Aydelcfie. Waoo Triting Heraid

reporters earlier.

Balahutrak said that by not
voicing support for honest
elections in the Ukraine, Presi-
dent Bush would be missing
the pertect opportunity to
mend U.S. relations with the
European Union after dis-
agreement over the war in
Iraq.

In further suggesting
Bush's possible foreign policy
legacy, Balahutrak likened the
U.5. president’s position to

that of the Cuban Missile Cri.
sis between former President
John F. Kennedy and Soviet
President Nikita Krushchev in
October 1962, He added that
the people of Iraq and Afghani
stan would be taking special
note of the United States’ ac.
tions toward the Ukrainian
elections.

Balahutrak estimated thai
about 20,000 people of Ukrai.
nian-descent live in Texas and
about 1.3 million in the U.S.

The Ohio Vote — Will Recount Be In Time?

Protests Afoot To Compel Ohio Secretary of State To Expedite Recount

COLUMBUS, Ohio Pro-
testors from coast to coast and
Green Party, Libertarian candi-
dates are encouraging Ohio
Secretary of State Kenneth
Blackwell to call for a full hand
recount of all Ohio presidential
voles prior to the Dec. 13 elec-
tors meeting — before it's too
late.

Attorneys for Green Parly
presidential candidates David
Cobb and Libertarian Michael
Badnarik have jointly filed a
lawsuit against Blackwell and
£8 county electoral directors to
expedite an immediate recount
of the presidential vote in all
Ohio counties. They say the
ultimate goal of the lawsuit is
to ensure full and accurate
counts of all votes and bring a
movement to strengthen the
U5, Election system.

Blackwell's denial of their
earlier formal request has led
attorneys for the candidates to
take legal action to compel an
immediate recount.

The candidates have ex-
pressed deep concern that the
timetable laid out by Blackwell
would not provide sufficient time
for the counties to recount all 5.5
million votes in the state by hand
before the state's presidential
electors meel on Dec. 13,

The have also requested that
Blackwell, a Republican who
served as Chair fo the Bush
campaign in Qhio, re-
cuse himself from the
recount process.

The Ohio Secre-
tary of State's office
has ssaid that certi-
fication of the vote
would oceur around
Dec. 6. With hive
days required for no-
tice to candidates, that
would permit only 48
hours for a full recount prior to
the Dec. 13 Electoral College
electors meeting at which they,
by Constitutional law, must
cast their votes,

On Nowv. 17, a Cobb-Badnarik
letter =said that the lack of a
meaningful recount will violate
Ohio recount law. “Immediate
action is necessary so that the
recount procedures may begin
as goon as possible.”

The formal demand for a re-
count in Ohio was filed on Now,
19, along with a bond for
£113,600 to cover the cost of $10
per precinet needed to request
a recount.

According to the candidates,
Blackwell has indicated he will
endeavor to certify results on
or hefore Dec. 6 1if it proves fea-

sible. They claim that even this
timetable — if the Secretary of
State adheres to it — is not suf-
ficient to permit a full and
fair recount by hand of
5.5 million votes,
The plaintiffs are
therefore asking
a federal district
court to order
the Secretary of
State and the
county boards to ex-
pedite the process
even further to enable a
recount of the votes before the
electors are scheduled to meet.

The expected timeline follows:

= Dec. 1 — Date by which
maost Ohio voters will have cer-
tified their initial vote totals.

» Dee. 68 — Date that
Blackwell says he will finally
certify the vote, upon whie
those seeking a recount may
formally make the request.
Blackwell would then notify
other candidates of their right
to have observers at the re-
count. Under law, other candi-
dates must have five days’
notice before the recount can
begin.

* Dec. 7— The “safie harbor”
date, set by Congress, by which
presidential electors in all 50
states must be conclusively

determined, Congress has
specified that all controversies
regarding the appointment of
electors should be resolved six
days prior to the meeting of the
Electoral College. This clgate fig-
ured prominently in the last
presidential election when the
sSupreme Court stopped the
recount process in Florida due
to that deadline having arrived.

* Dec. 11 — The earlierst
possible start date for the Ohio
recount based on Blackwell's
timeline,

= Dec, 13 — Date that the
Electoral College electors in all
states much cast their votes.

Protestors from throughout
the nation, including Democrats,
are pushing for the full manual
recount in Ohio that will fit into
the safe harbor deadline. They
have expressed concerns that
without a manual recount,
undervotes and overvotes might
o undetected.

Too, they are concerned
about fairness issues regard-
ing the Secretary of State’s role
as a tiebreaker when two
Democrats and Republicans
who are counting the provi-
sional ballots disagree on
whether any particular provi-
sional ballot should be counted.
Thev therefore, are zecking his

recusal.

A rally was held Sunday with
the Rev. Jesse Jackson at Mt.
Herman Missionary Baptist
Church in Columbus and an-
other was slated for Monday in
Delaware, Ohio, at the Dela-
ware County Courthouse.

A demonstration was also
planned on Monday in San
Francisco at noon.

A *Caravan for the Heal
Count” is slated to leave San
Francisco en route to Colum-
bus on Wednesday, Dec. 1.

A “No Stolen Elections”
meeting is scheduled for Kan-
sas City, Mo., on Thursday, Dec.
2, and will feature noted inves-
tigator Greg Palast, plus other
notables, including representa-
tives from organized labor and
various local churches and
civie groups.

Other rallys and demonstra-
tions are planned on Dec. 4, at
Africentric Middle School in
Columbus, and also in Kansas
City. Another is set for San
Francisco on Monday, Dec. 6.

A nationwide March on
Washington is set for Saturday,
Dec. 11, at Washington, D.C.,
and another protest is tenta
tively set for Saturday, Dec. 18,
at 2 p.m., in Washington Square
Park. Manhattan. New York,
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Kyle Rote Takes Over For Doak Walker

The vote for the Heisman
Trophy, awarded annually to
the best college football player
in the land, was announced on
Dec. 5, 1950, and Kyle Rote of
SMU did himself proud by
coming in second.

The Southern Methodist
Mustangs made the long trip
from Dallas to Pittsburgh for
their season opener in Sep-
tember 1948. A young fan rec-
ognized a famous face in a
hotel lobby and asked Doak
Walker for his autograph.

The gridiron god graciously
obliged and introduced the boy
to his companion. “This is Kyle
Rote. Don't you want his au-
tograph?”

“Is he an All-American?” the
skeptical collector inquired.

“No,” replied Doak, “but he
will be next year.”

SMU hardly broke a sweat in
beating the Pitt Panthers 33-
14 and had an even easier time
the following Saturday with
Texas Tech, still a decade away
from membership in the
southwest Conference. In
their last appearance on cam-
pus prior to moving to the en-
larged Cotton Bowl, the
Mustangs routed the Red
Raiders 41-6.

Southern Methodist's unde-
feated streak of 15 games
ended a week later at Mis-
souri, Bouncing back from the

Services

This Week

six-point surprise, the Ponies
began the defense of their
SWC title by pounding Rice in
Houston 33-7.

Fifty thousand came out to
the Cotton Bowl to watch the
hometown team slaughtler
Santa Clara 33-0 in the last
non-conference tune-up.
Coach Bell gave Rote more
playing time, and he re-
sponded with two touch-
downs.

Doak set the tone for the
showdown with always tough
Texas by sprinting 67 yvards to
pay dirt on the third play from
serimmage. Rote accounted
for one of three SMU scores
in the 21-6 triumph on a 14-
vard sprint with a lateral
from a pass receiver,

After putting away the
never-say-die Texas Aggies
20-14, the SMU offense spun
its wheels for 56 minutes in
the Ozarks. But Rote broke
loose for 35 vards to the Ar-
kansas eight and bulled his
way across the goal line to cut
the Hogs' lead to five points.

It took one of the Mustangs
miraculous comebacks to

& Bobcat

save the day. Gil Johnson,
the baldheaded passer with
the bum knee, flipped the ball
to Paul Page at the Hogs' two
vard line and he squirmed his
way into the end zone as the
gun sounded.

Returning to the Cotton
Bowl for a scrap with the
Baylor Bears, SMU trailed 6-
0 in the third quarter when
Rote took charge. He gained
118 yards on sheer brute
strength, giving tacklers a
piggyback ride on practically
every carry, and scored both
TD's in the 13-6 victory. A
Baylor assistant coach mar-
veled, “Rote is the first old-
time, foot-in-your-mouth,
ramming fullback I've seenin
vears!"”

Three weeks after Doak
Walker became the first jun-
ior to win the Heisman Tro-
phy, tenth-ranked SMU
hosted ninth-ranked Oregon
on New Year's Day. The
Southwest Conference
champs prevailed 21-13
thanks in large part to their
very special sophomaore, who
rushed for 93 vards and two
touchdowns and boomed an
84-vard quick kick, the long-
est punt in Cotton Bowl his-
tory.

Everybody and his brother
considered the Mustangs a
shoo-in for their third SWC

of Waea

crown in a row in 1949, Doak
Walker was back for his se-
nior year, Kvle Rote had a
season under his belt and
Matty Bell had even found a
talented replacement, Fred
Benners, for Gil Johnson,
who had turned pro.

But it was not to be, Rice
handed SMU its first confer-
ence loss in two years hum-
bling the mistake-prone
Mustangs 41-27 on their
home turf, Worse than the
defeat was the injury Doak
suffered on a cheap out-of-
bounds shot that knocked
him into a wheelchair.

With Walker spending
more time on the sidelines
than on the field, SMU
struggled through the rest of
the schedule. The Mustangs
beat Texas and Arkansas but
lost to Baylor and TCU and
played the Aggies to a draw
to finish fifth in the seven-
team league.

Again denied the services of
Doak, the Mustangs were 28-
point underdogs against Notre
Dame. But a star was born on
that day in Big D, as Kyle Rote
almost singlehandedly van-
quished the Irish. The Ponies
came up seven points short
but not before Rote ran for 115
vards, passed for 146, aver-
aged 48 vards a punt and tal-
lied all three SMU

I

touchdowns,

There were more downs
than ups for the 1950 Mus-
tangs, who looked like world
beaters for five games and in-
explicably lost four of the next
five. Rote, the Heisman run-
ner-up, was the bright spot
with 762 rushing vards on 152
attempts, a dozen touchdowns
and 35 vards per punt.

The first pick in the National
Football League draft of 1951,
Rote spent 11 years with the
New York Giants. After tear
ing up a knee in his rookie sea-
son, he switched to wide
receiver and caught 48 touch-
down passes, still a record for
the Gianls.

Kyle Rote died in August
2002, four years after Doak
Walker. Son Kyle, Jr. put his
passing in perspective: “To
me the most remarkable th 'Lrui
about him from a foothal
standpoint was that he had 14
teammates who named sons
after him.”

Quite a tribute to a great
football player who was an
even better human being.

Order today in time for
Christmas! “Best of This Week
in Texas History™ Vol V $10.95
plus $3.25 postage and han-
dling from Bartee Haile, 1912
Meadow Creek Dr, Pearland,
TX 77581

|
INURANT]

INSURCORP AGENCY INC.

For advertising
information,
call (254) 675-3336

Rocket Federal Credit Union

Here for YOUR financial needs
with 2 locations to serve you!

E
e 905 W. McGregor Dr., McGregor
840-2873

204 Crossroads West, Hewitt
751-0877

Balch Computer Repair

2549454211
ccll 254-978-(457

On-site computer repair
Fix hardware and software problems
Call for estimale

Kevin Halch
3718 FM 217

Valley Mills, TX 76689 W, s guscompulErguy.com

Randy K. Solberg

Sales Specializi 254 700 ERER
(o 254- 7000385
1507 M. 1-25 cell 254 709-8318
Waco, TX 76705 e-mal: rsodberp ' Improug com

Sades - Service - Fopndal - Padls

MARK KETTLER
BUILDER

Mohbile (254 709-7362
Fax (254) 836-4620

Leorn 5
_ FLOOR COVERING

Carpet & Vinyl
Formica Cabinet Tops
Wallpaper
Eureka Vacuum Cleaners
and Service

QUALITY MATERIAL SOLD AND INSTALLED WITH PRIDE
302 Wast Sth FREE ESTIMATES

Cifion, Texas  Mike & Kim Preacher Home 475-8291

Alan Woed II, CIC, CPCU
Stanlay Jarosz, AAl, CIC

Order Buying

Gregg Jemigan
(254) 932-6282

Phone 675-B&B4
Mob. (254) 644-7418

Complete Insurance Service
Representing Hochheim Prairie Farm Mutal

2029 Washington

Waco, Texas 7670
254-T54-2386
254-486-2708

[ The Saloon at Texas Safari

is now available for
Banquets, Receptions, Weddings,
Family Reunions, Parties, etc.

Call Samantha Ramsey
675-3334 or cell (972) 979-1122

L B

DOVE CREEK RANCH
GOLD TEX €ATTLE €O.
VALLEY MILLS, TX

Kirk Jernigan
(254) 932-5485
Mab. [(254) 709-2060
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DATELINE:

raw

ford

Hometown of the President of the United States

#

SIGN OF THE TIMES — Pedro Rodriguez {8) shows spirit last Friday night after Crawford beat Cooper at the Gopher-Warrior

Bowl in Grand Prairie.

Phesa By Stephen Cook

Crawford To See Celina

In Region Final Friday

— Pirates Blast Bulldogs, 49-12 —

GRAND PRAIRIE — The
Crawiord Pirates (13-0) will be
facing the Celina Bobeats (13-
0} in the region final in
Burleson at 7:30 p.m. after de-
feating Cooper Bulldogs (10-3),
49-12, in a Class 2A region
semifinal last Friday night at
the Gopher-Warrior Bowl in
Grand Prairie.

Crawford racked up over 200
vards rushing and 150 vards
passing against the Bulldogs;
Lee Murphy fimished the game
going 11-of-18 for about 150
vards and one touchdown,
while Derek Dumas rushed for
over 100 vards on 23 carries for
four touchdowns

Almost immediately the Pi-
rates were on the defensive
attack. Dwight Moody inter
cepted a pass for a 25 yard
touchdown. Shawn Fulwider's
point after was good,

The first offensive leg saw
Lee Murphy connect with Jad
Tawater on a three vard TD
pass, having been set up on a
Murphy to Adam Murphy on
an 18-vard pass the play prior.
Tawater finished with 91 yards
on six receptions.

Cooper scored next but
missed the pont after touch-
down.

set up by another Pedro
Rodriguez  interception,

Dumas ran in for a two-yard
TD.
Crawfiord turned the ball

over only once, but Cooper

came up with nothing; how-
ever, the Bulldogs scored one
more time.

The Pirates responded with
Dumas’ two-yard run and an-

other one of Fulwider's suc-
cessful points after touch-
down. The place kicker racked
up six of seven points in the
game.

With about 70 yards on nine
carries, sam Moody finished
the game with a fourth gquar-
ter 29-yard touchdown.

ADVERTISE IN

THE LONE STAR
ICONOCLAST

Call (254) 675-3336

Mayborn Museum
Sets ‘Mammoth
Little Christmas’

WACD — The Mayborn Mu
seum Complex will celebrate
the holiday season with “A
Mammoth Little Christmas.’
The Mavborn Museum Com-
plex is dressed up for the holi
days with “Christmas from
Around the World” trees grac
ing the upper level of the ro-
tunda. The trees were specially
decorated by Baylor University
interpational students.

The Mayborn Museum wil
feature musical guests in the
Grand Rotunda throughout the
holiday season, and the ac
claimed “Christmas at Baylor'
production will be shown in the
SBC Theater on Thursday eve
nings.

The Gov. Bill and Vara His
toric Village will be adorned fo
the holidays Dec. 18 for special
Christmas events for the entire
family. The First United Meth
odist Church children’s choir
will perform in the church, and
Waco storyteller Vivian Ruther
ford will tell Christmas stories
in the school house, Children
also can enjoy the old-fashionec
tradition of stringing popcorn
and cranberries.

Visitors may shop at the Mu-
seum Store for those hard-to-
buy-for friends and family on
vour list. From the whimsical tc
the educational, the Museum
Store offers books, toys, puzzles
and plush items for all ages. A
family membership to the mu
seum makes a wonderful gift!

Admission to the Mayborn
Museum Complex is §6 for
adults, $5 for seniors, and $4 for
children.

Schedule of Evenis

* Thursdays, Dec. Z, 9, and
16, from 5 to 8 p.m. — “Christ-
mas at Baylor”

= Sunday, Dec. 5 — Music 1n
the Grand Rotunda — 1:30 tc
2:30 p.m., Fred Curtis Quartet
from 3 4 p.m., Karen
Abrahamson and Carrie
Wetherholt — Harp; from 4 - &
p.m., shannon Meadors — Vo
calist,

= Sunday, Dec. 12 — Music in
the Grand Rotunda, from 1;30 -
2:30 p.m., Theresa Ford — Ham
mer Dulcimer; from 3 - 4 p.m.
Susan and Kathrine Shrivoer —
Harp.

» Saturday, Dec. 18 — Special
events in the Gov, Bill & Vars
Daniel Historic Village, from
1:30 - 1:45 p.m. Lorena Firs|
United Methodist Church
Children’s Choir will sing in the
church; from 1 - 5 p.m. — Vivian
Rutherford will tell Christmas
stories in the school house,

« Saturday, Dec. 18 — String
ing Popcorn & Cranberries
from 2 - 2:45 p.m. — Lorena
First United Methodist Chureh
choir will sing in the church
from 3 - 3:45 p.m. — Lorens
First United Methodist Chureh
bell choir will perform in the
church

* Sunday. Dee. 19 — Music in
the Grand Rotunda, from 1:30 -
2:30 p.m. - Waco Boys & Girls
Club Choir; from 3 - 4 p.m. —
The Hadad Family — Singing.
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PLOTING GAME STRATEGY are Lee Murphy and Coach Rob

ert Murphy against Cooper last Friday night at the Enpher—‘u‘u’ar
rior Bowl in Grand Prairie. Daly

DEREK DUMAS (3) slaps a Bulldog defender aside last Friday night at the anher—‘u‘n"arﬂnr Bowl
n Grand Prairie. -

hato By Stephan Coak

OF THE BIG GAME!

ALTHOUGH he may need a new jersey next week, Sam Mood
(25) finished off the scoring last Friday night against the Coo
per Bulldogs at the Gopher-Warrior Bowl in Grand Pralrie

Pheoio By Stephan ook

DEREK DUMAS (3) breaks through the hole to score anothe
SANDWICHED — Adam Murphy, Mark Lowe (88), and Andrew Judy (37) clamp down on a touchdown last Friday night at the Gopher-Warrior Bowl in Granc
Bulldog last Friday night at the Gopher-Warrior Bowl in Grand Prairie. Photo By Swpken Gook Prairie.

Fhaalo By Shsphan oo

Bosque Valley Family Dental | | Albrecht’s Pharmacy, Inc. g
DR. JoE H. YARBRO, D.D.S. 506 West 5th, Clifton « (254) 675-8398 %T '

DR. RicHARD F. HANSARD, D.D.S. We honor all Medicare-approved prescription drug discount cards.
S Come by the pharmacy for the enroliment forms. We will get you signed up today!
FAMILY DENTISTRY

ORTHODONTICS _ == : We also honor all Insurance Plans. Call us to see if we are a pharmacy provider
g for your plan. Some of the many plans we process are:
COSMETIC DENTISTRY PR S d )

SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE ' - Scott & White Health Plan  Federal Employee Uni-Care

. - Blue Cross-Blue Shield Teachers Retirement Plan Texas Medicaid Plan
se habla espanol ' | Caremark Merk-Medco United Health Care
OFFICE HOURS: o b Advance/PCS Aetna Champus-TriCare
Monday-Wednesday, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. ; 3 Wellpoint Cigna etc.
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. TriCare Anthem R £
Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. : - Express Scripts PAID i "ﬁj}fﬂ”"ﬂ fﬂ“;g"' €25
1-888-932-6404 « Valley Mills, Texas . First Care Rx-West ¥ -Mm.-3 p.A.
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JAD TAWATER (7) heads duwnfleld after taking a pass ﬂgﬂll‘l-ﬂ-l
Cooper last Friday night at the Gopher-Warrior Bowl in Grand
Prairie. Phota By 5280k Cook

su-ﬁ |
B B‘P‘“

KRISTIE WILKINSOHN, 11th grader, smlles last Friday night at the Gopher-Warrior Bowl in Grand
Prairie when Crawford faced Cooper. Shoga B ook

MUELLER INC

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS & COMPONENTS

Waco: 800-525-3814
Mark Noland (ext. 5426) - Roland Hicks (ext. 5427)
5591 N. Hwy. 6, Waco — 254-848-2560 - Fax: 254-848-9987

Tcrnplu - 800-525-3814 = Fax: 254-742-2947
1-35 M. between Exit #305 west side of 1-35

www.muellerinc.com

RAY

Taylor Hackford directs

this never-before-told

biography of one the most

influential musically

genus' and legendary

blues singers ever bomn.

The story traces his youth

of poverty in Southern

: . Flonda to the heights of

STUFFED — Dwight Moody (68), Garrett Gonzales (67), and Derek Dumas (3) stuff a Bulldog - fame performing and

unner in the backfield last Friday night at the Gopher-Warrior Bowl in Grand Prairie. : traveling to European

Airacsdo bl : capitals. It is an

unthnching look at the

man as well as musician
up until 1964,

Rated PG-13 Runtime: 2 hours 30 minutes

Dec. 2 Friday Saturday | Sunday
7 p.m. Dec. 3 Dec. 4 Dec. 5

Adults Only | 7 P-m. 7 p.m. 7 p.m.

LIFTEX -

TALHIES

- _ (I 306 W. 5th St.  ALL Tickets: $4.00 per person
B.J. CHRISTIAN (20) slips a tackle last Friday night at the Gopher-Warrior Bowl in Grand Prai- Cliﬂll]ﬂ, Texas {254] 675-1229

rl'ﬂ- Phata By Staphan Cook



10 — Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2004

The Lone Star lconoclast

www.iconoclast-lexas,.com

The Teensy Weensy Spider Came Up The Water Spout

My last column dealt with
email forwards. I had men-
tioned the urban legends were
sometimes perpetrated by sto-
ries that circulate through the
Internet. There was one re-
cent warning about cobwebs in
some major brand of chewing
gum. There was another about
poison in a soft drink. 1 wrole
about the great kidneyv-stealing
scheme (hoax),

Everyone of a certain age
remembers tales of body parts
being sealed up in soda pop
bottles or ketchup or whatever,
right from the factory. These
stories made the rounds well
before computers were in-
vented. It was always
someone's cousin or uncle or
sister-in-law’'s nephew who
found the thing. And the sto-
rvteller swore it was true.

Years ago, we had a real
scare after some sick mind
came up with putting rat poi-
son into the bottles of a major
painkiller. That resulted in
tamper proof lids, probably a

thing.

With the threat of terrorism
came wurnes uf contracting
anthrax poisoning from simply
opening an envelope. Most of
that turned out to be a lot of
hype.

There are all sorts of bad
things in this world, but today

C U]ﬁ I'..L.[ IL'U'L "H I 'l
COMMISSION CO.

sale Every saturday
Sheep & Goais 10 00 + I.'.|[|I-.- {203

No. 1 Steers

under 300 |b. 160-173
300-400 |b. 130-158
400-500 |b. 115129 31 Down
500-600 |b. 105-119
G00-T00 b, 100-112
TO0-B00 b, 95-108

No. 1 Helfers

under 300 Ib. 135-165
300-200 Ib. 115-141
400-500 |b. 105-126 51 Down
500-800 Ib. 100-111
600-700 Ibs. 95-106
TOD-800 |bs. 92-58

Slaughter Cows
High Yielding 47 to 54
Low Yielding 37 to 43 §1 Up
Fals 45 to 52

Thin & Shelly 30 to 40

Packer Bulls (1250-2075 Ib.)
Yield Grade 152 55 to 68 $1 Up

Cow & Call Pairs

Young Cholce 1100 to 1240
Young Fair 900 to 1050 51015 Up
Aged Pairs 700 to B50

Young Pregnancy Test Stocker
Replacement Cows

500 to 1050 310-20 Up
Number of Head....486

Gatesville

Thomas (254) B65-8219
Sale (254) BG5-9121

Mobale (254) 223

Jody

-295H

Rustic
Ramblings §

e i dockval Segroe frodm New Fork Linkaealy g i
AN Do A e T DA IFTy e O

I wanted to write about some-
thing silly (but it won't turn out
that way). [ had more to say
about the spider under the toi-
let seat warning, the subject of
my last column. [ mean, who
could resist commenting fur-
ther on such an exciting topic?
[ just can't help mysell.

What are the odds that I will
sit on the wrong public toilet
and encounter a poisonous In
donesian spider? —Probably
less than getting struck by
lightning twice or winning the
lottery. It was a hoax anyway,
in all ikelihood. Lately it's be-
come hard to confirm news-
worthy items, even on major
network TV,

Well, back to the spider
thing. . . . .. Most women don't
sit on public toilets anyway. Too
much information? But I mean,
really. . . .. Think about it. There
are possible microbial dangers
lurking there. But spiders”

Does this spider leap EI?
ward towards u-pp-ur'tumt;.-" n
any case, | don't need this ex-
tra anxiety in my life! Now lam
going to have to lift the Lids of
any public toilet before | hover
above it. [ don't like to even
touch a public toilet seat lid. .

..But I always did anyway. It’ 5
common courtesy to lift the lid.
This has nothing to do with the

Central Texas To Observe

World AIDS Day Dec. 1

WACO — World AIDS Day
will be observed on Wednes-
day, Dec. 1, at 6 p.m. in Heri-
tage Square in Waco. This
yvear’s theme for WAD, as de-
cided by the U.N, AIDS Orga
nization, is “Women, Girls, HIV
and AIDS.”

The observance in Waco will
be sponsored by McCARES,
the McLennan County HIV/
AIDS Resources and Educa-
tion Services.

Young women and girls are
more susceptible to HIV than
men and boys, with studies
shuwinﬁ they can be 2% times
more likely to be HIV-infected
as their male counterparts.
Their vulnerability is primarily
due to inadequate knowledge
about AIDS, insufficient ac-
cess to HIV prevention ser-
vices, inability to negotiate
safer sex, and a lack of female-
controlled HIV prevention
methods.

All are invited to join
McCARES at Heritage Square
to help observe World AIDS

ay.
INFO

{254} T2.9039

old toilet seat position argu-
ment between men and
women. This might not be
widely known, so I feel it is my
responsibility to apprise and
educate you.

Men probably never thought
of this ... but women, during a
llfetlme of visiting public
restrooms, have at least once
seen some variation of the fol-
lowing little ditty: “If you stand
when'er yvou tinkle, ift the hd
so you won't sprinkle.” You are
supposed to be thoughtful of
the person who follows you.
Just common sense. (Does
this have any place in a family
newspaper?}

S0 now the extra alert for
killer spiders in public
restrooms has been added to
my list, even though I know in
my heart this is a hoax. This
takes me one step closer to
paranoia and obsessive-com-
pulsive behavior. {(Just what 1
need, more neurosis in my
life!} Sometimes I wonder how
many brain cells | have left to
remember all the warnings we
must deal with every day.

Should we avoid butter and
use margarine? No, now it
seems that ingesting marga-
rine is just one step up from
eating plastic. Should we avoid
chocolate to keep our weight
down? No, it seems that dark
chocolate is suddenly good for
us. It was in the news, so it
must be true, (There has been
a lot of fuss lately about things
in the news that are NOT true,
evien if reported by a reputable
SOUrCE],

Should we eat low fat or low
carbs? Areall the warnings just
to forward the cause of business
interests? (Probably so).

Can we trust plastic contain-
ers in the microwave or will
they cause cancer? Can we
reuse water bottles or do they,
too, deteriorate and become
carcinogenic? Will hormone
therapy keep women from
bone loss? Or was that just
hype? Will they instead cause
stroke and cancer?

Even doctors now leave cer-
tain major treatment decisions
to patients, There is too much
room for error in deciding cer-
tain forms of treatment. (I
can't decide if it is a good thing
that doctors have finally admit-
ted that they don't know it all

* Pre-Need and At-Need Arrangements
* Cremation and Memorial Arrangements

1113 West Fifth Street
McGregor, TX 76657
(254) B40-2880

or if it at least seemed better
and more comforting when we
THOUGHT or at least hoped
they knew it all).

Should people trust various
diet pills, take off the weight
that is surely bad for their
health? But what effects do the

diet pills have?

We MUST weed out the non.
sense surrounding us and save
our precious remaining gray
matter for the REAL dangers
We must make informed and
intelligent decisions.

I wonder how we will do that?

o Carpet Sales and Service ' ' ‘i :
: I b g o i

| = Laminate Flooring = Wood |

| = Carpst = Ceramic {:

| = Vinyl = Tile |

QUALITY WORK GUARANTEED

Bus. 840-9757 |
| 305 S, Main ""ml_'m’ ﬁpﬁ"ﬂm::r' Cell T09-7860
'I_Mt{.in.:gur Fax 840-2321 |

NATTENTION!!

BE YOUR OWN BOSS

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS FOR NEW
AND EXISTING ENTREPRENEURS
CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

1-866-280-5857

Bk Frwont Hor: S

= Thadition nfEr-rcmm:-u 3

T P

Mailing Address
PO. Box 342
McGregor, TX 76657

* Accepting Life Insurance,
Pre-Meed Funeral Policies
* Monuments and Markers

304 Eighth Street
Moody, TX 76557
(254) 853-2311
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CLASSIFIEDS [ How TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED IN
REﬁCh Al' Oundth I‘ld The N@’}b FICON@CL AST

Buy two
get one Just print out your message — one word per space — on this form.
FREE* (Phone numbers are one word; "Box 2020" counts as two words.)
Then mail with your check or money order to:
! The Iconoclast, PO. Box 420, Crawford, TX 76638

RD Yo chemed DEADLINE: FRIDAY 5 PM.
?I;LEET iurdmz form CLASSIFIED RATES: $5.00 minimum per week for up to 10 words.
SR e Additional words are 20¢ each per week.
call (254) 675-3336 Ads must be paid for when placed.

Run your ad for two weeks, and we'll give you a third week's
Real Estate publication of the same ad FREE! (Ad text cannot be changed in mid-

run; no refunds if ad is canceled before the completion of the three-

week period.) Just check the box below and double your payment.
Yes, run my ad for a third week FREE.
R SALE I've enclosed payment for the first two weeks.
Your Name
San Marcus - AHill Country Heaven
+ 2.8 Acres + Beautiful Kiichen wisland, Address:
* 4 Bedroom Paniry, Dumbwaiter, and i
* 4 Car Garage Large window w/Tantastic Phone #:
* Huge Basement w/Wet Bar view of woods : : S
* 3,100 5q. ft. Living Space » Balcony off Master Bedroom Please classify my ad under this heading:
* In-ground Sprinkl 1 * Beautiful Mature T
. ;B.?;,u,n s « Large Hm:;;a rgi.;:wﬂb. Amount enclosed 5 Check { Money Order
* Nesghborhood Pool .
Please charge my credit card:
Lease or purchase with owner financing available. $1.50M/mo with , ,
$1,500 deposit or $185,000, Call (512) 754-7099 or (512) 557-5270 Visa [ MasterCard / American Express Exp. Date:
Signature:

THREE LOVELY BRICK country
homes. Two on acreage with view, y af o can call our office al (254) B75-3X38 and place your ad over the phoné.
£130,000, 5185000, and 52949,000. E m p I 0 ment

254-582-6111 e AD TEXT - PLEASE PRINT
- INDUSTRIAL ' ‘
For Rent PRODUCTION r
CONCRETE WKRS
PLUMBERS |
ELECTRICAL ’
FOR RENT General LABORERS |
2 BR / 1': BA studio apt. WELDERS | | $5.00 | $5.20 | $5.40
in Crawford. $475 [ $300
Call to see (254) 757-0063 Jack of All Trades | oo il o l e
1 2701 Franklin Ave.
or (234) 2144293 (254) 754.-7997 . $6.40 | $6.60 | $6.80 | $7.00 |
Miscellaneous : =
. $8.00 $8.20 $8.40 | $8.60
R T—" , . | .
Experiencing Debt Problems! | sa.80 | $0.00 | s9.20 | s0.40 |
Tired of being denied? | |
Nnt a Prnhlem ; 5560 55.80 | S10.00 | $10.20 |
Let our professional customer service representatives |
help you secure that dream home, car or just pay off ‘ Lo $108 p10.00 §11.00
those nagging bills. ICONOCLAST CLASSIFIED AD PAGE CATEGORIES
Call us today Toll Free 1-866-833-6962 For Sale For Rent Garage Sales Employment
Services Public Notices Card of Thanks Miscellaneous

or visit www.clarksonreferrals.com Wanted
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Yes, There Was A Real Uncle Hugh

As Uncle Hugh used to say,
“A truly honest man would
shoot hisselfto keep from doin’
all the stuff he knows he'd like
to do.”

It is time once again to an-
swer those two repetitive
questions I occasionally get
from readers: “Who was Uncle
Hugh?" and “Was there really
an Uncle Hugh?"

Well, now I know there’s at
least two of you,

S0 he who would be first
among vou, let him be last.

Yes, there really was a Hugh
Overton.

But hewasn't technically my
uncle, except that the courtesy
title “Aunt” or “Uncle” was ex-
tended to all adults in my
grandparents’ extended fam-
ily, wherein the extension
reached all the way to Dumas,
Texas, which I once got a whip-
ping with a peach tree switch
for calling “Dumb As.”

My mother thought 1 was
swearing.

[ was not, as is clearly
spelled out here,

Uncle Hugh, considering the
wisdom of trying to raise cot-
ton in the Texas Panhandle,
pronounced me guiltless.

Uncle Walter, he said, was a
Dumb As.

As best I can determine,
Unecle Hugh was my
grandfather’'s brother-in-law’s
brother who was, in the
family’s East Texas parlance,
rougher than a rained-on cob.

My first clear memory of
Uncle Hugh was of sitting on
his lap on the front porch with
my other little cousins lined up
on either side of us, all having
the grandest of times.

Suddenly my mother busted
through the sereen door,
snatched me up and spanked
me all the way into the house,
then refused to let me outside
again.

[ found out years later that
Unele Hugh was teaching the
new generation how to shoot
pistol straight without aiming.

I still know the trick.

No, I'm not going to tell you.

He was also, by general

eement, the best outlaw in
history.

S0 why have you never
heard of him?

Because he was the best out-
law in history.

Jesse James, the Daltons,
Billy the Kid all were hunted
and killed in the prime of their
youth. They were terrible out-
laws,

A truly successful eriminal
doesn't have a big funeral be-
cause no one knows he ever
existed.

Uncle Hugh died in his nine-
ties of pneumonia with nobody
on his trail,

And he never went straight.

He only went to prison once.

[ asked my father why, and

Call To Mind| (5=

he told me Uncle Hugh got two
years for kindness to animals,

He gave a good home to 137
head of somebody else's cattle.

I still remember driving
down those country roads with
Uncle Hugh and hearing him
say when we saw a calf outside
the fence:

“I better git that heifer *fore
somebody steals it.”

He later said he got caught
because he just lost his per-
spective.

Steal cattle, and the lawmen
see you as a worthwhile adver-
sary. John Wayne, or Roy and
Gene ridin’ to cut the rustlers
off at the past. (That's not a
misprint. It's a joke.)

He said they'd hardly waste
their time on a hog thief.

I you stole chickens, they'd be
embarrassed to bring vou in.

So he taught me how to
swipe chickens off the roost
without raising a squawk. It
has to be a cold night, though.

You stick a one-by-twelve in-
side your shirt. When it's nice
and warm, vou ease it into the
henhouse window. 01" henny’ll
hop right on it to get out of the
cold, and you just slip her out-
side and grab her by the neck
before she can make a peep.

See, I can tell that one, and
not the pistol trick, because in
a bar fight, it's pretty hard to
kill somebody with a chicken.

Hugh never held with poli-
tics or other big business.

The problem with stealing
big, Uncle Hugh used to say,
was if you rob somebody with
a pistol, you can chunk it in the
river as vou cross the border:
Rob ‘em with a fountain pen,
and people wonder why you've
gol your fireplace lit up with
paperwork in August.

Besides, wear a necktie long
enough and you start spelling
“t-h-i-e-{" as “e-n-t-r-e-p-r-e-n-
e-u-r."

You stop thinking like an out-
law and start thinking like a
banker, Hiring auditors and
other folks who can read and
cipher.

And count reward money.

By then you get too good to
hide out in Louisiana.

Put on Italian suits long
enough, and vou start thinking
you'd rather go to prison than
move someplace that ain't got
a Starbucks.

About as close as Uncle
Hugh ever got to a dalliance
with officialdom was what he
used to call his still alarm.

Back during the Depression,
every time he left his still, he'd
drop two silver dollars on the

trail. If the money was gone
when he came back, he'd know
the law had his still staked out.

And he'd head for the Red
Riviera.

He =aid it wasn't hard to
blend in up in Oklahoma. You
just trade your shoes for a
chew of tobacco.

“There is no problem so
great that it cannot be solved
with a two-hour head start,” he

used to say. “Back in ‘34 [
changed my name so many
times [ forgot who [ was. Spent
three weeks in Tulsa pretend-
ing to be myself.”

They say he didn't even
have his right name put on his
tombstone, and [ expect the
devil is still looking for him.

In Oklahoma.

Did Uncle Hugh really say
all that stuff?

Probably.

Sometimes memory gels
crossways with inspiration
when it comes to Uncle Hugh.

And he was an inspiration to
us all, at least all of us who be-
lieve that the only real sin is
claiming you ain't a sinner.

And we who don't believe
you can do the Lord's work
with two shiny new silver dol-

clitoriet
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lars in your pocket.
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— Editorial —
Ohio — Ground Zero

he spirit of freedom is essential to the
American character.

Some experience it with but a mere twinkle
in the eve, while others wear it like a chip on
their shoulders.

Yet there are those who choose to reject the
spirit of democracy for myopic greedier pas-
tures. They would discard the creation of
Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin as imma-
terial and no longer relevant in a world being
redefined by a neo-conservative mold in which
Americans act according to government policy,
speak according to government propaganda,
and think as the government dictates.

During the month of December, Ohio has
become ground zero, where rests the survival
of democracy as we know it, for this will be the
test of whether America will stand for an elec-
tion riddled with irregularities.

The test will determine if the true spirit of
honest elections will continue to exist in
America or if honesty, like respect and coop-
eration, has become a dinosaur.

Although the battleground in Ohio might be
described as one of abstraction, lacking the
smoke-filled sea of asbestos and lead that was
ever present at ground zero in New York, its
pungency is just as caustic because this battle
will determine whether democracy will gasp
its last or reign as an icon of truth.

Although some Ohioans might applaud Sec-
retary of State Kenneth Blackwell's fascist
sorcery to make impossible a manual recount
in time for the Electoral College elite to cast
their voles, citizens of the United States from
coast to coast condemn it.

Take heed. This 18 not merely an election

issue isolated to the state of Ohio.

Ohio is not an island.

That state’s decisive posture on the Electoral
College makes this a national referendum.

Those championing honest elections look
upon slimy efforts to disintegrate the ghost
of freedom as abhorrent. Many are joining
forces through rallies, marches, and protests
to educate America of the potential flight of
truth. At the same time, they are extending
their voices into Ohio as they descend upon
ground zero to attempt (o clean up the mess
created by election irregularities that are too
numerous to even remotely be considered
accidental.

Tue [conocrast applauds the initiatives of the
freedom-fighters who with substantial courage
are standing up for rights that would normally
be taken for granted. We encourage others to
pitch in and help, to be heard, to take back what
has been stolen, for this theft carries the stain
of treason.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson is one among thou-
sands seeking the truth. “We want to know how
deep this pattern goes,” Jackson said. “We have
been continuing to pursue the outcome of the
election with disturbing findings. ... We want a
full investigation of these irregularities,” he
said Sunday:

The time is now to draw a line in the sand —
to give not one inch, one millimeter, one vote
toward the cause of skewing this election. This
recount, no matter the outcome, conducted
properly, is a necessity for democracy (o pre-
vail. Without it, America can never trust an-
other election.,

— Wrilten By W Leon Smith and Don M, Fisher

To Purchase An Ad In
THE LONE STAR ICONOCLAST,
Call (254) 675-3336
or visit our website at
www.iconoclast-texas.com
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To The Editor:

Reality check

Now that the seize of Falluja
is over and we've found that
less than 5% of those killed and
captured were foreigners, can
we finally dispel this
administration’s ridiculous as-
sertion that we are “fighting
the terrorists in Irag instead of
in our own cities?” Perhaps
rnow this president will actually
listen to his generals who have
been saying all alc-ng that what
we aredealingwithinIragisa
homegrown insurgency, not a
bunch of imported Al Qaeda
fighters. As Americans, maybe
we all can finally come to
terms with the fact that ac-
tions have conseguences and
that our unilateral invasion of
a sovereign country created
the terrorists in Iraq.

Why is this so important?
Because you can't solve prob-
lems until you can at least
identify what the problems
are. We need to stabilize Iraq,
but sealing off the borders
won't do it. Neither will Iullm,%
Zargawi. And we are stil
threatened by a ruthless and

determined enemy around the
world. But American troops
battling Baathists in the
streets of Falluja isn't going to
hurt them. The sooner we ac-
knowledge these realities, the
sponer we can bring real secu-
rity to the American people.

J.H. —Kingsville, TX
Dear Don Fisher, Aszociate
Editor

| am one of those “oul of
area” readers who subseribed
to the Ieoneclast when you
published the editorial en-
dorsement of John Kerry. 1
wanted to add my little bit to
support what 1 considered to
be an example of outstanding
journalistic independence,

At first, I did not think I
would actually read your pub-
lication, but I have done so
regularly since | started re-
celving mailed copies, which
typically are about two weeks
after the fact.

Now [ am once again S0 very
impressed with the courage
and quality of your paper. The
editorial you wrote for the Now.
3 edition is truly wonderful.
Crawford, Texas should be

Majority of the Majority?

The United States has a new
ruler, more powerful than the
president.

His name is Dennis Hastert
(R-TlL), Speaker of the House
of Representatives, who has
proclaimed that he has insti-
tuted a new policy whereb
Congress will pass bills only if
a majority of the majority
party backs them.

This means that if any hills
are favored by less than a ma-
jority of the Republican party,
but, when combined with
Democratic party, votes will
pass, the bills are destined for
the junk heap.

One recent victim was the
long-debated intelligence bill
that probably would have
passed, combining both
Democratic and Republican
votes. But since the majority
of Republicans did not favor
the bill, Reichsmarshall
Hastert killed it. This particu-
lar bill was strongly supported
by Democrats and by Presi-
dent Bush, but less than a
majority of the Republican
representatives indicated sup-
port for it.

Rep. David E. Price (D-
N.C), a former political scien-
tist, and other Democrats who
have been barred from help-
ing draft major bills, argue
that bipartisanship has been
dealt a major blow.

"It's a set of rules and prac-
tices which RBepublicans have

The | %",.. i
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Encere 11

taken to new extremes,” Con-
gressman Price commented.

For Hastert, assuring that
only the “majority of the ma-
jority” rules, no matter what,
can be translated as job secu-
rity, as this puts him in per
haps a better light for
reappointment as Speaker in
the future,

For the country, this unprec-
edented policy means the de-
struction of debate, the
castration of compromise, and
the germination of gridlock,
especially on issues that de-
pend upon a wide range of
Congressional acceptance.,

Hastert is telling Democrats
that they might as well go
home. Their representation of
those who elected them no
longer applies in the new one-
party system seating in Con-

=5

Actually, if you dissect the
Republican Party by removing
traditional, thrifty Republican-
ism or the emerging neo-con-
servative cult, then only one
faction could be moving for-
ward any initiatives. That's
shutting it down to the lowest
uncommon denominator,

ever so proud to have men like
yvou and your publisher willing
to toil for what must be very
limited financial, and even
more meager social, rewards.
Instead, you have had to en-
dure scorn and ridicule for
vour trouble.

I would like to remind the
folks of Crawford that they are
lucky indeed to have a news-
paper at all, not to say one of
the caliber of the [coNocLasT, 1
hope they will read your edilo-
rial comments for this date
and realize what a treasure
they have in their midst.

I am a retired Professor of
History and know what I am
talking about when it comes to
the importance of an indepen-
dent press. [ used to tell my
students that without freedom
of speech, none of the other
“rights” we claim as American
citizens is worth a hill of beans.

I hope you and your paper
receive some kind of journal-
istic honor for the stand you
have taken. In the meantime,
[ am enjoying reading your
comments and the news of the
little town of Crawford. It is a
slice of Americana that seems
to be fast fading from exist-
cnee.

PS. — Orange, Ca.
Letter to the Editor:

Creation vs. Evolution

There is a congervative
movement to teach creation-
ism in our Public Schools.
However, the practice of the
conservatives of not providing
health care and cutting Hu-
man Service programs looks a
lot like evolution, i.e., “Survival
of the fittest...”

It's time the right wing prac-
tices what it preaches.

J.B. — Aurora, Colo,
To The Editor:

I am pleased to be a new
subseriber to your fine news-
paper. I suspect you are in
need of a few ‘friends’ at the
moment, judging from some of
the anti-IcoNoCLAST letters you
have printed in response to
your courageous stand in favor
of Kerry. Why the very nerve:
standing up for what you be-
lieve, and in the newspaper,
too. Whatever next? Free
speech for the masses?

Several of your so-called
subscribers have seen fit to
recommend that vou move to
France (which could be lovely,
but not necessary in my opin-
ion), or to Massachusetts (inow
that fellow really needs help.
Pitiful). I hope you stay right
where you are, and that you
continue to have the courage,
the temerity, to call it as you
see it. Larger newspapers
have forgotten the meaning of

Continued On Next Page

Jibba Jabba

Soon after we endorsed Sen.
Kerry for president and expe-
rienced the local fall out, 1 had
a high school flashback from
hearing about the behavior of
some high school kids from
Waco.

I'm told these guys came to
Crawford around Labor Day to
harass at least one clerk at a
souvenir shop for not sellin
Kerry stuffin the heart of Bus
Country.

This election-year incident
reminded me of my own high
school antics in the political
sphere,

For a laugh during the 1996
presidential election season,
me and my erew rounded up
every Bob Dole (R-Kansas)
campaign sign in our neighbor-
hoods one night and staked
them into the front yard of one
of my most liberal friends —
who eoincidentally speaks flu-
ent French, is homosexual, and
is a distant relative of a popu-
lar heavy metal guitarist.

Az you can probably tell, my
crew and [ weren't very smart
back then and not nearly as
courageous either as say
those under-voting-age stu-
dents at Boulder High School
in Boulder, Colorado, who two
days after the November elec-
tion staged an all-night sit-in
to protest the election resulls
and the threat of the draft.

Before [ apologized to my
gay, liberal friend and ex-
plained that it was my idea to
“Dole™ him, he thought that the
“Nazis” in his neighborhood
were coming after his family.
Visions of Anne Frank ran
through my head when he said
the signs really scared them.
That night, his dad hid them
in their garage for disposal
later.

Knowing what [ know now, I
see that what we did was bla-
tantly illegal and a breath away
from evil. For just being Ameri-
can citizens with a leftist out-

The Rubber
Cement
Index

By Nathan Diebanow

look, that innocent family was
seared to death over a thought-
less prank. We walked on Lc
their own personal property
and, in their eyes, stuck a burn.
ing cross on their lawn.

Boy, we were dumb,

In light of this fact, my
thoughts go out to our troops
overseas, specifically to those
kids who enlisted right out o
high school in order to receive
a decent education anc
healthcare, a better shot at life
and a chance to fight for wor
thy causes.

support those Kids, young
adults, and mature men anc
women in uniform who get intc
jams overseas because it's nof
their fault they weren't taughi
to speak Arabic and understancd
Iraqi and Afghan customs be-
fore they shipped out.

I don’t blame them because
most of us anglo-Texans, like
m:,rself focused more on learn

gejlbha abba than learning

nguages like Span:
|5h in public school.

Honestly. I can't even pick uf
girls in my native tongue...

{Plea to Ann Coulter: Baby
please return my phone calls
and emails, Even though [ sup
ported Clinton twice, I'm a good
guy. 1 swear. C'mon, baby, I'l
treat you right. At least remove
the restraining order — for ery-
ing out loud!)

Anyway, I can sort of relate tc
some of our troops overseas be
cause [ understand what it's
like to frighten a “foreign fam.
ily” without hardly knowing
them.,

And the weirdest part was
that I wasn't even armed.

Thank goodness my liberal
friend's dad wasn't either,

[+
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Free Press. Don't let that hap-
pen Lo you,

M.C. — Seatile, WA
To The Editor:

[ am a new subscriber. [ took
a subscription because | heard
yvour neighbors there in Texas
were removing ads and sub-
scriptions from your paper,
when your endorsed Senator
Kerry. I personally did not see
the endorsement editorial, [
sure wish I had. I would like to
comment on the Nov. 3. 2004
Editorial. Wow, you have my
respect and admiration.
Please send me the price of
taking a small ad in your pa-
per. Thanks for being there for
us.

M.C. — Bowie, Md.
To The Editor:

When faced with the Cuban
Missile crisis, President John
F. Kennedy made an historie
decision, which continues to
define his international legacy:
he forced the Kremlin to with-
draw its nuclear missiles from
Cuba. In 5o doing, Mr. Kennedy
protected the vital security in-
terests of the United States
and checked Moscow's brazen
attempt to expand its imperial
influence. The president’s de-
cision also forced Soviet dicta-
tor Nikita Khrushchev to deal
with Kennedy as a worthy
champion of liberty.

Will President George W.
Bush now stand up to Russia’s
blatant imperial overreach in
Ukraine? Will Mr. Bush protect
America’s interest in the
spread of democracy and free
markets?

While the President has
touted good relations with his
Russian counterpart, it is clear
that Vliadimir Putin financed
and actively campaigned on
behalf of an authoritarian can-
didate whose supporters stole
the election. Rampant voling
violations were confirmed by
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman Richard
Lugar, whom Mr. Bush sent as
his personal emissary to moni-
tor the Ukrainian election.
Now there are reports that
Russia is sending troops to
Ukraine to protect its ill-gotten
electoral conquest, a military
intervention that differs from
the Cuban Missile Crisis in
degree, but not kind.

The European Union and
NATO have condemned the
authoritarian power grab in
Ukraine. Individual European
leaders have also publicly
voiced their objections and
called for Mr. Putin to stop vio-
lating its neighbor's sover-
eignty.

The situation in Ukraine

provides George W. Bush with
an historic opportunity to de-
fend the gains freedom has
been making around the world
against those who hate what it
stands for - free media, free
markets, and free elections.
This means not only advanc-
ing the cause of liberty in Iraq,
but also making certain it does
not retreat in the former So-
viet Union. As an advocate of
Ukrainian liberty, the presi-
dent would also gain interna-
tional stature and could mend
fences with European leaders.

The Bush administration is
to be applauded for statements
thus far involving Senator
Lugar and Secretary of State
Colin Powell. However, Mr.
Bush must spend some of his
political capital with the Krem-
lin to make clear that the
United States is not advancing
liberty in Irag just to see it re-
treat in Ukraine. As American
soldiers lay down their lives for
freedom in the sands of Iraq,
Mr. Bush must understand
that Russia has historically
drawn other lines in the sand
for the United States. A gen-
eration ago, the line was in
Cuba. Today, it 15 in Ukraine.
If Mr. Bush fails to stand up to
the Kremlin over the travesty
in Ukraine, how can the peaple
of Irag believe his assurance
that their election will be free
and fair?

M.B. — Houston
To The Editor:

“Standard” Bearers?

Have you ever wanted to re-
ally run outside your house
and just secream? This new
turn of events in the Ukraine
18 enough to make me beg for
a strait jacket. Am [ the only
one that sees this?

According to an AP report
today (Opposition Calls for
strike in Ukraine, Associated
Press 11/24/04), “The election
was denounced as fraudulent
b;.r Western observers, who
cited ballot stuffing, voter in-
timidation and other irregu-
larities. Secretary of State
Colin Powell said Wednesday
that the United States cannot
accept the result, warning
‘there will be consequences’ in
the two countries’ relation-
ship.”

OK, here's a country, that's
not even in this hemisphere,
which just had an election.
OUR current administration is
very unhappy with the results.
They're responding to reports
of irregularities, deceit and
corruption.

[ don't know, doesn't this
election scenario sound
vaguely familiar?

As a matter of fact, doesn’t
it sound identical to what's go-
ing on right here?

Except for one minor
detail...the Bush team is de-
manding an investigation!!!

With countless reports of
fraud, ballot box stuffing, voter
intimidation right here in the
good old US of A, why aren’t
they screaming for the same
investigation here?

Because they won!!!

But that shouldn't matter!
What happened to ethics?
What happened to fairness?
What happened to DEMOC-
RACY? These people are the
same Republicans that, sup-
posedly, won the election
based on their MORAL VAL-
UES.

These are the same Repub-
licans that are controlling the
House “ethies” commiltee
that just overturned the ethics
rule banning house members
from holding leadership posi-
tions if convicted of a felony.

These are the same Repub-
licans that put this rule on the
books in the FIRST place (do 1
hear “flip-flop, flip-flop?™).

I feel like I'm taking crazy
pills! How DARE they hold
other nations accountable to a
standard and vet refuse to hold
ours to the same. Why doesn't
anyvbody else see this? Why
isn't the media screaming
about this? Why don't I see ev-
ery other citizen in this coun-
try standing outside their
houses sereaming like me?

R.8. — Lynbrook, NY
To The Editor:

Congratulations on you big
boost in subseriptions. And to
all those Texans that don't be-
lieve in freedom of speech and
freedom of the press, 1 say,
take that (snap). Who needs
people who don't support
healthy opposition? Diversity
is America's strength and
close-mindedness, like a
closed parachute, won't do you
any good in any way, except to
bring you down to ground
faster.

Keep up the great work, we
love to read your paper for its
bravery in the face of the illit-
erate of Crawford who think
something is wrong with exer-
cising your rights, and your job
to ferret out the truth and as
much of any story you go after.

Respectiully,
J.PB, a New Yorker,
 streivor of 911,
and a supporter of democracy
and TRUE moralily.
To The Editor:

Well, it's happening, the
economy is tanking. Not might
tank, not eventually tank. It's

Halliburton and
Widgits of Mediocre Distribution

There are WMDs and then
there are wmds.

The latter are widgits of
mediocre distribution, like ve-
hicles, computers, and elec-
tric generators —
government property that
was supposed to be managed
by Halliburton Co. for the
Coalition Provisional Author-
ity (CPA) in Iragq.

According to Inspector
General Stuart W. Bowen in a
report to  Congress,
Halliburton's KBR subsidiary
has apparently been lax in
managing government prop-
erty worth millions of dollars
that now cannot be accounted
for.

The Halliburton mystique
15 fast turning into the
Halliburton mystery, as the
shroud spreads.

The company is already fac-
ing a crimma{inwsli gation
into alleged fuel price goug-
ing, Then there is the FBI
probe into possible favoritism
{improperly awarding con-
tracts to Halliburton without
competitive bidding) from the
Bush Administration.

The tab on the missing
wmds amounts to more than
$18 million, according to the
inspector.

One has to ask, “What does
this tell us about the efficiency
of the company in Irag?"

In the grand scheme of
things, especially considering
the total cost of the effort in
Irag, this might be viewed as
chicken feed. But 18 million
bucks is 18 million bucks.
These are taxpayer dollars,
yours and mine.,

During the Age of Account-
ability, this, of course, cannot

stand. The Bush Administra-
tion ushered in this new age,
with accountability being the
calchword designed to elimi-
nate waste and inefficiency by
pointing the finger at anyone
or anything that falls below the
bar. And, with favoritism, there
158 more than one actor. A probe
cannot involve only the recipi-
ent.

But does accountability a
ply to outright greed, or is
greed an absolute that one is
congratulated upon attaining
because doing s0 means
reaching a higher level of per-
fection? If that's the case, then
companies that strip clean the
American dollar are reaching
their own perfection and
would, in a strange new world,
become candidates for prase,
perhaps even worship.

No. This type of greed is not
part of the normal American
value system; however, the
outeome and the application ol
sanctions, should any be appli-
cable, will tell if we are shifi-
ing to that strange new world.

The big WMDs were not
found. Let's hope, for the sake
of Halliburton's integrity, that
the little wmds mysteriously
find their way back home.

We'll close our eyes and
count to 10. Then turn around

and maybe they'll be there.

happening, this is the real deal,
forget about the nonsense
cﬂminﬁ out of Dubya's mouth.
We're heading south.

The holiday season is upon
us. You might as well spend
vour cash now because the
dollar is dropping like a stone
in international currency mar-
kets. It's dropped 30% since
2001 and is now at a record low.
Even without the dour pro-
nouncements of Alan
Geenspan and the Treasury
Secretary John Snow, the
greenback is likely to fall fur-
ther. The reason is simple,
we're living bevond our means,
and the Congress passing the
debt limit another $800 billion
does not forebode well. Ameri-
can consumers are deep in
debt, the nation is importing
more than we're exporting,
and the federal budget is out
of control.

Nearly all the increase in
public debt during the Bush
regime, %1 trillion has been fi-
nanced by foreigners, and now
they're bailing out of dollars,
Even the Chinese and Japa-

nese are smartening up.

American exporters are
cheering because a lower dol-
lar makes everything they sell
abroad cheaper, but it's bad for
the rest of us because every-
thing we buy from abroad, like
oil becomes much more ex-
pensive, and these higher
prices will ripple through the
economy, threatening inflation
and higher interest rates, and
ultimately reduce our living
standards.

It’s one of the oldest eco-
nomic laws, when you're living
too high on the hog, eventually
vou're going to fall off into the
pig slop.

Riding highest on the hog
right now is the federal gov-
ernment, with a budget deficit
of over $400 billion this year
alone. Cutting taxes while
waging a useless war and dol-
ing out corporate welfare leads
to red ink. In short, the admin-
istration is subjecting America
to huge economic risks,

What this country is inter-
ested in is abortion, gay mar-

Continued On Next Page
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riages, stem cell research,
passiveness about ecology and
the same about the economy,
and the belief that Bush has a
direct wire to God and we'll be
OK.

Well, the fundamentalists
and evangelists are about to
have their clocks cleaned.

In the meantime, enjoy the
holiday buying season, and
here's a buying tip. With the
dollar dropping, the nicest gift
vou can give is Gold, because
as the dollar goes south, the
price of gold is going up.

N. — Address nol provided

Dear Editor of the Lone Star
Iconoclast,

Your pre-election editorial
regarding Bush's 1" four years
was the most cogent and ar-
ticulate critique I have read.
That editorial and the furor
created compelled me to sub-
scribe.

Your paper is a proud re-
minder of my own connections
with Texas — Ph.D. from A&M
(1989), and a wife born in Lub-
bock and raised in Midland.

The follow-up editorial by
Don Fisher (11/3/04) was an-
other thoughtful and forceful
piece about the proper role of
media in society. Where can
citizens learn about the work-
ings of government and the
world if we cannot trust the
media? We don't have to agree,
but we should learn from what
is reported to us, It has be-
come depressingly clear that
multinational corporate
owned media has blurred the
boundaries between journal-
ism, commercial interests, and
propaganda,

Your paper is an example of
how independent media can
help us stay intelligently in-
formed,

B.P — Sealtle, WA
Don M. Fisher,

[ am H.R. (name omitted by
editors), 76, an attorney, father
of five, grandfather of nine, and
a subscriber to the IcoNocLast.
Tomorrow, my wife and I will
gather with our family for
Thanksgiving dinner. My el-
dest son, an investment
banker and supporter of Mr.
Bush, will say a prayer before
meals during which he will,
predictably, mention Bush. At
that point, nine grandchildren,
their grandmother, and their
parents, will turn towards me,
hoping that 1 will not state,
among other things, that Mr.
Bush speaks English as a sec-
ond language, or that when he
finishes a simple sentence he
smiles with a daunting sense
of achievement, or that in the

words of St. Francis of Assis,
Mr. Bush is a cowardly son of
a bitch,

Instead, | intend to speak to
my grandchildren about you. |
intend to tell them of the edi-
torial you published on No-
vember 3rd, entitled “Why [
Did What We Did.” I will tell
them the population of
Crawford and show them a
copy of that November 3rd edi-
torial. I will offer a copy of that
editorial to each of them and
suggest that each of them
carefully fold it and place it
among their personal keep-
sakes in memory of vou, a per-
son whom they don't know but
whom they will remember de-
cades later when they come
upon that folded editorial.

We do not see ourselves as
others see us, Mr. Fisher, a
truth that bears retelling to
yvou. You do not know, nor can
vou know, how yvou appear to
hundreds of thousands of
people in all walks of life who
learned of you, your editorial
favoring Mr. Kerry, and your
editorial “Why 1 Did What We
Did,” editorials that were writ-
ten, so to speak, just down the
road from Mr. Bush. Had vou
written those editorials in Chi-
cago or a little town in some
other state, no one would have
given them another thought.
But to have written them in
Crawfod, in a beautiful, clear
English prose that almost
tasted like cold spring water in
Julgv. those editorials, Mr.
Fisher, were like thunderclaps.
If Mark Twain were alive, he
would have gone down to your
paper, tapped on your window,
and asked if you would mind
his going inside for a chat with

VOuL
Happy Thanksgiving to you,
Mr. Fisher, and to vour family
and the staff at the paper.
H.R. — Scarsdale, New
York
To The Editor:

I sincerely hope that you do
go out of business. You do not
represent Texas or most of the
US. Eat dirt and die!

J.M. — Teras
To The Editor:

Just received my 11/3/04

copy by snailmail.

reat piece of prose by Mr.
Fisher. The guy's style...as a
writer and as a man.

B.F — Blue State Subscriber

To The Editor:

(zlad to hear that you've so
significantly increased your
subscriptions. Your new focus
will be an interesting en-
deavor. Thanks again for your
insightful election

coverage.. keep up the good

work.
K.J. — Boulder, CO
To The Editor:

Just a few words to tell you
that I am supporting vour
courage.

Yours sincerely,

L.G. — Luremburg
iGrand-Duchy of Luzem-
burg, Europe)

To The Editor:

Hi!

My name is Virginie and I'm
French.

I saw the Karl Zero emis-
si:lns and [ defend your jour-
nal.

(rood luck and courage!

Virginie — France

Aminals.

By David Sung
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For any kind of government information,
from student loans to Social Security benefits to
buying surplus government property,
go to www.FirstGov.gov. Need more help?

E-mail us or call 1 (800) FED INFO.
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