
© 2006, THE LONE STAR ICONOCLAST

Vol. 7, No. 33

AUGUST 16, 2006

75¢ Per Copy

CRAWFORD, TEXAS

2,598

Page 7

‘Support Our
Troops’ Rally

This Week

Crawford
To Become
A Mecca

For Peace
 — Cindy Sheehan,

Upon Return From Hospital

Page 8

New
‘Centrist

Party’
Created
Page 10

Page 3

Page 11

An
Inconvenient
Administration

Page 3

‘I
f they want to knock down the walls of the
Constitution, they do so at their own peril,
sir, because the Declaration is the bed-
rock of America. Trying to have tyranny
over the American citizens is like herding
cats, not herding cattle. It’s going to back-
fire.’

— Captain May
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Economic Factors
Create American
Jobs: Study

WASHINGTON — The Pew
Hispanic Center released a re-
port last week showing that eco-
nomic growth plays a more
powerful role in determining
the American job market than
the increases in immigration
that have occurred since 1990.

This study failed to answer
anti-illegal immigration advo-
cates claims that businesses
that employ immigrant workers
cause wages to decrease for
American workers, especially
those with less education.

Though it did find “no appar-
ent relationship between the
growth of foreign workers with
less education and the employ-
ment outcome of native workers
with the same low level of edu-
cation.”

The Center, a nonpartisan re-
search organization, said that it
is not an advocate for policy po-
sitions. However, immigration
policy reform is such a hot topic
in Congress that it is seen as an
issue in midterm congressional
elections this fall.

One-Third Believe 9/11 Was ‘Inside Job’: Poll

110,000 Signatures Filed For
Marijuana Ballot Bid: Colorado

Hawaii, Military Simulate Nuclear Explosion

U.N. Body Approves Resolution Over Israel/Lebanon Conflict

CRAWFORD — A recent poll
found that over a third of the
American population thinks
agents of the U.S. government
in some way aided the attacks
on New York City and Washing-
ton, D.C. on Sept. 11, 2001, in or-
der to prompt “the United
States to go to war in the Middle
East.”

The Scripps Howard/Ohio
University poll also found that a
record 54 percent of 1,010 adults
surveyed are “more angry” at
the federal government than
previously. Seventy percent of 9/
11 conspiracy theorists say they
are more enraged with the fed-
eral government than before
now.

“A lot of people I’ve encoun-

tered believe the U.S. govern-
ment was involved (in 9/11),”
said  L ee Hamil ton,  the
former vice chairman of the
National Commission on Ter-
ror ist  Attacks  Upon the
United States. “Many say the
gover nment  p lanned the

whole thing. Of course, we
don’t think the evidence leads
that way at all.”

Hamilton and his congres-
sional appointed investiga-
tion (dubbed “the Sept.  11
commission”) squared blame
on the attacks on federal of-

ficials who ignored the warn-
ing signs.

Still, 16 percent of the adults
surveyed believe the World
Trade Center towers fell due to
planted explosives. Twelve per-
cent, though, think that a mili-
tary cruise mission hit the

Pentagon in 2001.
During the time after the

federal building in Oklahoma
City was bombed in 1995, the
Center found that 47 percent
of Americans felt “more an-
gry at the federal  govern-
ment” than previously.

HONOLULU — The state of
Hawaii held a nuclear device
simulation at Honolulu Harbor
early this week, Aug. 14-16.
This fake blast called “Exer-
cise ‘A Kele” involved hun-
dreds of state and military
planners in testing an evacua-
tion plan after a possible ex-
plosion that kills 10,000 people.

This test, first of 15 planned
scenarios by the Department
of Homeland Security, hap-
pened over a month after
North Korea reportedly tested

its long-range Taepodong-2 mis-
sile. Hawaii was the missile’s
target, though it detonated 42
seconds after launch. State of-
ficials said that its test had been
planned over a year ago.

The Honolulu test simulated
a half-kiloton explosion. The
bomb that fell on Hiroshima in
1945 was only 15-kilotons —
Nagasaki’s bomb was 22-kilo-
tons.

As a part of the test, emer-
gency responders trained to
work around the electromag-

netic pulse that accompanies
nuclear blasts. The pulse in this
mid-August scenario could
down 30 percent of the commu-
nications in governmental build-
ings in the state Capitol and City
Hall. Shutting down local busi-
nesses was not planned.

A plan dealing with evacua-
tions related to radiological fall-
out in Hawaii had been created
during the Cold War. However,
enemies, threats, and tactics
change over time such that an
improvised nuclear device could

be carried secretly inside a
400-foot cargo container, as
John Pike, director of military
think tank GlobalSecurity.org
told the Honolulu Advertiser
last month.

“You can put those cargo
containers on tramp steamers
that you can buy on websites
for $1 million apiece, and there
are 100,000 ships like that,”
Pike told the Advertiser. “The
United States does not have
positive identification of all
those ships.”

UNITED NATIONS — The
United Nations Security Coun-
cil unanimously passed a reso-
lution over the four-week
conflict between Lebanon and
Israel. The resolution fails to
order the return of Israeli sol-
diers whose kidnaping sparked
Israeli’s argument for fighting,
nor does it call for release of
Hezbollah prisoners in Israel.

The resolution, however, in-
creases the U.N. peacekeeping
force to 15,000 troops to aid the
Lebanese force of 15,000
planned to patrol along south
Lebanon. The U.N. force will
more than likely be made up of
French, Australian, Italian, and
Turkish participants. The
United States said it would only
assist with logistics.

The demilitarized zone where
the new force will be located

extends 15 miles north of the
Israeli/Lebanese border to the
Litani River. The measure calls
for Hezbollah to immediate stop
“all attacks” while Israel halts
“all offensive military opera-
tions” with the assumption that
if attacked Israel will respond in
a defensive fashion. No large-
scale operations are expected
to take place after the plan
takes effect, though Israel con-
tinued its attacks inside Leba-
non last weekend.

An unnamed senior White
House official told the New York
Times that once the Bush ad-
ministration knew that Israel
could not defeat Hezbollah mili-
tarily, the Americans made
moves to back a ceasefire.

Secretary General Kofi
Annan said Friday that he
would help the Lebanese and

Israeli governments pick a date
in which their fighting would
completely stop. He also ex-
pressed his disappointment that
the Council had taken so long to

step in. “I am convinced that my
disappointment and sense of
frustration are shared by hun-
dreds of millions of people
around the world,” he said.

DENVER — More than 110,000
signatures were turned in to the
Colorado secretary of state’s of-
fice last week for a ballot initiative
that would decriminalize the pos-
session of up to an ounce of mari-
juana there. About 68,000 valid
signatures are required to make
the November ballot.

Colorado might join Nevada as
the only state in which voters
could remove criminal penalties
on adults for holding personal
amounts of marijuana. Only

Alaska has made such changes to
its laws — allowing up to one ounce
of marijuana to be possessed by
adults legally in their homes.

This effort in Colorado is or-
ganized by SAFER Colorado,
who is attempting to recreate its
success last year in Denver,
where a city ordinance was
passed decriminalizing posses-
sion of up to an ounce of mari-
juana. Despite that vote, police
and prosecutors continue to ar-
rest residents under state law.
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Captain Eric May and Kay Lucas chat during an interview with The Iconoclast.
— Iconoclast Photo By W. Leon Smith

BY W. LEON SMITH
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

CRAWFORD — What began
as a unique way to acknowledge
and honor the fallen soldiers in
the Battle of Baghdad has
evolved into an independent
military movement aimed at
fighting governmental propa-
ganda — a/k/a info-war.  Com-
manded by Captain Eric H. May,
Ghost Troop consists of current
and past high-level military pro-
fessionals who claim expertise
at reading governmental strat-
egies and predicting what will
happen next.

Cracking embedded codes
plays a significant role, says
Captain May, as does utilizing a
highly sophisticated network of
intelligence operatives and ana-
lyzing events that perhaps have
a hidden agenda.

Last week, politics were
heavy in Crawford — President
Bush was at his Prairie Chapel
ranch concerned with what
many have suggested are the
first phases of World War III —
perhaps even the Apocalypse —
with battles raging between
Lebanon and Israel, while,
nearer to Crawford, new Continued On Next Page

McLennan County property
owner Cindy Sheehan was, with
the construction of Camp Casey
III, beginning a sequel to last
August’s 26-day vigil that ended
with an unsuccessful quest to
talk with Bush and learn first-
hand “what noble cause” her
son, Casey, died for in Iraq in
2004.

During a blistering 104-de-
gree afternoon, The Crawford
Peace House was like Grand
Central Station, with peace pro-
ponents coming and going, plan-
ning events for the week, and
working out the details, as loads
of coal made their way down the
nearby railroad tracks.

ICONOCLAST publisher W. Leon
Smith spent about two hours on
the lawn of The Peace House,
learning about Ghost Troop’s
uncanny success in its predic-
tions, the history of the troop,
and how it operates. He inter-
viewed Captain May and Kay
Lucas, who is in charge of the
day-to-day operations of The
Peace House.

Lucas, a charter member of
The Peace House, pointed out,
prior to the interview session,
that she was speaking as an in-

dividual and not necessarily on
behalf of The Peace House. She
said, “I’m 63, I’m a grand-
mother. The reason I got in-
volved in this is because I’m
concerned about my grand-
daughters. I live near Moody,
out in the country.  I’ve lived
here 5½ years. I moved here
from Nevada in 2000. My hus-
band wanted to come back to
Texas.”

She says she is originally
from the Texas Gulf Coast, hav-
ing grown up “down there in the
petro-chemical swamp.”

She has a varied background,
from horticulture to journalism
to graphic design.

“I’ve been a mule tender and
all kinds of things,” she added.

Captain May is a military man
from top to bottom, and a most
irregular addition to the Peace
House, although his Crawford
credentials go back to 2003,
when he and Kay Lucas met.

A martial artist as well as an
intellectual, Captain May whiles
away spare moments in the
shade of a garden by effortlessly
spinning a fighting staff like an
airplane propeller.  He is a
former Texas state champion
with the weapon. His hands are
calloused from knuckle push-
ups and brick-breaking exer-
cises.

Born in Houston, he was a
high-school leader at Smiley
High School before he began his
Army service under President
Carter.  All-American with atti-
tude, he served as school presi-
dent, editor of the school paper,
and chairman of the Honors
Society.

“The Army was my Harvard
and my Yale,” he says, “and
there’s little I’ve done since my
first enlistment that hasn’t
come from what I learned
there.”

The interview:
----------

ICONOCLAST: How was
Ghost Troop organized and
what is your background relat-
ing to the info-war theater of
battle?

CAPT. MAY: April 4th, 2003,
Friday night. I’d just finished
teaching a Tai-Kwon-Do class.
I’m a black belt. I teach.

When I came back, it was
early Saturday morning, April
5th in Baghdad, and I was
watching the CNN war. We had
just surrounded Baghdad.

The Battle of Baghdad
started that night when the 3/7
Cavalry was engaged by Iraqi
forces at the Baghdad airport. I
immediately knew they had cov-
ered up. There are 20 different
indicators I put on the introduc-
tion of my website of why I knew
it was being covered up, all of
which I picked up as you would
in your own area expertise if you
knew something was being cov-
ered up. The biggest clue was
Jessica Lynch. The media cov-
ered up the biggest U.S. battle
in decades by contriving a hu-
man interest story. The Jessica
Lynch story lasted until the
Army had taken Baghdad and
they were ready to pull down the
statue of Saddam. It was a total
propaganda job.

For the next two weeks I
started taking up collections for
these boys who had died taking

Baghdad for Bush. Everybody
acknowledged that we had
taken Baghdad. Everybody
knew that Baghdad had fallen.
So I went out to the students at
the University of Houston Hon-
ors College, where I had gone
to college, and took up a collec-
tion for those taking Baghdad.

I discovered in 40 hours of
taking up collections that they
had given me $20 — these were
those pampered kids in Hous-
ton. And to them, there was no
Battle of Baghdad at all – since
it wasn’t reported – let alone a
tragedy of the 3/7 Cavalry. The
media washed any thought of
an Iraqi attack at the Baghdad
airport away by saying that it
was all a pack of lies told by
“Baghdad Bob,” then shifted us
to Jessica Lynch. No U.S.
deaths were acknowledged, and
I realize that that had been the
propaganda objective. We
weren’t functioning like a re-
public any more.

So I took a thousand mile bike
ride to Ft. Stewart to confirm
the battle. When I got there, af-
ter three weeks of riding, Ft.
Stewart officials told me that
there was a cover up, and then
I knew that the Constitution
was in the tank. This was a big
war, they explained to me. They
were going to control what we
see, feel, and do, in that order,
and if anybody got out of line
they’d get whacked. That’s
what they told me very early on.
So I came home to think it over.
When July of 2003 came around,
national leaders looked like
they were starting to get tired
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of this war. Bush had us in an-
other Vietnam. Everybody who
was informed could see that by
the summer of 2003.  That’s
when they started getting des-
perate, doing the heavy-handed
tactics in Iraq, because they
were losing control.

I didn’t have a clue about 911
then, just that propaganda was
reigning and vital information
affecting the conduct of the war
was not reaching the public, and
that is illegal according to what
I had been taught as a public
affairs officer. I decided I had to
act, and had to have some way
of explaining that I was doing
this out of a military sense of
duty.

I figured that since my back-
ground was as a captain, I’d be
a unit commander and would
take up the 3/7 Cavalry since
they had been wiped out and
covered up. There were six
troops – military units – in the
3/7 Cavalry: Alpha, Bravo,
Charlie, Delta, Echo, and
Foxtrot. I decided to form a sev-
enth troop, made up of all the
ghosts who died in the 3/7th
Cavalry at Baghdad Airport,
who weren’t receiving Christian
honor or recognition who died
doing their duty for their coun-
try.

So that became Ghost Troop,
3/7 Cavalry. After a while it be-
came apparent that we would
operate via the Internet to wage
informational warfare for our
country, so we later became
Ghost Troop 3/7 Cyber-Cavalry.

ICONOCLAST: What about
the “info” part of that? Do you
have experience in the military?

CAPT. MAY: I went into the
military in 1977 as a boy soldier,
and became a boy scholar by
learning a lot about politics and
history in the Army.  This was
right down the road from
Crawford at Ft. Hood, where I
was with the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion for three years – which is
where I got this 1st Cavalry belt
buckle that I’ve worn since
forming Ghost Troop to honor
the covered up dead of the 3/7
Cavalry. I was chemical corps in
that first of my military tours, so
I have nuclear-bio chemical
warfare expertise.  I entered the
University of Houston in 1980,
where I received a first-rate
classics education studying
Latin and Greek classics. I was
commissioned in 1983 and after
graduation in 1985, I began a
career in military intelligence,
with a special background in
Russian. After that, I worked
five years with opposing forces
scenarios doing high level war-

From Previous Page

games, exercises like you’re
hearing about all over the coun-
try nowadays.

After my active duty military
intelligence years, I started pro-
grams in Latin, Russian and
Greek at a Houston Catholic
school, Mount Carmel High, and
received some public recogni-
tion.  I was teacher of the year
in 1991. Editors began to ask for
and publish my education es-
says. This opened new doors for
me, and I started publishing
regular op-eds for the HOUSTON

POST and HOUSTON CHRONICLE.
My reserve unit sent me to pub-
lic affairs school, and I became
the division’s public affairs of-
ficer. After my Army and teach-
ing days ended in the 1990s, I
became an NBC editorial writer
for a couple of years for
Houston’s KPRC, as well as a
ghost writer for some of the top
political and industry leaders.  I
did a bit of writing for Ken Lay,
and then there’s George W.
Bush, since I interviewed with
Karen Hughes, his media direc-
tor, to become his speech writer
back in 1996, when he was gov-
ernor of Texas.

So info-war for me was sim-
ply a matter of understanding
that all the powers of informa-
tion and propaganda that I
learned in years of information
and intelligence specialties had
been pulled into one coherent

force for evil, to deceive the
American people. The dark side
had taken over.

Whereas I was a WMD ex-
pert, I discovered that WMD
was a contrivance to justify war.

Whereas I was an intelligence
expert, I discovered that bad in-
telligence had been adopted as
if it were good intelligence just
because it was a good mask for
a bad war plan.

And whereas I was a public
affairs expert, I discovered that
public affairs had become psy-
chological operations, not seek-
ing to inform but to mislead the
public.

So we weren’t involved in the
doctrinal purpose of public af-
fairs, which is giving correct in-
formation to the sovereign
American people. We were in-
volved in psychological opera-
tions intended to distort reality
to break the will of an enemy
population – which just hap-
pened to be the American
people! So every level of my
background allowed me to see
just how deeply engaged that
the Bush Administration had
become in distorting the war
and manipulating the people.

ICONOCLAST: What do you
see as the importance of Ghost
Troop?

CAPT. MAY: At our core, we
have stood for the dignity of
dead men’s souls, and main- Continued On Next Page

Captain Eric May

tained the honor of a dishonored
Army. We stood for the honor of
our nation when the nation was
shitting on its own graves by
denying its war dead. That’s re-
ally where it starts. Kay (Lucas)
remembers seeing me here, at
the Peace House, for the first
time. I came to Crawford when
Bush was in town back in August
of 2003, and sat there at the
burger joint with a protest sign
about Baghdad, one man in my
dress blues. I just wanted to see
if they would kill me for trying
to blow the whistle on the Battle
of Baghdad cover up, because I
was so mad at them. I figured it
was dangerous, since Bush was
in Crawford for his summer
break then, as he is now, and the
Bush administration has a repu-
tation for being Mafioso.  But I
was so angry that I didn’t care. I
didn’t get bushwhacked – all I
got was a criminal trespass ci-
tation and a threat of jail.  Kay
and some of the other Peace
House folks were afraid that my
luck might not hold, so she made
me leave town after a couple of
days.

The only thing that kept me
going, for the whole first year of
the info-war, was outrage — out-
rage at what they had done to
cover up the people who died at
Baghdad and then to shut up
their families, their widows and
orphans back in the United
States.

So the first mission of Ghost
Troop was simply to defend the
honor of the military and the
honor of the country which had
betrayed its pact of honor to the
military.

The second mission is even
bigger: exposing the 911 cabal,
which a lot of people do as well
as we do, probably better than
we do.  There’s an energized 911
Truth community that is getting
the word out that we were set up
by a treasonous war plan that
culminated in the attacks of five
years ago.

Our third mission is our most
important – and is our specialty
– 911-2B. Simply put, 911-2B is
our mission code for predicting
where the next 911 is going “to
be” (therefore, 911-2B).  After
all, the corporate media tells us
constantly that another 911 is
going “to be,” it’s not a matter
of if it’s going “to be,” but when
it’s going “to be!”

If you want to know where
Ghost Troop has become impor-
tant, it’s because Ghost Troop
learned how to fight info-war
with BOBCUP – the Battle of
Baghdad Cover-up – and all our
experience paid off with 911-2B.
My claim is simple, and Kay can
tell you if it’s true or not. Sir, if
Ghost Troop had not been work-
ing Mission 911-2B, World War
III would have started by now.

LUCAS: I think you are prob-
ably right, although I think
World War III has started or they

are trying to start it. When he
first came here, I could see that
he was totally outraged, brim-
ming over with anger and rage.
I was just in awe of his intelli-
gence and like I told him then,
we are a mission of peace and
it’s totally opposite of anything
military. Military minds, to me,
have been programmed to kill.
That’s their sole purpose, to kill.
And so that is not what we’re
about. But I could see the poten-
tial that he was so outraged at
his government that there was
a possibility, at some point, that,
hopefully, that peace was the
only security. You cannot stop
violence with violence, it just
does not work. We’ve had too
many wiser men and teachers,
women too, than me to tell about
it, and it’s just obvious to me.

CAPT. MAY: That’s a peren-
nial debate in Ghost Troop.

LUCAS: And that’s been our
perennial debate.

CAPT. MAY: I’m info-war and
she is peace. But she is a Ghost
Troop sergeant, and has been
since I brought Ghost Troop to
Crawford three years ago.

LUCAS: I understand about
information, and I understand
about manipulating and control-
ling it.

CAPT. MAY: You know this, if
we hadn’t run the Ghost Troop
mission, they would have
popped 911-2B for sure.

LUCAS: But the thing is, is
that what you are doing is sav-
ing lives, not taking lives, but
using the tactics of the military,
especially the information part
of the military. To me it’s a won-
derful use of taking that pro-
gram and using it in a peaceful
way.

CAPT. MAY: So 911-2B is un-
doubtedly our most important
mission. Ghost Troop is the only
coherent force in America di-
rectly putting itself between the
Bush league and the 911-2B
event. We’re defending the pub-
lic just as surely as — do you
remember Leonidas and the
Spartans at the pass of
Thermopylae?  Do you know
what Ghost Troop’s job is? To be
the Spartans. There are 300
Ghost Troops just like there
were 300 Spartans, and our job
is simply to plug up that place,
Thermopylae — that place that
is so narrow that they have to
get through there.  911-2B is our
modern-day Thermopylae They
have to come through us to get
America. It’s that simple. They
have to come through us. We
work to prevent them, and God
knows, with the number of
people who are connected to
Ghost Troop or are trying to get
into Ghost Troop, we must be
onto something.

ICONOCLAST: How do the
activities and itineraries of
Ghost Troop differ from those of
other groups, such as Cindy
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Sheehan’s and those of the

Crawford Peace House? Are
yours and theirs simply differ-
ent pieces of a larger puzzle or
are they part of the same
pieces?

CAPT. MAY: I would say that
they are a larger category, more
acceptable to the public.

The largest circle, of the con-
centric puzzle, is going to be the
peace movement, like Cindy
Sheehan who travels around
and enhances the broad popu-
lar sentiment that has already
developed against the war.  A
smaller circle is the anti-war
movement, which becomes a
more focused attack on the war.
I think Cindy is still part of that.
I think the Crawford Peace
House is really peace/anti-war.
Ever since I came to Camp
Casey back when Cindy
Sheehan left it for a while back
in August, 2005, I’ve had a secret
guilt about the place.  Casey
Sheehan was killed on April 4,
2004, a year after I picked up the
Battle of Baghdad cover up. I
imagine he and his comrades
didn’t have a clue that the Iraqi
Resistance might be more in-
tense on the anniversary of that
battle, because the Army was
covering up reality even from
the field commanders.  If his
commanders had been told that
there was an anniversary date
coming up, they would have
been looking out better, and
Casey might still be alive.  Had
Ghost Troop been able to do its
mission of exposing that cover
up better, he might have lived.
It’s the kind of thinking that
troubles anyone who has made
decisions that affect lives, me
included.

Within the peace circle and
the antiwar circle there’s a
smaller circle still, and that’s
those who are waging info-war.
Bush administration support-
ers call us a fifth column, al-
though they prefer to avoid
talking about us altogether.
Infowarriors are rare, but you’ll
find a few of us out here, in
places like Crawford and Camp
Casey. We’re people who are
absolutely hip to 911 and we
start with that. We are aware
that there’s a war to get the
truth out, and that the job of the
Bush media is to suppress that
truth, not help it along. Ghost
Troop is the spearhead unit of
the infowar, just like the 3/7 Cav-
alry was the spearhead unit for
the attack on Iraq.  Ours is a
professionals’ war, an informa-
tion aficionado’s war. We work
with each other through the
Internet. We’re like long-range

reconnaissance patrols, each of
us with a computer instead of a
radio.

You know, when I named
Ghost Troop “cyber-cavalry”
that designation shaped our
infowar tactics in the same way
that the designation of “air cav-
alry” shaped the way that cav-
alry fought in Vietnam. Any
cavalry unit’s job is two things:
scouting and raids. Ghost Troop
is constantly scouting by staying
connected to this network of lis-
tening outposts called comput-
ers, manned by our people or
our info-war allies, providing us
with key information. They
serve the same purpose in this
pending world war that ham ra-
dio operators served in the last
world war, or that telegraph op-
erators served in the world war
before that. When we’re in our
scouting mode, we stay in touch
with each other, exchange intel-
ligence and analyze phenom-
ena. Once we’ve detected
something dangerous to the
American people, we go into our
raiding mode – which in our
case means we initiate a public
relations blitz with e-mails, ar-
ticles and interviews to alert the
American people to dangers.

In our scouting capacity, we’re
a military intelligence unit; in
our raiding capacity, we’re a
public affairs unit. Those are my
two Army officer specialties,
and I’ve made them our two unit
specialties – another case of fall-
ing back on my military training.
We very much use military con-
cepts. Ghost Troop is an orga-
nized info-war force. It’s a
citizens’ militia comprised of
dedicated activists, and led by
professional leaders. We’ve got
officers all the way across Ghost
Troop, an Air Force captain from
the Korean conflict, a Marine
Corps captain who was a 911
witness, a sergeant major who
flew air cavalry missions in Viet-
nam, to name just a few. We have
many members who took an
oath to defend America against
domestic enemies who are liv-
ing up to their oath by serving
with us, including active duty
military and police.  We even
have religious ministers. We’re
an unusual anti-war group!

LUCAS: The Crawford Peace
House is mainly about learning
how to discover that peace is
possible, since we’ve all been
programmed to believe that war
is inevitable, and that it’s always
been and always will be. We
don’t really believe that. I don’t
personally believe that myself.
I believe that once mankind’s
consciousness opens up enough

Kay Lucas

to believe that peace is possible,
that people will want it so badly
that nothing will stop it. And
there will come a time when
enough people who want that,
that it will just happen. It can’t
be stopped. It’s an energy thing.
When it gets out there enough
that enough people believe that
this is possible and they want it
so badly, then it will happen. Our
leaders will not be able to have
war unless they want to have
their own wars between the
leaders. If they want to fight, let
them fight with each other.

ICONOCLAST: With Ghost
Troop informants throughout
the world, how is information
distilled as credible?

CAPT. MAY: We have three
years of experience that has
been proved correct, so our
work pretty much stands for it-
self nowadays. We have a repu-
tation in our community for
integrity.  We’re never working
an angle; we’re never pushing
an agenda. We’re after the truth,
pure and simple. It’s our job to
give timely intelligence to our
commanders – the American
people. Everybody working in
the current information system
to deceive the American people
hates us – and there is no
greater mark of integrity than
to be detested by them. There’s
no one who works with us,
there’s no one who likes us.
Well, almost no one. For the
most part we have no official
government or media connec-
tions, and that gives us balance
and integrity. We can occasion-
ally be wrong, but we can never
be crooked. If something is
wrong, it doesn’t stay wrong for
long. We constantly refine and
perfect our process. We’ve been
doing info-war a long time. Es-
sentially, I started my info-war
the day the troops got to
Baghdad. But at this point, like
every soldier in every war in his-

tory, I’ve gotten better and bet-
ter with every day of operations,
and so has Ghost Troop.

Ghost Troop couldn’t have
done what it does now, at first.
But now, we’ve gotten to the
point that we are sure of our in-
telligence product because of
our collection of top experts in
Ghost Troop. It comes down to
the integrity of the individuals
who make up the inner cell of
Ghost Troop, and there are oth-
ers who are willing to jump into
the front line if need be. We have
several Ghost Troop members
who are experts in their fields.
Right now there are 200 people
in the actual operational unit
and about 150 in our various in-
quests.

Ghost Troup is really an ana-
lytic group.  As a trained intelli-
gence officer I serve as the chief
analyst.  As a trained public af-
fairs officer I serve as the unit
spokesman. What I put out is
the distilled intelligence product
of many Ghost Troops. They
send me the reports and some-
times I do a little back-and-forth
with them. They keep me
informed,and I polish my ideas
and Ghost Troop analysis with
top experts in the field, some-
times across many countries
and several continents.

Ghost Troop takes no money.
I make no money, and, basically
have lost all I had fighting the
info-war. With something like
Ghost Troop, once you start tak-
ing money, you no longer have
intellectual integrity.

ICONOCLAST: Your pub-
lished reports have indicated
that behind-the-scenes strate-
gies by various agencies of gov-
ernments often utilize a code,
such as with dates, that is based
on numerics and that Ghost
Troop has been able to dissect
and identify many of these
codes, which provides an ability
to predict possibilities and prob-
abilities of future problems
based to a degree on informa-
tion that some members of the
mainstream media are putting
out, either in written or broad-
cast format. Do you feel that
there is a marriage of these el-
ements?

CAPT. MAY: I am a conspiracy
theorist, period, since my theory
is that there has been a con-
spiracy to lead us to what I call
a quicksand war in the Middle
East. Virtually anything I read
from anywhere nowadays says
that there has been a con-
spiracy to lead us to, and keep
us in, a disastrous war. To say
that there has not been a con-
spiracy is to be a Bush apologist
and nothing more. Clearly, there
has been a conspiracy.

What we analyze is the “em-
bedded code.” That’s our word
for it, and its use is one of the
key features of the war con-
spiracy that did 911 and put us
in the quicksand of Iraq. The

Bush administration is made up
secret society members – Illu-
minati, mostly – who use a se-
cret code such as those used by
all secret societies. Sometimes
its mere verbal trickery.  For
instance, the pending world war
that they cleverly said was a
“global war” is a perfect ex-
ample of a subtle code.  When
they said “global war” they
meant “world war,” and they all
knew to decode the obscure
phrase in their minds – but the
American people didn’t.  Had
they told us that their global
war was a code-name for a
world war, we would have im-
mediately impeached them! In
reality, this is a millennial war
by secret societies. They do use
a code and it does tie their con-
spiracy together. They signal by
the public means, which is
called media. But media is re-
ally, in the Ghost Troop model,
merely a part of the propaganda
apparatus. When it named itself
“embedded” before the Iraq
war, it was really sending a
coded acknowledgement that it
would be embedded with code.
The phrase “embedded media”
simply means “coded media” to
insiders.  It’s the same in the
pending world war as it was in
the last world war, with broad-
cast and print carrying hidden
messages and the public not
knowing it.

ICONOCLAST: Is there more
than one type of code?

CAPT. MAY: Yeah. The one
we like to follow is numeric, but
there is certainly an idio -
graphic, or ideas code. Inciden-
tally, this area in the military
intelligence code is called
cryptanalysis, from the words
crypto in Greek, meaning se-
cret, and analysis, meaning
examination. The key thing for
us is that we very seldom start
with a code when we are pre-
dicting future events. We usu-
ally start with geopolitics and
current events. The code is a
thing that, if it falls into place,
greatly enhances the scenario,
There are often numeric confir-
mations of our predictions, and
that strengthens them.

ICONOCLAST: Are these se-
cret groups sitting there saying,
“Okay, we have to match this
event to a code to be able to go
through with it?”

CAPT. MAY: There are natu-
ral cycles with the code. For in-
stance, the Illuminati are freaks
for master numbers, 11, 22, and
33. There’s a cycle that leads up
to certain pivotal dates, like the
most recent for us was 8-8,
which was a really 8-8-8 since
the year numbers of 2006 add up
to a hidden 8. People say “it
couldn’t be true,” but they’re
not remembering that coding
has already been proven true.
Last year it was the 7-7 London
bombings, which were really 7-



6 — Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2006 — THE LONE STAR ICONOCLAST — Online: www.lonestaricon.com

From Previous Page
7-7, since the year numbers

add up to 7. It’s obvious that
someone – whether you think
it’s the government as we do or
al Qaeda as the government
wants you to – is using number/
date codes. The coded event
that opened my eyes was the
Madrid bombing of 3/11/2004.
Lots of military intelligence
folks picked up on the “coinci-
dences” of Madrid.  The first
was that 9/11 and 3/11 are “har-
monics” of the same numbers,
with the 11’s matching and the
9 and 3 being the square and
square root of each other.  The
second was that there were ex-
actly 911 days between the two
events!  The odds against that
kind of “coincidence” are astro-
nomical, and most of the other
“terror” events carry the same
coding.  In addition to the 9/11
and 3/11 attacks, we had a 7/7
London attack in 2005 and a 7/
11 Mumbai attack a year later.
The two events could be nu-
merically represented as “77”
and 7 x 11 (which equals 77).
We’ve even had a 9/11 back-
wards with the 11/9 bombing of
Amman, Jordan in 2005.  The
embedded code runs through
all these events, and the media
occasionally mentions that
there seems to be some kind of
“al Qaeda code,” although they
never investigate that code, as
it would lead back to the Bush
administration.

Their use of these codes al-
lows them to time what they are
going to do, and coordinate the
people who are going to do it.
They are not random codes.
There are only so many permu-
tations that are going to carry
the kind of numeric signal they
want. And to them, I very much
think they consider those sa-
cred days, holy days, good luck
days, whatever kind of day.

LUCAS: Power days.
CAPT. MAY: Yes. Power days.

It means that everybody who’s
in on it, from the accountant at
the bank, to the cop on the beat,
all the way to the people calling
the shots out at the Pentagon in
D.C., all of them share in com-
mon that they are days of impor-
tance for great projects that are
central to the New World Order.
And then they use psychologi-
cal manipulation to make it hap-
pen.

LUCAS: There was a famous
philosopher who said that this
is the very first thing that would
start happening, and that
people’s minds would be ma-
nipulated and we would not
even know it, not even be aware
of it. That’s what Madison Av-

enue is about. To sell products,
it’s to manipulate the mind. It
stands to reason, so why in the
world wouldn’t someone use it?
It’s the corporate structure.

CAPT. MAY: We call it break-
ing the embedded code. The
Madrid bombings, when it
turned out there are  911 days
between 9/11 and 3/11. That’s
when we started to break the
code. That’s when we did the
first Texas City mission, with the
premise that the administration
would turn to the Houston
Metro area, which they control

utterly, for the 911-2B attack.
Kay, you remember when we
broke the code, and we said
there would be a Houston petro-
chemical attack on 3/31/2004. It
turned out to be Texas City, 3/
30/2004, and British Petroleum
exploded, driving gasoline
prices to the highest levels in
history. At that point we didn’t
know we had broken an elabo-
rate code. We figured we had
just run a single mission where
the numbers added up. We
didn’t realize there was an on-
going code. At this point 2½

years further along the road?
Shucks, I don’t even have to
prove there’s a code anymore,
do I — 7/11, 3/11, 9/11, 7/7.  The
code is an unmistakable feature.

Every facet of mind control
that can be exerted through the
mass media is exerted by the
mass media. The code is what
simply came to me first, since I
had Latin, and Greek, Russian,
Spanish, a bit of Korean, and
grew up talking Ebonics in a
black high school — I have a real
high language IQ — in fact, I
used to have the highest lan-
guage IQ in the Army, or did
when I took the IQ test, scoring
156 out of 160, the equivalent of
a 1560 SAT test. To me, the code
is just language. I taught four or
five different grammars, I know
four or five different vocabular-
ies, I know idioms — code is a
number language.

ICONOCLAST: By exposing
elements such as possible ter-
ror dates and pointing out activi-
ties in the works based on your
own Intel, do you think shining
a light helps to scramble or de-
lay some of the plans?

CAPT. MAY: (to Kay Lucas)
How many times do you think
we have prevented the 911-2B
attack?

LUCAS: I think it’s been done,
I surely do. Some might call me
crazy, some of the people around
here that don’t subscribe to any
of this, and that’s their choice,
but as far as I’m concerned, I do
believe that. The more light you
shine on something, the less
darkness there will be.

CAPT. MAY: You see, Kay’s
been in on every interdiction
we’ve done, and we count eight
of them at present – and hope to
expose what’s happening so we
won’t have to interdict any more.

ICONOCLAST: How would
you define a false flag?

CAPT. MAY: “False flag” goes
right along with “going live” as
two key terms for our work.  All
the terror being done to further
the war is being done under
cover of military exercises. That
goes back to the 9/11 event,
which has been the most docu-
mented. The first term to make
clear is what it means when an
exercise “goes live.” An exercise
goes live when the scenario that
it is rehearsing suddenly occurs
and the people involved in the
exercise react to it by doing
what they were training to do in
the exercise. A “false flag” is
simply when you carry out an
attack and blame it on some-
body else to lead your country
to war against them.

LUCAS: Which has been done
numerous times by various
countries.

ICONOCLAST: You have said
that you already have infor-
mants imbedded in various gov-
ernmental and corporate
entities. Are you seeking to ex-
pand upon these?

CAPT. MAY: At all times.
Ghost Troop is a patriotic group
and it’s the duty of everybody
who can help to meet up with us.
We receive, we don’t recruit. Our
work is our recruiting poster,
and motivated people are con-
stantly seeking out and joining
us. Some of the most prominent
people in the 911 Truth Move-
ment, for example, are Ghost
Troops. We had a U.S. ambassa-
dor in the unit as chaplain for the
first three years.

ICONOCLAST: What advice
would you give to the general
public when they are watching
details of the latest terror threat
on TV or when they read about
it in newspapers? Should they
accept what is being said, or
should they look upon it with
cynicism?

CAPT. MAY: The latter. Cyni-
cism at all times. In times when
we are dealing with a dictator-
ship set up by a 9/11 false flag
attack, healthy skepticism has
failed. You need cynicism. To
show you how cynical I mean,
when we who are informed have
talk about al Qaeda, ever since
the first year, we say Al-CIA-
Duh. Anyone who doesn’t under-
stand that much is still playing
in the minor leagues and doesn’t
understand info-war.

LUCAS: The CIA created
Osama bin Laden. Our govern-
ment has been implicated in so
many of those operations using
foreign or other branches of the
government in other places in
the world to instigate operations
that can be used to justify wars
or attacks. I would say to any-
body, any authority figure that’s
using fear to control or manipu-
late you. Anytime that fear is
used, start questioning it. When
someone is trying to scare me,
it’s like saying the boogey man
is going to get you if you go out
in your yard when you are a little
kid, it’s a way to manipulate.
Healthy respect of snakes, for
instance — it’s healthy to re-
spect them for what they are and
who they are and what they can
do. But when you fear some-
thing, you lose all of your facili-
ties of reason, because fear just
blanks out the mind to common
sense.

CAPT. MAY: Anytime there’s
a terror report or terror incident
now, I automatically suppose it’s
the government trying to ma-
nipulate us into hating Muslims.
How many times has it hap-
pened that the Bush people get
put up against the wall by their
mistakes and abuses, then some
kind of al Qaeda boogeyman
pops up out of the box? When
people say, “That’s kind of cyni-
cal,” I can only tell you that if we
had had that kind of cynicism
years ago, our nation would be
far better off today. Times may
finally be changing, though,
since apparently, co-chairmen of
the 911 commission, Hamilton

A martial arts expert, Captain May illustrates some moves with
his fighting staff. — Iconoclast Photo By W. Leon Smith

Continued On Next Page
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ing apparent, even though the
media is purposely downplaying
or omitting them.

ICONOCLAST: How would
you sum up your involvement in
Ghost Troop.

CAPT. MAY: Ghost Troop
members look at it this way. It’s
a mission of conscience. You do
it because you have to do it, not
because you want to do it. I’ve
tried to get out of the mission,
but couldn’t.  My wife and I have
both been death-threatened, re-
peatedly, because of the mis-
sion.  After Bush was returned
to power in the 2004 elections, I
went to a Jesuit priest, with
whom I counseled for months,
trying to find a reason to escape
the mission. I found to my sur-
prise, though, that he believed I
should stay with it, no matter
what it cost me.  Still, I dropped
out of the info-war for six
months, then only returned af-
ter the London 7/7 bombings
made it obvious to me that there
would soon be another attack
against the U.S., and I had to
dedicate myself and my unit,
Ghost Troop, to stopping it. The
Jesuits baptized me after I
made that decision, figuring
that I might not come out of the
mission alive. Like anyone who
has ever taken a mission,
though, I’ve learned not to think
about it too much. Still, I keep
the emergency baptismal cer-
tificate framed as a sign of
where things have gone with
our country. It’s a sad time
when telling the truth is risking
your life.

From Previous Page

and Kean, have had a bit of
cynicism affecting them.
They’ve just published a book
saying that 911 happened since
we were too closely linked to Is-
rael, and that military officers
who reported the Pennsylvania
Flight 93 details to them were
covering up and lying in unison.
Their cynicism would be labeled
“conspiracy theory” if they
weren’t the very men leading
the 911 Commission. Given the
current manipulated media,
cynicism is simply objectivity,
and conspiracy theory is just
open-mindedness.

LUCAS: When the govern-
ment lies to you one time after
another after another, it be-
comes crucial that cynicism get
mixed in with looking at what’s
happening in the news.

CAPT. MAY: It’s our national
character. The thing that’s
amazing to Ghost Troop is that
we sometimes are accused of
being traitors or disloyal, when
we are all risking our lives by
being loyal to the fundamental
principles of America. There’s
nothing we are really saying that
would have seemed radical to
Thomas Paine.  The idea that
government could seek to carry
out crimes against its own citi-
zens to achieve self-motivated
results is an old one. America
started with the belief that the
government was dangerous for
just that reason. The thing that
people who committed treason
against us by doing 911 have for-
gotten – and I think to their own
peril – is that the foundational
document of America is not a
malleable Constitution at all.
The foundational document of
America is a Declaration.

LUCAS: The Declaration of
Independence.

CAPT. MAY: If they want to
knock down the walls of the Con-
stitution, they do so at their own
peril, sir, because the Declara-
tion is the bedrock of America.
Trying to have tyranny over the
American citizens is like herd-
ing cats, not herding cattle. It’s
going to backfire. It has to back-
fire. I’m quoting a radical, Tho-
mas Jefferson, to support that
idea. It is inevitable. This is a
grand cycle that has come
about. It’s come to the point now
that it’s going to engage the
grand sentiments of American
democracy. Right now, through
the 911 treason, American de-
mocracy is at war with the
American oligarchy.  In fact,
given that you have a guy named
George who inherited the job
from his father, you might say

American democracy is at war
with American monarchy.

LUCAS: They are related.
CAPT. MAY: We have a dual

monarchy. They’re tying to set
up a dynastic rule. What are
they trying to do? Uh, Bush-
Clinton-Bush-Clinton? I mean,
(laughs) it goes right up there
with John Kerry and George
Bush being Skull and Bones cult
brothers when they went into
the 2004 elections, and Daddy
Bush being a Skull and Bones
cult brother before that.  Their
secret connections are becom-

Captain May

 Further reading:
· Capt. May, 7/17/06: 9/11, 3/11, 7/11 Terror Dates - Coincidence or Code?
http://www.lonestaricon.com/absolutenm/anmviewer.asp?a=318&z=44
· Capt. May, 6/26/06: Iconoclast:  911 Truth and Texas Terror
http://www.lonestaricon.com/absolutenm/anmviewer.asp?a=248&z=37
Contact:
<captainmay@prodigy.net>

Perry Suspends Trucking
Restrictions For Emergency
Delivery Of Hay In State

Action Should Help Ranchers
With Drought-Stricken Herds

Tonkawa Traditions
To Be Held Oct. 7

CRAWFORD — The Tonkawa Traditions committee is
getting an early start on this year’s Crawford Tonkawa Tra-
ditions Festival & Cook-Off by encouraging individuals to
return their vendor applications as early as possible.

The event is slated for Saturday, Oct. 7.
Contact person is Dianne Stimson, Crawford Chamber of

Commerce, 330 S. Ave. B, Crawford, 76638, phone (254) 486-
9206.

‘American Pride’ To Host
‘Support Our Troops’ Rally

CRAWFORD — The public is
invited to participate in a nine-
day “Support Our Troops” rally
presented by “American Pride”
Aug. 14-22 in Crawford next to
the Yellow Rose.

According to Leonard Wahl,
the father of a fallen hero, the
event is designed to “show sup-
port for our troops serving in
harm’s way.”

“More than ever, our soldiers
need our support,” he ex-
plained, adding that the rally is
not about politics, but about
honoring our troops.

Wahl said that during there
will be soldiers from Ft. Hood,
Tin Soldiers from Keller, and
NTTS at Ft. Hood present some
of the time, as will the parents
of soldiers who have given their
lives for their country.

The event begins at 8 a.m. on
Monday.

“The weather will be ex-
tremely hot Aug. 14-22,” he said.
“We do not expect anyone to
spend the entire week or an en-
tire day. However, we hope you
will come out for part of any day
during this time.”

AUSTIN – Gov. Rick Perry has
directed the Texas Department
of Transportation to temporarily
waive certain trucking restric-
tions to allow the emergency de-
livery of hay to Texas farmers
and ranchers harmed by on-go-
ing drought conditions.

In a letter to Ric Williamson,
chairman of the Texas Transpor-
tation Commission, Perry said
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture has estimated a 77 percent
loss in hay production in Texas,
and Agriculture Commissioner
Susan Combs and the Texas Farm
Bureau have asked for help in ex-
pediting delivery of hay to Texas.

Perry’s letter directs TxDoT to
suspend the permitting require-

ments and legal height restric-
tion for round hay bales, and as-
sociated permit fees, for carriers
transporting round bales of hay.
The suspension of those require-
ments will expire Oct. 31.

To ensure the safety of the
traveling public, Perry said
TxDoT must require loads ex-
ceeding 14 feet in height to con-
tact TxDoT’s Motor Carrier
Division to receive expedited
routing. All other legal require-
ments, including licensing, reg-
istration, insurance, and safety,
remain in place.

Perry earlier this year issued
a similar directive for emergency
hay deliveries, but that expired
on April 30.
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Crawford To Become A Mecca For Peace — Sheehan

HAVING TO REMAIN seated because of health problems, Cindy Sheehan was on hand for the
welcome home and interfaith service held Sunday morning at Camp Casey III in Crawford.

— Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews

BY DEBORAH MATHEWS
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

CRAWFORD — Following a
hospital stay in Waco that in-
volved a transfusion of four units
of blood, Cindy Sheehan is back
in Crawford at Camp Casey III
to, in her words, have a presence
here while George Bush is in
town.

Sheehan first started having
health problems in Seattle when
she announced plans to open
her land in Crawford to any and
all war resistors. She spent six
hours in a Seattle emergency
room, but following her release,
eagerly returned to Crawford.

Supporters applauded
Sheehan as she arrived on site
Sunday, screaming “We love
you, Cindy.” Slowly escorted into
the large tent at the camp,
Sheehan was presented a 28-
star American flag. Tom
Preston of Austin sent the flag,
explaining that he could not be
present due to disabilities.

Read aloud from his letter
were the words, “Welcome to
Texas and thank you for being

the conscience of our country.
My heart aches for the abuse
toward you.”

Speaking briefly about her
tour in the Middle East,
Sheehan explained that what
she described as a level of
loathing for Americans and
George Bush around the world
was extraordinary. “People
hate us,” she said. “I just didn’t
know how much so until I was
there.”

She continued by saying that
her Crawford property, Camp
Casey III, will be open as a
mecca for peace in the country.
She invited those present to of-
fer any suggestions for what that
would involve and encouraged
all to help create the mecca.

Due to her still fragile health,
Sheehan said that she would be
at the camp for only an hour or
two each day.

Supporters then lined up for
their turn to take the stage to
perform a wide variety of songs,
poetry, and speeches dedicated
to Sheehan and her cause.

FIELD OF CROSSES — Ever growing, the field of crosses at
Camp Casey III in Crawford is the first thing anyone visiting the
site will see. The memorial is a reminder of all those lost in the
struggle in Iraq. — Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews

CONTINUOUS WORK is evident at Camp Casey III just outside Crawford. Volunteers are readily
available to assist Cindy Sheehan in creating what she hopes to become a “mecca for peace for
our country.” — Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews
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WITH A WARM THANK YOU, Cindy Sheehan thanks volunteers for work done at Camp Casey
III constructing crosses. New markers are piled and ready to be added to the growing field of
crosses at the entrance of the camp. — Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews

New ‘Centrist Party’
Designed For Voters,
Politicians In The Center

President Bush Seeks To Protect
Interrogators From War Crimes

SERVING AS A GRIZZLY REMINDER, outside the tent at Camp
Casey III is a child-sized coffin covered with names and photo-
graphs of dead and mangled Iraqui children.

— Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration, through amend-
ments to the War Crimes Act, is
seeking protection for
policymakers from possible
criminal charges for okaying
torture and abuse to those de-
tained in the so-called “war on
terror.”

The bill will in effect grant
immunity to any U.S. personnel
for crimes committed before or
after the law is passed. The
Washington Post reported on
the amendments Wednesday.

Specifically, lawyers who have
read the draft proposal say the
bill is to protect not only CIA of-

ficials who authorized tactics
not allowed under the Geneva
Conventions for interrogations
on detainees abroad but also
those who carried out the inter-
rogations.

One such tactic agents em-
ployed was “waterboarding,” an
interrogation practice in which
prisoners are nearly drowned in
water.

The draft proposal, in fact, has
no prohibitions  from Article 3 of
the Geneva Conventions against
“outrages upon personal dignity,
in particular humiliating and
degrading treatment.” The ad-
ministration has said that the

Article is too vague to be inter-
preted one way.

Larry Cox, Amnesty Interna-
tional USA’s executive director,
said that since the Supreme
Court recently extended Article
3 of the Geneva Conventions to
outlaw military tribunals for
Guantanamo Bay detainees,
“President Bush is looking to
limit the War Crimes Act
through legislation.”

“The administration should
stop seeking escape valves for
those who have committed
crimes and instead use its en-
ergy to hold perpetrators ac-
countable,” Cox said.

BIG BEAR LAKE, Calilf. — A
new political party has been
formed to bring balance to the
field of American politics by giv-
ing voters and politicians in the
center a strong foundation to
express their views, say its or-
ganizers. The party was estab-
lished to give the American
political landscape a chance to
break the stalemate between
the left and right. Without a
strong foundation in the center,
any attempt at maturing the po-
litical environment would likely
fall short, said its founder, John
P. Reisman.

Reisman says the party’s
motto is “Common Sense For
America,” which should appeal
to the masses since America, he
says, is already largely centrist
and the idea just needs a home.

According to Reisman, politi-
cians in the pash have claimed
to be centrist and after they are
elected, meander back to their
special interest base, and the far
left or right, where their funding
comes from. “Creating a cen-
trist foundation significantly
strengthens the integrity and
ability of politicians to campaign
on, and maintain a centrist po-
litical view.”

”The nature of our two party
system has brought America to
a political impasse,” explaimed
Reisman. “While many Ameri-
cans lean toward centrist views,
there is no ‘party’ to represent
these views. The Centrist Party
provides a concrete foundation
that allows people to develop a

viable alternative to left/right
politics.”

Said Reisman,”While we are
getting started, the party will
provide ideological support for
centrist positions and candi-
dates. As the party strengthens
and we attain position on the
state ballots, we can look at
nominating candidates.

“We do not intend to nominate
a candidate prior to viability.
Support for the Centrist Party,
viability, and nominations will
occur when the time is right in
order to strengthen the political
process and avoid weakening it.
In the mean time we will work
towards increasing understand-
ing, and support Centrist candi-
dates and ideals the country can
benefit from.

“The striking difference for a
Centrist candidate, is that one
can stand for separate issues
that originate from either side of
the aisle.

”In order for the political land-
scape in America to move for-
ward and make a real difference,
solutions must reach across the
boundaries of partisan politics,”
he said. “We need answers that
make sense for the nation. Our
immediate goal is to provide
support for centrist candidates
and the ideology. Second is to
work towards putting the Cen-
trist Party on the ballot as soon
as feasible.”

The Centrist Party can be con-
tacted at Box 130689, Big Bear
Lake, CA 92315. Its website is
<www.uscentrist.org>.



Online: www.lonestaricon.com — THE LONE STAR ICONOCLAST — Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2006 — 11

An Inconvenient
Administration

The Bush Administration and its foreign poli-
cies are putting American citizens in mortal
danger.

Last week, 21 individuals were arrested for
planning to systematically blow up 10 British
jetliners bound for the United States.

It has been reported that authorities had sat
on this information for months.

The question is why the delay in alerting the
public?

It wasn’t until arrests had been made
that airports were thrown into panic and
that terror codes were shifted to orange
and red.

Wouldn’t it have been more prudent for
caution to have been exercised immediately
upon learning of this possible terrorist threat
instead of waiting? Deja vu 9/11?

No, the timetable for action became one of
political expedience.

It is clear that the terms of this so-called
“war on terror” continue to be written by those
who put ordinary people in harm’s way.

It’s a fact that Downing Street told the White
House about the London plot the weekend be-
fore the raid last Thursday morning. It’s also
a fact that Vice President Dick Cheney had this
information and still attacked his pro-peace
critics the day before the arrests made inter-
national headlines.

Still, why would both Bush and Blair govern-
ments allow passengers to possibly carry liq-
uid explosive mixtures in mouthwash bottles
and cosmetic applicators onto airplanes for
the last five years, especially when one man
has already been caught with a shoe bomb?

Answer: both administrations are playing
cat-and-mouse games, using American and
British civilians as bait to capture and/or kill
would-be terrorists. Such a dynamic purposely
endangers the lives of ordinary citizens in or-
der for their heads of state to retain control of
the federal government by giving themselves
opportunities to criticize their political rivals
for being “soft on terrorism.”

Since the first day of the U.S.-led occupation
of Iraq, Americans have been painted into an
incredibly tight corner.

The Bush administration’s support of the Is-
raeli invasion of Lebanon has only exacerbated
the situation.

Veteran foreign policy experts now fear that
the line has blurred between average U.S. citi-
zens and their government so much that vio-
lence against Americans will eventually eclipse

the horrors of Sept. 11, 2001.
In fact, President Bush’s flippant language,

yet again, seems to goad otherwise peaceful
followers of the Islamic faith into greater an-
ger. Remember his “crusade” remarks?

At one time, Donald Rumsfeld’s resignation
as U.S. Secretary of Defense over the Abu
Ghraib prisoner abuse scandal might have
saved thousands of American and Iraqi lives
and billions of taxpayer dollars. But it didn’t
happen.

Now, a complete change to U.S. government
is seen as the only way to secure the nation’s
nuclear and chemical plants, sea ports, cargo
ships, borders, and, most importantly, the fu-
ture of its children.

Last week, Democrats in Connecticut took
steps to remove Bush-loyalist Sen. Joe
Lieberman from power by choosing pro-peace
candidate Ned Lamont for the U.S. Senate race
this fall. A majority of voters in the primary cor-
rectly saw Lieberman as sharing Bush’s val-
ues which serve to weaken the nation’s
infrastructure, demoralize the military, and
harm Iraqis and Americans.

The fury of Americans everywhere has in-
creased in response to the administration’s
“mishandling” of the U.S.-military occupation
of Iraq, which has created absurd inconve-
niences not only at U.S. airports but also in the
price of energy.

As a result, pro-Iraq war politicians of both
major parties scared of their own political fu-
tures are distancing themselves from the Bush
administration.

Doing so means more than they might think
because when President Bush recently tried
to divert Homeland Security money away from
developing explosives detection tools for use
at home in the middle of a “war,” you’ve got to
wonder, who’s side is he on anyway?

See, the Bush Administration is not even
playing by its own rules, for those rules are ab-
surd.

Are we going to hunt down everybody that
buys a case of cell phones, milkshakes, or hot
apple pies?

Americans need to protect themselves in a
better way.

Honor the Constitution.
Keep civil liberties intact.
Think.
Regain control.
Vote for truth.

— Written By Nathan Diebenow

Dancing with Big Brother — Ever-Expanding List of Crimes Plagues Texas
GUEST

COMMENTARY

BY MARC LEVIN
SPECIAL TO THE ICONOCLAST

If you go dancing at a local
bar, you may cause the manager
to commit a criminal offense.
That’s right. The manager on
duty at Rack Daddy’s
pool hall in south Dal-
las was issued a crimi-
nal citation earlier this
year when officers
from the Texas Alco-
holic Beverage Com-
mission and Dallas
Police Department ob-
served dancing. It
seems the bar did not
have a dance hall per-
mit from the City of
Dallas. A trial is set for
November.

This is just one example of
the trend toward
overcriminalization, in which
criminal law is increasingly ex-
tended well beyond the realm
of murderers, rapists and
thieves to ensnare ordinary
businesses and individuals.
The problem on the federal
level is well documented, as
there are over 4,000 criminal
laws. Most recently, the Vio-
lence Against Women and De-
partment of Justice
Reauthorization Act passed ear-
lier this year made “annoying”
someone on the Internet a fed-
eral crime punishable by up to
two years in prison.

However, overcriminalization
is also a state problem. In addi-
tion to customers’ dancing,
there are many examples of or-
dinary business activities
criminalized in Texas law. No
longer can any Texan simply
look at the Penal Code to deter-
mine what is a criminal offense;
hundreds of other criminal of-
fenses are littered throughout
complicated codes on topics
such as agriculture, finance,
and natural resources.

Consider that Section 14.072
of the Agriculture Code makes
it a separate felony offense for
each day a person transacts in
the public grain warehouse
business without a current state
license. Whether or not grain
warehouses need to be regu-
lated, it hardly seems necessary
to make an infraction of the li-
censing scheme a third degree
felony, which is punishable by
up to ten years in prison.

There’s also something fishy
about Section 436.011 of the
Health and Safety Code, which
makes it a criminal offense for
selling shellfish and crabmeat
that came from a “closed area,”
does not place every word on
the label exactly as required by
the state, or was not processed
or packaged precisely accord-
ing to the state’s Byzantine
regulations. Again, whether or
not the case for government

Mark Levin

control of this industry holds any
water, it can surely be accom-

plished without put-
ting seafood sellers
and processors in
prison.

The Texas Free En-
terprise and Antitrust
Act of 1983 is also per-
nicious both because
of its overly broad lan-
guage and the crimi-
nal penalties for
running afoul of its al-
most limitless sweep.
The Act provides in
part, “Every contract,

combination, or conspiracy in
restraint of trade or commerce
is unlawful.” That would pre-
sumably include an artist selling
her paintings exclusively
through one art gallery, a com-
mon monopolistic practice that
is arguably beneficial to the art-
ist, the gallery, and the public,
because otherwise there might
be no place where the artist’s
work can be viewed. The Act
makes any such restraint on
trade a felony punishable by up
to three years in prison.

Many criminal laws are sim-
ply unnecessary, because they
involve conduct for which
there is an appropriate civil
remedy. For example, commit-
ting libel against an individual
or business has been a tort for
centuries. However, the Texas
Legislature in 1997 made it a
state jail felony for someone to
circulate an untrue statement
against a bank. This provision
was deposited into Section
59.002 of the Finance Code.

Ultimately, all state laws must
be reviewed to determine where
we have gone too far in using the
blunt instrument of criminal
law. Criminal penalties should
be reserved for circumstances
when we really want to be puni-
tive, especially since upon con-
viction of anything more than a
Class C misdemeanor, a person
is disqualified from obtaining
numerous occupational licenses
and permits.

However, the danger is not
just that ordinary individuals
and businesses will be unfairly
caught in the dragnet of the bur-
geoning body of criminal law, but
that the traditional and legiti-
mate use of criminal law will be
trivialized.

The moral import of being la-
beled a criminal, and particu-
larly a felon, is diluted by the
inappropriate use of criminal
law.

Creating more crimes may be
appealing for legislators looking
to take credit for passing an-
other law, but the law of unin-

tended consequences cannot be
repealed by even the most pow-
erful politician.

Marc A. Levin is director of the
Center for Effective Justice at the
Texas Public Policy Foundation

(www.texaspolicy.com).
He can be reached at

<mlevin@texaspolicy.com>.



12 — Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2006 — THE LONE STAR ICONOCLAST — Online: www.lonestaricon.com

America’s One-Story-A-Day News Channels
(Dumbing Down

For The West Wing Staff)
Dateline:  Normal, Aug. 10, 2006

Gloriosky!  Hip hip hooray!
Cheerio!

Hostilities must have ceased
in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well
as between Israel and Hezbollah!

The only thing we have to fear
right now is fear itself.

Or, more accurately, the fear of
fear.

Not to mention somewhere
between 21 and 50 possible al
Qaeda members involved in a
plot to board various airliners at
London’s Heathrow Airport
bound for the U.S.A., then blow
them up at some point hither
with a mixture of liquids carried
on by separate individuals.

Wowzer!  Even the blokes at
Albert R. Broccoli’s Eon Produc-
tions – the good folks who bring
us James Bond/Agent 007 at the
cinema – didn’t see this one com-
ing.  And for the past 42 years
they’ve entranced audiences
worldwide with a remarkable
track record of intricate plot de-
vices plus nefarious terrorist
methodologies.

Always avenged, if not previ-
ously foiled, the intrepid modern-
day equivalent of a Knight of the
Round Table, Commander Bond
of the Royal Navy never failed to
save the World.

A tad of Bond movie trivia, if
you will:  Fans of the 007 films
have a mixture of Italian and
healthy diet to thank for them.
Upstart producer Albert R. Broc-
coli, during a brief encounter
with the head of United Artists,
convinced him to back a film ver-
sion of Ian Fleming’s novel “Dr.
No” for the whopping sum of $1
million.  After 20 years perform-
ing a variety of jobs in the movie
business, “Cubby” was now on
his way.

Teamed up with Harry
Salzman, the first choice for their
newly formed EON Productions
was “Thunderball.”  (EON was
an acronym for “Everything Or
Nothing.”)  Considering the lim-
ited budget, it was probably bet-
ter all around that their first
choice wasn’t available.   The pair
went on to produce a total of nine
Bond films through “The Man
with the Golden Gun” in 1974.

You may think you recognize
Broccoli’s name, and you’d be
correct.  The first generation
Italian-American hailed from a
family of horticulturalists who
crossed cauliflower with rabe,
thus developing the vegetable
that carries their name.  Despite
the lucrative nature of family
veggie ownership, “Cubby” left
the farm for Hollywood.

And the rest is motion picture
and cultural history.

But, I digress…
This entire day, there has

been nary a word nor a picture
of anything on any newscast I’ve
caught other than the failed plot
to blow up commercial airliners
between London and destina-
tions in the United States.

Therefore, it must be safe to
assume that all’s quiet on the
Middle Eastern fronts.  But I
was fooled by CNN, et al, in the
past few weeks with shell-to-
shell coverage of the new Israel-
Hezbollah war, and the tossing
aside of the old wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

For what reason would Ameri-
can news services choose to
continue to cover hostile envi-
ronments where Americans are
fighting and dying in unpopular,
losing causes, anyway?

Also, who gives a damn if
those selfish Jews and terror-
loving Muslims blow each other
to smithereens?

There’s nothing like a foiled
terrorist plot combined with air-
liners to get the old adrenaline
pumping!

So, first let me send out a big
sigh of thankful relief to Britain’s
MI5.  Jolly good show, people!
Where would the United King-
dom be without you?

Our FBI likes to crow about
how vastly superior an operation
it is to any investigative organi-
zation in the World, but frankly
the political antics and
micromanagement of far too
many layers of toadies only cre-
ates an agency fraught with in-
effectiveness.

The Brits, on the other hand,
are smoother and more accu-
rate when it comes to nabbing
the evildoers.  Granted, their
home turf covers a considerably
smaller mass of land than our
Nation, and the population is
only about 20% of the U.S.  How-
ever, the differences aren’t in the
sizes.

The law enforcement agen-
cies of the British government
are just awfully damned good at
their jobs.  They go about their
business with an innate aplomb.
These are not people who go
blasting into buildings like
Sherman through Atlanta.  They
know how to be patient, sly and
stealth.

These folks can make arrests
of 21 terrorists or wannabes
without firing a shot.

Not only that, but apparently
the MI5 types play nice with
Scotland Yard and the local con-

stabulary.
So, with the success of the

British lawkeepers and investi-
gators – who knew about this
plot for months and calmly kept
tabs on these schlemiels – what
does the U.S. Government do?

Well, instead of praising our
friends across the pond the first
thing Homeland Insecurity
Chief Screwup Michael Chertoff
did was to try to lay claim to
squelching this massive effort at
murdering innocent Westerners.

And a shot at those 72 virgins.
Do you think any of these sui-

cide murderers have ever taken
a mathematics class?  It’s a
cinch none of them have the fog-
giest concept of census polling
and population grids or actuarial
charts.

The statistical impossibility is
there simply cannot be 72
women per each young man who
“martyrs” himself.  Even among
Muslims, it’s highly unlikely of
those 72 all would be of the vir-
ginal variety.  Really, the fanati-
cal families that buy into this
insanity only murder those
daughters and sisters who are
passionate with someone they
love outside of happily wedded
bliss to a complete stranger –
the obligatory arranged mar-
riage for property and money,
like chattel.

This is how I figure the true
lowdown:  Every murderous sui-
cide “martyr” doesn’t rate 72 vir-
gins.  He gets a lottery number
for a chance at the only 72 vir-
gins Allah has hanging around.

Now, have you ever asked
yourself why these 72 individu-
als are virgins?

Not only that, but I’ve never
heard anyone specifically say
that those 72 virgins were actu-
ally of the female gender.

The master plan is some time
around the end of eternity, say
the 12th of Never, after the true
believers of Islam have eradi-
cated all infidels from the face of
the Earth, a grand drawing will
be held.  The “martyr” with the
lucky lottery number will then
get himself 72 virgins – if he still
desires them.

Considering that all the infi-
dels have been slaughtered.

Bottom line on the promise of
72 virgins for slaughtering inno-
cents:  No religion would ever
issue a pass through the
Pearlies for committing murder,
neither will there be any blissful
reward.

Back to Chertoff and his at-
tempt to usurp the spotlight
away from the real brains behind
today’s operation:

Well, even before the British
authorities had pointed a finger
at any organization, good ol’
Mikey was laying blame right on
the welcome mat at the al Qaeda
cave ingress.

Of course, the U.S. felt the
need to expediently export “far
superior” air marshals and FBI
agents to assist those pitifully
inept MI5 and Scotland Yard
chaps and women.  Like, what
would the Limeys ever do with-
out good, old Yankee know-how
and muscle?

And, in a true case of closing
the barn door after the cow gets
out, the terror alert on our side
of the Atlantic instantly shot up
to RED!

Omygoodness (if I may bor-
row a phrase from Grandpappy
Rumsfeld), we’re all gonna die!

At least, that’s what I was un-
der the impression “condition
red” signified.

Now, at present I would hardly
consider this plot, nipped in the
bud in England, as a “red” situ-
ation.

Even at its worst the condition
might rate an “orange,” perhaps.

Then again, the real danger
comes into play when that nin-
compoop Chertoff sticks his nose
into British security operations.

As for terrorism on American
shores, one cell is quickly drying
up and being put out of commis-
sion.  Due to his own greed, hu-
bris and smug
self-righteousness, “Smiler”
Tom DeLay has not only shot
himself in the foot but it appears
as though he’s cost the Republi-
can Party the Congressional
seat in Sugar Land, Texas.

“The Hammer” thought he
was going to be slick and run in
the primary against somebody
who might have a chance in No-
vember to help his party.  By his
own words, however, Tommy
Boy felt he had an entitlement to
that House seat, as if it was his
own personal property.

DeLay must have figured that
by moving to Virginia he could
escape the wrath of the good
people he hornswoggled in
Sugar Land, and the laws he
broke in the State of Texas… all
the while spewing epithets about
how Jesus Christ is on his side.

Justice Antonin Scalia of the
Supremes put the kibosh on
DeLay’s hope of hand-picking
his own successor by upholding
the Texas laws which state that
the winner of the primary has to
be the person on the ballot, and
by registering to vote in Virginia
ol’ Tommy Boy negated his eli-
gibility to be a candidate.

It’ll be downhill from on out

here for “Smiler” DeLay.  He
might want to consider a hunting
trip with Dark Lord the Dick
Cheney, or making an appoint-
ment with Kenneth Lay’s heart
specialist.

Tommy could write Duke
Cunningham a letter and see if
he’s got enough space for a new
roommate with his own personal
altar, a very large Bible, and a
ridiculously oversized ego.

Thank you, Tom DeLay, for
being so full of yourself and
overtly dishonest.

There is hope for real, true
Patriots and public servants who
are in races to do something
positive for their neighbors, con-
stituents and America – not to
greedily line their pockets with
ill-gotten lucre.

We may also hold out hope for
true news without corporate
bias.  Deep cable news is mak-
ing its way into our homes.

Maverick billionaire Mark Cu-
ban, owner of the Dallas Maver-
icks of the NBA, owns HDNet,
and he is positioning it to be a
voice with no apologies or alle-
giances to anyone.  Cuban has
already set up shop in 65 cities,
with HD cameras in place, ready
to go.

On the deep cable bandwagon
are veteran newsmen Ted
Koppel and Dan Rather.  Koppel
has been working with Discovery
Channel only the past month or
so, but he loves it.  He finds the
freedom and lack of forced
agenda refreshing, plus people
around the World – most notably
in the Mid East – respect Discov-
ery.

Rather is chompin’ at the bit to
get down to business in the next
level of television.

I, for one, can’t wait for a re-
turn to honesty and integrity in
television news.  There’s just not
enough Lou Dobbs to go around.

Yes, I do know people have
been fighting and dying – some
euphemistically and innocently
as “collateral damage” –
throughout the Mid East.  And
we have, for the largest part,
King George XLIII and Dark
Lord the Dick to blame for mov-
ing the world ever closer to Ar-
mageddon.

Lest we forget…
Shalom, everybody – every-

where.
(Jerry Tenuto is an erstwhile Phi-

losopher and sometime Educator.  A
veteran with seven years of service
in the U.S. Army, he holds a BS and
MA in Communications from
Southern Illinois University at
Carbondale.  Depending upon your
taste in political stew, you can ei-
ther blame or thank Jerry for his
weekly “Out Of The Blue” feature
in THE LONE STAR ICONOCLAST.  Visit
his blog BLUE STATE VIEW at
illinoiscentral.blogspot.com)
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Somewhere In Atlanta Is A Landscaper Without Gas

Is It Four Years Already?

After years of creating ad
campaigns for high-profile
companies like Coca-Cola, a
good friend of mine in Atlanta
has decided to do what many
successful advertising people
do when they reach that point
in their careers where they
can simply LOOK at a new
product and, without any hesi-
tation whatsoever, begin to
vomit:

And that, of course, is to go
into the lawn care business.

Like some of history’s most
successful entrepreneurs,
Fred spent time studying his
new market, its trends and the
competition before assem-
bling a detailed business plan,
which he described as follows:
“I bought a lawnmower.”

On the surface, this may not
sound like much of a business
plan. But as Fred pointed out,
what sets him apart from
other lawn care enterprises
around Atlanta — aside from
his limited grasp of Spanish —
is the TYPE of mower and

equipment he’s using. While
other lawn care enterprises
utilize gas-powered equip-
ment and emit enough ex-
haust smoke to divert air
traffic as far west as Alabama,
“I use manual-reel mowers,
electric gear and hand tools in
order to reduce emissions and
promote more responsible,
planet-friendly yardwork,”
Fred explained.

I considered this for a mo-
ment — this idea of promoting
more responsible, environ-
mentally-conscious yardwork
— before responding with,
“Hahahahahahahahahahaha!”

“No, really,” said Fred, who
cited an EPA study that
showed that a piece of gas-
powered lawn gear actually
creates more pollution than a
car.

“Unless it’s a Gremlin,” he
added.

When I considered that it usu-
ally takes a full hour for the
lawnmower smoke to leave our
yard (a process I sometimes
hurry along with a leaf blower),
I realized he could be right. On
any given weekend there are at
least a dozen people around our
neighborhood mowing lawns,
edging grass, using gas-pow-
ered weed eaters, burning yard
debris and branches (and, occa-
sionally, portions of their fences
and/or shrubbery), then tidying
up with leaf blowers the size of
a Lear Jet engine. After which
they take a moment to enjoy
their handiwork by  — what
else? — smoking a cigarette.

Somehow, I have become de-
sensitized to all of this, and the

fact that our Labrador has
passed out three times in the
last month while relieving him-
self in the front yard on Satur-
day afternoons, possibly for
periods long enough to cause
permanent brain damage.

Sadly, we’ll never know how
much damage because, as I
mentioned, he’s a Lab.

I told Fred he was on to
something big and asked how
the business was going. He ad-
mitted he had miscalculated
and started too late in the sea-
son. As a result, “MowGreen”
hasn’t really taken off yet de-
spite an aggressive ad cam-
paign.

“Plus, I think most of the fli-
ers we put around the neigh-

borhood ended up in a portable
toilet at a construction site
down the street,” he said. “We
used recycled paper, so at least
we’re still having an impact on
the environment.”

Fortunately, because of his
years of experience in adver-
tising, Fred saw the need to di-
versify his marketing
campaign in order to keep it
from...

Well, going down the toilet.
In addition to creating a

website (www.mowgreen.net)
and blog to explain his ser-
vices and communicate with
clients, he also came up with a
high-profile promotional plan
to spread his idea of “planet-
friendlier” lawn care by offer-

ing a free mow to the first ce-
lebrity who asks.

“As long as it’s within driv-
ing distance,” said Fred. “If
it’s really far away, they’ll have
to split the gas with me. And
possibly let me sleep over.”

(Note: This offer excludes
Michael Jackson.)

In the meantime, Atlantans,
when you think of lawn care I
hope you’ll support the envi-
ronment by thinking of Fred.

Unless, of course, you’re in
a portable toilet.

(To contact Ned Hickson,
write to the Siuslaw News at
P.O. Box 10, Florence, OR
97439, or visit his website at
www.nedhickson.net)

For many of us, every four
years, we go through an ardu-
ous selection process. We ago-
nize over our choice, and after
we’ve made it, we worry that
we made the wrong one. I’m
not talking about something
as easy as voting for Presi-
dent. I’m talking about buying
a new computer.

Computers seem to be con-
sidered obsolete in three to
five years. I don’t know of any
other thing that we happily
buy, knowing that we’re not
going to be happy with it in a
few years. Okay, there’s that
purple shirt that is a little “out
there,” but I’m talking about
major purchases. Even if we
get a new car after a few
years, how much faster is that
new car than the old one? And
can it carry 4 times as many
people in it than the car you
bought a few years ago?

So, we buy computers, and
then buy them again. We’ve
become so dependent on
them, that we don’t feel we
have any choice. When my
computer is “in the shop,” I
panic until it’s back home.
And there are other comput-
ers in our house. So I can still
write my column and check
my emails, but it’s not the
same as using my “baby.” Yes,
it’s almost like a member of
the family is being operated
on – except I know this family
member will be obsolete soon.

And one reason we panic
when something’s wrong with
them or when it looks like we
may need a new one is because
so many of us have no idea how
they work. So, we have to trust
the expert – our Computer Guy.
And when our Computer Guy
says it’s time to buy a new

computer, we do it.
Last week, my Computer Guy

said it was time. After bringing
it back to health following a
nasty virus, he said it would still
work for a while, but he could
“hear it strain” as it booted up
and performed other operations.
It sounded the same to me as it
did four years ago, but I trusted
what he said. After all, he’s the
guy wearing the blue shirt with
the company logo on it.

He recommended a computer
with a 160-gigabyte hard drive,
1 gigabyte of RAM, and a speed
of 2.13 gigahertz. This would
make it much faster and it would
have a much greater storage ca-
pacity than my old one – which
was much faster and had a
greater storage capacity than I
ever needed. (I use it almost
exclusively for word processing
and email. I’m rarely called
upon to figure out pi to a thou-
sand decimal places while si-
multaneously creating a
birthday card that sings and
dances). My Computer Guys’s
answer was that I should get the
computer with all of this tech-
nology that I don’t really need
because all of these improve-
ments are so cheap.

It’s true that as computers
have gotten faster and better
over the years, they’ve gotten less
expensive. But they’re still not as
cheap as if you didn’t have to buy
a new one. They’re not free.

So, I thought it was time for

me to actually find out what I
was buying. I knew that giga-
hertz (GHz) was a measure of
speed, but just how fast was
it? My only frame of reference
was miles per hour. Was this
new computer faster than my
car? So, I looked it up and
learned that a gigahertz is a
unit of alternating current or
electromagnetic wave fre-
quency equal to one billion
hertz.

That definition wasn’t par-
ticularly helpful, since I guess
I’m one of the few people in
the world who doesn’t know
how fast a “hertz” is. (I can
tell how fast a Hertz rent-a-
car is, but that comes with a
speedometer).

 So, I wasn’t able to calcu-
late how many miles per hour
a megahertz is. But one bil-
lion of anything sounds like a
lot. So, I assume a gigahertz
is very fast. After all, it’s got a
one with nine zeroes after it
(1,000,000,000 Hz). That’s got
to be speedy. And my new
computer will be going at an
amazing rate of not just 1, but
2.13 of those giga-puppies. My
Computer Guy told me that’s
blazing fast! But, of course, in
four years, he’ll be telling me
how slow it is.

Lloyd Garver has written
for many television shows,
ranging from “Sesame Street”
to “Family Ties” to “Frasier”
to “Home Improvement.”  He
has also read many books,
some of them in hardcover. He
writes the “Modern Times”
column for CBSnews.com’s
Opinion page and a weekly
column for SportsLine.com.
He can be reached at
lloydgarver@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE
LOVE THE PEACEFUL COUNTRY??
Wonderful 3BR/3.5 BA home with all
the extras including pool, pond, trees
galore, two acres and many updates
throughout. Crawford ISD or Bosque
Ridge. Affordable priced to sell
$215,000. Call Linda McDonald, 254-
855-1717. Coldwell Banker/Jim
Stewart Realtors.

w33

PERFECT PLACE & PERFECT TIME
to build — .30-/+ acres in Moody on
Vandiver Loop. Make this a priority
to see. Call Linda McDonald. 254-
855-1717. Coldwell Banker/Jim
Stewart Realtors.

w33
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If The Gas Well Comes In...

First Black Officer Drummed Out Of Army
Lt. Henry Ossian Flipper, the

first black graduate of West Point
and the first black officer in the
United States Army, was
stripped of his commissary re-
sponsibilities at Fort Davis on
Aug. 8, 1881.

Born into slavery four years
before the Civil War, Flipper
broke several historic color bar-
riers.  The first representative of
his race to gain entrance to the
U.S. Military Academy, he also
was the first to graduate and to
receive a commission as a sec-
ond lieutenant.

Assigned to the 10th Cavalry
at Fort Sill, Flipper found the en-
listed personnel were all black
while he was the only non-white
officer. Although resigned to a
hostile reception, he was pleas-
antly surprised by his treatment.

“From the moment I reached
Sill, I haven’t experienced any-
thing but happiness,” he told a
relative. “I am not isolated and
am not ostracized by a single of-
ficer.”

After almost two years in the
Indian Territory, Lt. Flipper was
transferred in late 1880 to Fort
Davis on the West Texas frontier.
In addition to his appointment as
quartermaster,  he ran the com-
missary on the short-handed
post.

When Fort Davis became the
headquarters of the 1st Infantry
the following March, Col. Will-
iam R. Shafter took charge. The
portly new commander was de-
scribed as “the most energetic
fat man that I ever saw” by a jun-
ior officer with a talent for left-
handed compliments.

Col. Shafter immediately re-
placed Flipper as quartermaster
with a member of his own per-
manent staff but permitted him
to remain responsible for the
commissary. Analyzed years
later as an antagonistic act, the
change was, in fact, consistent
with military custom.

Shafter finally got around that
August to relieving Flipper of his
commissary duties and sent his
adjutant to collect the black
lieutenant’s records and funds.
The subordinate discovered that
Flipper was not only a sloppy
bookkeeper but quite possibly a
thief.

The commissary account ini-
tially came up $900 short. How-
ever, when a large personal
check written by Flipper turned
out to be worthless, the total defi-
cit nearly tripled to $2,400.

The lieutenant was placed un-
der arrest and incarcerated in
the guardhouse. Two days later,
he was released and confined to
quarters on orders from the
commanding general in San An-
tonio, who reminded Col. Shafter
that the guardhouse was no
place for an officer.

Washington also took a keen

interest in the case and warned
Shafter against any actions that
smacked of racial bias. “Both the
Secretary of War and General of
the Army require that this officer
must have the same treatment
as though he were white.”

Civilian supporters of the
popular prisoner made up the
missing money through dona-
tions and loans. At this point,
Flipper expected nothing worse
than a mild reprimand, the stan-
dard penalty for officers caught
with their hand in the cookie jar.

But Col. Shafter would not let
the matter drop. He demanded
a court-martial on charges of
embezzlement and conduct un-
becoming an officer and a gentle-
man.

Flipper was acquitted on the
first count and spared a long
prison term. But the tribunal
found him guilty of the second, a
conviction that dictated dishon-
orable dismissal from the army.

It was common practice for
court-martial members to rec-
ommend clemency, when an au-
tomatic punishment seemed too
harsh. Yet no one asked for
mercy for Flipper.

The young lieutenant stayed
under house arrest as the case
moved up the chain of command.
The verdict and sentence were
approved without comment by
the general in charge of Texas,
who passed the buck to the judge
advocate general.

“It is clear that Lieut. Flipper
did not intend to defraud the gov-
ernment out of any of its funds
but that his conduct is attribut-
able to carelessness and igno-
rance of correct business
methods,” observed the army’s
one-man appeals court. Never-
theless, he too signed off on the
sentence.

Next in line was Robert Todd
Lincoln, secretary of war and son
of the slain president. Any com-
passion he felt for the former
slave took a back seat to politi-
cal necessity. His predecessor
had been scandalously lenient
with convicted officers, and Lin-
coln was not about to stick his
neck out.

The same went for President
Chester A. Arthur. His signature
in June 1882 sealed Flipper’s
fate.

On nine separate occasions
before his death in 1940, Henry
Flipper petitioned congress for a
review of his court-martial.
Haunted by the disgrace, the
successful mining engineer pro-
tested his innocence to the bit-
ter end.

Dedicated descendants took
up his cause determined to clear
the name of their ancestor.
Their dogged efforts were not in
vain. In 1976 the U.S. Army re-

versed the findings of the 1882
court-martial and granted Lt.
Flipper an honorable discharge.

Bartee Haile welcomes your

Things are pretty exciting
around these parts lately what
with all this gas exploration activ-
ity. Sometimes it feels like I’m the
only one around who hasn’t leased
his or her land for hundreds of
dollars per acre. This is pretty
frustrating. I don’t know what
these companies are waiting for.
Here I am, boys!

Sometimes this seems to be a
situation (as often happens in life)
in which the rich get richer. If a
wealthy man (or a woman) owns
a LOT of land and gets offered a
gas lease, well, a rich man (or
woman) suddenly gets a LOT
richer.  It’s only human to think,
“Well, they really didn’t need it.
Why not ME?” —Truth is I’m
happy for anyone who gets a good
deal. Especially with gas prices at
the pump going so high, it’s time
for those big companies to start
paying us for a change — instead
of the other way around.

But this gas lease thing is apt
to make a few bucks — not just for
wealthy mega land owners — for
other deserving folks too, and I for
one sincerely hope this is the case,
whether I get an offer or not. Ac-
tually, it’s already happened. I
know people who’ve paid off the
note on their land, put money in
the bank for the kids’ college, and
still have some left over. The
smart ones aren’t buying expen-
sive trucks or going on pricey va-
cations. They’re living their lives
as usual, with just a little more of
a cushion now and a sigh of relief.
I hope every farming and ranch-
ing family in the area who’s
worked hard and long all their
lives for very little profit will finally
receive their big reward —just for
sticking it out and holding on to
their land (and their mineral
rights) through the tough times.

How many of you have played
the “If the Gas Well Comes In”
game?  Zack and I play this regu-
larly. It’s very similar to the “If I
Win the Lottery” game. Would our
lives change markedly? Doubtful.
Would we feel more at ease dur-
ing a drought?  Sure. Would we
buy a new tractor? You betcha!
(The one we have now is too small
to pick up this year’s hay bales, so
we probably won’t have much
choice anyway. . .either a bigger
tractor or that spiky thing for the
back of the pick-up truck). Would
we finally sell off the older cows
and buy some that are younger?
Yes, we would. We might even take

a vacation. Wow. Might even buy
cars for the kids or get a swimming
pool. Would we stick the rest in the
bank and live off the interest? Ab-

solutely.  Words to live by, “Never
touch capital.”

But I’m not looking for that gas
well to come in, because I don’t
have that kind of luck. I’d sure be
happy with just the lease, though.
(Not even holding my breath about
that, but the part of me that plays
the “If the Gas Well Comes In”
game is cautiously optimistic). So
all you gas production companies
out there, please note:  I can be
reached in care of the newspaper.
Take a number.

comments, questions, and sug-
gestions at haile@pdq.net or P.O.
Box 152, Friendswood, TX 77549.
And don’t forget to visit
www.twith.com.
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Hey! Remember When Gov. Perry Promised To Lower Our Health Care Costs?

Well, What Happened???
FYI: In November of 2005 I

sent the following letter to the
governor:

Dear Gov. Perry and Texas
Legislators:

I am writing to thank you so
much for lobbying the proposi-
tion several years ago to elimi-
nate frivolous medical
malpractice insurance lawsuits
and telling Texas families that
this will lower their health care
and medical costs. In the past
all of you elected officials have
promised us so many positive
changes, e.g., that you would ad-
equately finance public schools,

substantially decrease sky-high
property taxes, and force the
insurance industry to signifi-
cantly lower the cost of home
insurance after it doubled pre-
mium costs overnight several
years ago.

Evidently, making promises is
the easy part and keeping them
is impossible?

FYI, I just received a billing
statement from Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Texas. The com-
pany is raising my 8-year old
son’s health care premium from
$170 to $204 per month — a
mere $34 per month more.

Consequently, as a loyal life-
time member of the Republican
Party, a Disabled Vietnam Vet-
eran, and a father of three I am
sending you, Gov. Perry, the
billing statement and expect
you to make up the difference
in the cost of my son’s health
care. After all, you were gung-
ho in getting that proposition
approved by assuring every

Texas family that it would lower
health care premiums and
medical costs.

Well, I don’t know if other Tex-
ans remember your promise to
us, but I am going to hold you
accountable to that promise.

Consequently, I am enclosing
a copy of last month’s billing
statement so you may confirm
the increase in premium of the
same health care plan.

Please mail me a refund
check in the amount of $398.00,
which is the difference in the
premium cost for the next one
year of keeping my son covered
under his current Blue Cross
health care benefits.

Thank you in advance for the

check and for showing Texans
that you REALLY are a man of
your word! Texas voters will be
sure to remember you and
other legislators come next
election day.

Texans: Please know that
the Office of the Governor
NEVER responded to this let-
ter.

Peter Stern of Driftwood,
Texas is a political writer well-
known and published fre-
quently throughout the Texas
community and nationwide.
He is a Vietnam-era Disabled
Veteran and holds three post-
graduate degrees. You may
contact Peter Stern at:
<pstern@austin.rr.com>.

To The Editor:
There has been lots of mis-

leading news about what was
going on at NORAD on 9/11. Did
the Pentagon lie to the 9/11 Com-
mission? Accusations are flying
because NORAD’s jets were ev-
erywhere on 9/11 except where
they should have been - inter-
cepting rogue hijacked aircraft.
The Pentagon, in their defense,
claims “ there is “ no evidence
that our senior Pentagon com-
manders intentionally provided
false testimony to the Sept. 11
commission about the military’s
actions on the morning of the
2001 terrorist attacks.” And, I
believe that this is true.

NORAD did indeed carry out
their orders on 9/11 with military
precision. But on 9/11, NORAD
was under the command and
control of Vice President Dick
Cheney - and he knew exactly
what he was doing as he ex-
ecuted “stand down” orders to
the Military. Cheney was in
charge! Not the Pentagon!

In my opinion, the govern-
ment is lying about 9/11. I believe
it was an “inside job,” and the 9/
11 investigation should be re-
opened immediately.

Harold S Kramer,
Marblehead, MA

Dear Madam / Sir:
Herewith I would like to make

you aware of the silent genocide
that is currently taking place in
South Africa.

South Africa is currently the
“Crime Capital” of the world. I
would like to make your newspa-
per aware of the website “Crime
Expo South Africa” <http://
www.crimexposouthafrica.org/
> where ordinary South Afri-
cans exposes the truth on crime
in South Africa.

International tourists are

LLLLLETETETETETTERS TO THE EDITORTERS TO THE EDITORTERS TO THE EDITORTERS TO THE EDITORTERS TO THE EDITOR
warned about crime in South Af-
rica.

When ordinary South Africans
ask the Government to do some-
thing on the crime, they are told
that they should leave South Af-
rica.

The questions ordinary South
Africans ask is:

1. There is already genocide in
South Africa. What does the In-
ternational community do about
it?

2. Does the international com-
munity support the violent
crimes, murder, rape, theft, cor-
ruption, etc. committed in South
Africa?

3. There are currently laws
that promote discrimination
against minority groups in South
Africa. What right does the mi-
nority have in South Africa?
What protect the minority
against Genocide?

4. Does the South African pub-
lic have the right to protect them-
selves if the Government fails to
protect them?

The world must not say that it
wasn’t informed!

This e-mail forms part of the
“campaign of International ex-
posure” about the truth of the
violent crimes & genocide in
South Africa.

You may contact Mr. Neil
Watson at Crime Expos SA at
<admin@crimexposouthafrica.co.za>.

To The Editor::
At the end of World War II,

Eisenhower gave unqualified
approval to such monstrous
schemes as the notorious Opera-
tion Keelhaul, the “repatriation”
of Russian, Ukrainian, and other
peoples who had escaped Stalin’s
hell on earth behind the retreat-
ing German armies. Perhaps five
million people were herded into

trucks and railway boxcars and
shipped eastward to certain
death or worse. Operation Keel-
haul was FDR’s and
Eisenhower’s magnificent gift to
Stalin and to his grim, gulag
empire; it was a culmination of
friendship, fidelity, and accord;
and it was a deed that for its
sheer infamy is unmatched in
the history of our nation and its
armed forces.

The prime sources for this
U.S.-led travesty are Julius
Epstein’s Operation Keelhaul,
The Story of Forced Repatria-
tion (Devin-Adair, 1973) and
Robert Welch’s “The Politician”
(See <http://aobs-store.com/
store/page7-ss3.html#169>).
Epstein discovered evidence of
this top secret program of forced
repatriation, which is still clas-
sified to this day. Obviously the
U.S. has some very dirty secrets
they still want hidden.

Keelhaul verifies that our
leaders have the capability of
repatriating millions of anti-
Communists when it suits them.
In the case of millions of illegal
invaders from the south, it suits
them to avoid this capability in
order to let them remain in our
country.

What do these two capabilities
have in common?

Frank M. Pelteson, Las
Vegas, NV

Dear Editor,
I am writing because I am so

angry at Cindy Sheehan and her
entourage for using the plight of
hurricane victims while all the
while deceiving in order to ob-
tain property in Crawford,
Texas! I think that their actions
are despicable and unaccept-
able.

My husband served in the Air
Force for 20 years. We both are
outraged with the people who
think that they know what’s go-
ing on. A soldier is someone who
signs on knowing that they may
have to go to war. They train for
war every day. They draw a gov-
ernment pay check for that job
and the possibility of going to
war. They are on call 24/7 and are

often not thanked enough or
compensated enough by our gov-
ernment but all the same they
are proud of their mission to
serve our country. Cindy
Sheehan and her group just
doesn’t get it. They don’t repre-
sent the military or the mission.
They don’t represent us that are
spouses of those enlisted in the
military. I know what it’s like to
serve beside my husband in sup-
port of the mission. Cindy
Sheehan and her group doesn’t
have a clue.

Do they think that a person
can sign up and get college paid
for, collect a pay check and never
do the job or mission that they
have trained for??!! One soldier
has more backbone than Cindy
Sheehan and her entire group!

Also Cindy and her group
wearing pink for her cause of-
fends me! Pink is to support can-
cer victims and its research! We
lost my mother-in-law in 1997 to
breast cancer and my mother in
February 2006 to breast cancer.

Not everyone agrees with
Cindy Sheehan! She and her en-
tourage has lied and deceived for
their own agenda. We’re very
sorry about her son’s death but
he chose to enlist. Cindy
Sheehan does not represent the

spirit of a true soldier or the
wives of soldiers!

We are in support of our Presi-
dent and of our soldiers! They
are soldiers in and out of war!

Nora Caswell, Hudson, WI
(Texas born and raised)

Letter to the Editor:
It must be a very slow news

time in Crawford. After all,
President Bush is spending
much of his August attending to
business around the country.

I can only imagine how disap-
pointed Ms. Sheehan must be
that the media doesn’t seem to
have much interest in her this
year. And your newspaper as
well. It is hard to figure out your
total fascination with this pa-
thetic woman.

If the events of the past few
weeks, especially the foiled ter-
rorist plot yesterday, do not
wake up those deep in slumber
in this country, I’m not sure any-
thing will. The most frightening
prospect that I can imagine
would be to have the likes of
Harry Reid, Teddy Kennedy, or
Chuckie Shumer in positions of
power in this country. Would
surely delight our enemies,
though.

Sylvia Simpson, Trophy
Club, Texas
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Camp Casey III Now A
Refuge For War Resistance

NOT INTIMIDATED, Cindy Sheehan protests next to the Secret
Service barricade blocking the entrance to President Bush’s
Crawford ranch. —Photo Courtesy Of Camp Casey

SEATTLE, Wash. – Con-
cerned that President Bush is
not supporting, caring for, and
being responsible to U.S.
troops, internationally-known
peace mom Cindy Sheehan an-
nounced Thursday that she is
offering her land in Crawford as
a refuge for U.S. soldiers and
military families to get support
and information about their
rights to resist deployment to
Iraq.  She made the announce-
ment from the Veterans for
Peace Conference in Seattle.

 “I was at the Veterans for
Peace Conference one year ago,
when I had the sudden inspira-
tion to demand a meeting with

vacationing President Bush. I
had one simple question: ‘What
is the noble cause that my son
died for in Iraq?’

“After I bought land in Craw-
ford with plans to focus on my
mission of getting my question
answered, here I am again and
I just learned that we are de-
ploying another 12,000 troops
into this nightmare and it’s
breaking my heart. I am offer-
ing my land as a refuge for U.S.
soldiers and military families to
get information about their
rights to resist fighting in
Bush’s illegal war,” Sheehan
said.

Sheehan is putting out a call
to all military troops and their
families to come to her land
known as Camp Casey in Craw-

ford.
“Our troops have the right to

know that the majority of
Americans support not sending
them to Iraq and we want them
here at home, not sacrificing
their lives for a war based on
lies,” said Sheehan. “If I could
have come with Casey, maybe
he would still be alive.”

Cindy Sheehan returned to
Crawford again this year when
the President started his vaca-
tion in her continued determi-
nation to get her question
answered. She has registered to
vote in Texas. Camp Casey is
located at 7440 Lone Star Park-
way.

For more information, go to
Gold Star Families for Peace at
<www.gsfp.org>.

MUSICIANS LINED UP for the opportunity to perform for the
welcome home event held for Cindy Sheehan’s return to Camp
Casey III in Crawford. The Peace Mom had been absent because
of a recent hospital stay. — Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews

CIRCLE OF PRAYER — Clasping hands with fellow protest-
ors, activist Cindy Sheehan joined in the Circle of Prayer during
interfaith services Sunday morning. — Staff Photo By Deborah Mathews


